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“Excellence is the unlimited ability to improve the quality of what you
have to offer.” —Rick Pitino

Superintendent’s Corner

Each year, Niche.com conducts an extensive evaluation of the na-
tion’s schools. This annual program, which analyzes student scores,
graduation rates, college attendance, safety, facilities, school culture,
and activities, also places an important emphasis on diversity and
equity, while simultaneously considering student, staff, and parent
surveys for a trusted combination of both objective and subjective
school and district performance measures.

It is with this understanding that we proudly report that Niche.com
has assigned the South Huntington School District its finest ranking
in the history of our schools. Therefore, it gives us great pleasure
to report that, after an amalgamation of all metrics, the South Hun-
tington School District received the 7th ranking of nearly 70 Suffolk
County Schools, and earned a spot on the prestigious Top 10 list. We
were also honored to be ranked number 59 out of 677 schools in the
State, while being identified as the 20th most diverse district in all of
New York. In addition, it brought us particular pride to learn that our
parents and students had ranked our teachers in the top 50 of 690
school districts in the state.

The reality is that there will be many opportunities to share the Niche.
com accomplishment over these several weeks, but we didn’t want
the opportunity to pass without sharing some good news, especially
in these times. The bottom line is that, despite numerous challenges,
our school district family rises to the occasion and the district serves
as a beacon of hope for public schools across the region.

News from Deputy Superintendent Dr. Joseph
Centamore in the Curriculum Office

To support our families in the navigation of the various virtual learning
platforms and applications, our instructional Technology Department
has created the South Huntington Parent Technology Academy. This
website provides helpful videos, guides, postings of available paren-
tal workshops, and other wonderful resources. The South Huntington
Parent Technology Academy can be accessed from the district web-
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site at https://www.shufsd.org, or directly at https:/sites.google.com/
shufsd.org/parentacademyhybridremote/home.

News from Assistant Superintendent for Business
and District Operations Dr. Vito D’Elia

As the district's COVID-19 Coordinator, | want to thank our students,
parents, and staff for the incredible partnership that has fueled our
district opening. The bottom line is that the exemplary cooperation,
ranging from masks to hand hygiene, social distancing, and so much
more, have made for a positive experience amidst some extremely
challenging conditions. Rest assured we are going to continue work-
ing to provide instruction for the maximum number of students in the
very safest conditions.

Some Thoughts from Assistant Superintendent
for Student Services April Poprilo

The Social-Emotional Wellness Screener (available in English and
Spanish) is available on the district website. The survey period has
been extended until Wednesday, October 7, 2020. Completion of
the form is voluntary. Please note the form will only accept responses
for one child at a time. All responses are confidential and will only be
shared with the support team members and administrators at your
child’s building. In the meantime, if parent(s)/guardian(s) have an im-
mediate question or concern, then please contact your child’s school
so you can be directed to a Student Services team member.

News from Dr. James Wright, Supervisor of
Physical Education, Health, Athletics & Recreation
While the timing for Fall, Winter, and even Spring Athletics is still com-
pletely unknown, we do know that our Wildcat players and coaches
will be ready the moment we get clearance to complete. Specific
season start dates are not in the purview of local school districts, and
therefore, we are all at the mercy of the “decision makers.” However,
our athletes and coaches will continue to train, when appropriate, so
everyone is ready, willing, and able to shift to full competition at a
moment’s notice.

News from Mr. John Murphy,

Principal of Walt Whitman High School

Our Walt Whitman High School PTA is holding their membership drive
for the 2020-2021 school year. The PTA is an amazing organization
that allows us to provide activities and events for all our students.
Walt Whitman High School PTA uses MemberHub to bring you into
our school community and keep you informed and engaged with what
is happening. Within our MemberHub site, you will find newsletters,
sign-up sheets, shared calendar events, files, photos, reminders, and
much more all in one place!

Link for PTA Membership
https://waltwhitmanhs.memberhub.store/shopping/categories/622

Walt Whitman High School will hold its annual Program Orientation
Night virtually on September 30th. During this virtual event parents
will have an opportunity to view videos created by their child’s teacher
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outlining items, such as classroom expectations, course materials,
as well as grading procedures. To access the above mentioned
videos, you can log on to the Google Sites of your child’s teacher.
These sites are located on the district website, as well as the web
address listed below. All videos can be viewed at any time.
https://www.shufsd.org/schools/walt-whitman-high-school/staff

As we move into the beginning of the school year, Walt Whitman
High School is proud to announce that we will be starting af-
ter-school activities and clubs, both virtually and in-person. These
clubs are a crucial part of the high school atmosphere, allowing
students the ability to learn about new interests and activities that
could potentially motivate their post-secondary plans. Itis our goal
that these clubs start in the beginning of October. A calendar of
events and activities will be provided on the high school Google
site in the coming week. Please have your child listen to the morn-
ing announcements club information and schedules.

Counseling Center News
The following Colleges and Universities have scheduled to meet
with Walt Whitman students virtually. We ask that students please
log onto your Naviance account daily to see the College virtual
Jonas Wagner dates. We have listed some upcoming dates below, as well as the
Licensed Broker / Owner steps to view and sign up for a virtual visit. In addition to checking
631-406-4200 X 110 : . . )
www.PlatinumLl.com your Naviance account, we will be making daily announcements
and posting college visits to the District's weekly newsletter. All

meetings will be hosted at 2:30 p.m. on the day designated.
College Virtual Visit Instructions:

Log onto your Naviance account
Scroll down to “What’s New”
Click on “More Info”

Click on “Register”

Once you have registered, you will receive a zoom link to the
meeting sent to your SHUFSD email account by Ms. Genovese.

College/ University Representative  Date/Time

Moore College of Art and Design Genevieve Arnone  Thu October 1, 2020
2:30 PM

Northeastern University Keino Purcell Thu October 1, 2020
2:30 PM

University of Rhode Island Brianna Montecalvo  Thu October 1, 2020
2:30 PM

Adelphi University Danielle Khoury Fri October 2, 2020
2:30 PM

Boston University Sam Richard Fri October 2, 2020
2:30 PM

George Washington University Don Phillips Fri October 2, 2020
2:30 PM

New York Institute of Technology Alexandra LaMagna Mon October 5, 2020
2:30 PM

Sarah Lawrence College Ingrid Loveras Mon October 5, 2020
2:30 PM

SUNY Cortland Alex Contento Mon October 5, 2020
2:30 PM
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Long Island University- Post Betsy Madey Tue October 6, 2020

2:30 PM

University of New England Seth Semmelrock  Tue October 6, 2020
2:30 PM

Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology Bobby Andrews Tue October 6, 2020
2:30 PM

Clarkson University Paige Dustin Wed October 7, 2020
2:30 PM

Rider University Alexandra Yulich Wed October 7, 2020
2:30 PM

Roger Williams University Felicia Greco Wed October 7, 2020
2:30 PM

News from Mr. Eddie Smith,

Principal of Stimson Middle School

As the pages of the calendar turn to a new month and we leave Sep-
tember behind, | am amazed by the extraordinary work of our entire
staff, students, and parents. In August, as we solidified plans for
reopening, | spent many nights staring at the ceiling fan wondering
what “hybrid” school will look like. The moment the hallways and
virtual classrooms were filled with students, | knew in my heart that
this journey together would be successful. There have been lots of
questions, many new procedures, and some hiccups along the way,
but our students and staff have displayed poise and resilience.

Each day | seek opportunities to find greatness, and thankfully, | nev-
er have to look that hard. This week | entered a math classroom and
found students (remote and in-person) thoroughly engaged. Mul-
tiple times student voices echoed through the Smartboard answer-
ing questions and solving equations without even being physically
present in the classroom. Both teachers skillfully danced through
their lesson, bounding from one engaging question to the next using
an application called Pear Deck. What | saw made me realize that
no matter what the challenge is, our South Huntington educational
family will not only meet it, but will ultimately exceed it. | am so proud
to work in a place of life-long learners willing to adapt, create, and
inspire their students and colleagues.

News from Mr. Steve Toto,

Principal of Silas Wood Sixth-Grade School

The Silas Wood family is ready to welcome October along with all the
colors, flavors, and fun of the autumn season!
Can't wait for the Starbucks Pumpkin Latte.

A tremendous thank you to all our families for
“attending” our virtual, online Curriculum Night
that took place on Tuesday, September 29th.
We have received extremely positive reac-
tions to the fantastic videos put together by our
teaching staff. Thanks to all for a great job!

We will be administering the i-Ready Reading
Diagnostic on Wednesday, September 30th,
and the i-Ready Math Diagnostic on Thurs-
day, October 1st. These will be administered
via student Chromebooks. All students are
reminded to be certain to fully charge their
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Chromebooks prior to the Diagnostic sessions! On Wednesday,
September 30th, Group B students will participate in the Reading
portion at Silas Wood during
the school day, while Group
A and our fully-“Virtual’
students participate in the
Reading portion from home.
On Thursday, October 1st,
Group A students will par-
ticipate in the Math portion
at Silas Wood during the
school day, while Group B
and our fully-“Virtual” stu-
dents participate in the Math
portion from home. As you
may know, i-Ready provides
a diagnostic assessment designed to provide teachers with actionable
insight into student needs, offering a complete picture of student per-
formance and growth. Our school-day periods will be adjusted for the
days of the i-ready diagnostics, so we are providing our adjusted bell
schedule for your reference.

We ask any families that have not yet returned their student’s Emer-
gency Contact cards, Early Dismissal Home Plan sheets, or required
Proof of Tdap immunization (must have been given after tenth birth-
day), to kindly have your child turn these important items in to their
homeroom teacher, or mail to Silas Wood, 23 Harding Place, Hunting-
ton Station, NY, 11746, at your first opportunity. Virtual families note
you also have the option of delivering these to the front door of Silas
Wood. Enjoy the beautiful weather! Stay safe, stay well!

News from Mr. Anthony Ciccarelli,
Principal of Birchwood Intermediate School
Learning Days for the week of October 5
Group A - Coming to BW Tuesday, October 6th, and
Thursday, October 8th

Learning from Home - Monday, October 5th, kid i
Wednesday, October 7th, and Friday, October 9th

Group B - Coming to BW Monday, October 5th, Wednesday,
October 7th, and Friday, October 9th
Learning from Home - Tuesday, October 6th, and
Thursday, October 8th

Curriculum Nights- Please join us virtually for our Curriculum Nights
starting at 7 p.m., with a meeting with Mr. Ciccarelli and Mr. Keogh,
followed by classroom presentations from your child’s teacher(s).

Grade 4- October 5th
Grade 5- October 6th

ACADEMIC PEP RALLY
Birchwood held its annual ACADEMIC PEP RALLY during the week
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of September 21st. This year’s theme was “Everyday Heroes,” which
focused on how each day is another opportunity for us to inspire oth-
ers. Throughout the week, students and staff celebrated education by
thinking about how courage and determination allow us to overcome
adversity and sets the stage for success.

To follow and build on the theme “Everyday Heroes,” students
watched an inspirational video funded by our PTA's Cultural Arts Pro-
gram, and then discussed what it means to be a hero both in and out-
side of school. Key ideas centered on how heroes inspire, challenge,
and lead others!

This year, each classroom teacher received the book Tomorrow I'll Be
Kind by Jessica Hische. When reading this book to students, teachers
focused on how even the smallest kind gesture can make the biggest
difference in the world. Follow-up reading and writing assignments
were centered around ways in which students can spread kindness to
others.

Finally, students enjoyed a special virtual Pet Therapy program, which
provided an introduction to ways in which pets can make us feel better
during times of stress. Students were able to meet Ziggy, an Italian
Greyhound dog, and his handler, from an organization called Pet Part-
ners, during the virtual sessions.

News from Dr. Gayle Steele,

Principal of Maplewood Intermediate School
Thank you to all that were able to join us for our virtual Third Grade
Curriculum Night! The meetings were well attended and we appreciate
all of your support. These events are so important in keeping the re-
lationship between home and school strong, and we are happy to be
able to continue them during this unique school year.

Our remaining Curriculum Nights are as follows:

Grade 4 Curriculum Night — Monday, October 5, 2020

6:30 pm - 7:00 pm: Speech Teachers

7:05 pm — 7:25 pm: Meet the Principal and Assistant Principal

7:30 pm - 8:15 pm: Fourth Grade Classroom Teachers, Mrs. Lettieri

Grade 5 Curriculum Night — Tuesday, October 6, 2020

6:30 pm — 7:00 pm: ENL Teachers, Special Area Teachers (Library,
Art, Music, Phys. Ed.)

7:05 pm — 7:25 pm: Meet the Principal and Assistant Principal

7:30 pm - 8:15 pm: Fifth Grade Classroom Teachers, Mr. Winters

All teachers and staff will have instructions posted in their Google
Classrooms or Google Sites for how to join the Google Meet. The link
for the meeting with the principal and assistant principal can be found
on the calendar on the district website, as well as the Maplewood page.

Our fully virtual third-grade students had the opportunity to meet their
virtual teachers during a short “Meet and Greet” this week at Maple-
wood. Students, along with their parents, were able to retrieve addi-
tional supplies and meet the teachers. Thank you to Mrs. Shadler, Ms.
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Pessoni and Ms. Nicosia for coordinating this for our families in such
a way that everyone remained safely distanced.

Our school photo days are October 14th and October 15th. Thank
you to our PTA for organizing this for our students. School photo day
is a traditional part of our school culture, and we are excited to be
able to offer this safely. Information was sent home with both A and
B groups, and it has been posted in the Google Classrooms of our
virtual classes. Parents of our virtual students can sign up for a photo
session that will take place after school on these dates. All informa-
tion is posted on the PTA Facebook page.

News from Dr. Annie Michaelian,

Principal of Oakwood Primary Center

Greetings to our Oakwood families! This week was full of energy
as we began our Virtual Curriculum Nights with our Kindergarten
families on Tuesday. We continue with our First- and Second-Grade
Curriculum Nights on Wednesday, September 30th, and Thursday,
October 1st. These evenings continue to be a great success as we
witness the true beauty of the home-school partnership!

Please consider joining the Oakwood PTA this year! Information has
been sent home regarding membership. The PTA hosts many excit-
ing events for our students and families. Please note the Spiritwear
sale is underway. Use the link below to purchase Oakwood gear:
https://stores.inksoft.com/oak199/shop/home

Additionally, the PTA has organized School Photos for October 6th
(A-Day students) and October 7th (B-Day students). Classroom
teachers will be sharing information with families. The PTA is also
scheduling photos for Oakwood’s remote learners. More details to
follow in the coming days.

Stay connected and follow Oakwood at:
Instagram: oakwood_primary_center
and

Twitter: Oakwood_PC

Wishing everyone a wonderful week ahead!

News from Mr. Mitchell Levy,

Principal of Countrywood Primary Center
Thank you to all of our families, students and staff who weathered
our school closure and subsequent re-opening. | am hopeful that we
have gotten this “bump in the road” out of the way, and am pleased
that our processes and procedures proved effective. We are hopeful
that we will have smooth sailing ahead, but are confident that we
have plans in place should we need to implement them at a mo-
ment’s notice.

This week it has been wonderful to catch up with our families during
“virtual” Curriculum Nights. Thank you to our families who have
logged in to hear from our special area teachers, support staff, Ms.
Njenga and |, and of course, our classroom teachers. This is certain-
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ly a very different year than any in our past, and we thank you for part-
nering with us to make the absolute best of this challenging situation.
Now more than ever, a strong home/school partnership is critical. As
always, we are here to work with you. Please reach out to your child’s
classroom teacher, Ms. Njenga or |, with any questions or concerns.

We wanted to share with our families that we are working to keep our
traditional “Pumpkin Hunt” alive, albeit a new, COVID Edition, and |
wanted to thank Ms. Njenga who has been reaching out to various
farms to secure pumpkins. On top of the COVID pandemic, our usual
pumpkin farm has closed up shop this year. We will be sending home
a flyer with more details on this annual tradition shortly.

We wish you a healthy, safe, and enjoyable week ahead.

News from the Board of Education

Our Board of Education wishes to acknowledge and congratulate our
instructional and non-instructional staff members for continuing the
excellence in our South Huntington learning family!

Niche.com has once again provided an A+ rating to our South Hun-
tington School District, ranking the District as No. 7 in Suffolk County
and No. 366 in America! These two rankings reflect the hard work,
dedication, commitment and resiliency of all of our employees and
shines a bright light on our success! Given COVID has changed so
much in our world, it truly is a breath of fresh air to have these statis-
tics announced and know that our students are the beneficiaries of the
superior efforts of our South Huntington learning family!

News from South Huntington Educational
Foundation, SHEF

This week, SHEF kicks off their monthly raffle featuring a fall theme,
and the winner will be announced on the last day of each month. Visit
SHEFINC.ORG for your tickets this month! You can also follow SHEF
on Facebook and Instagram.

News from SEPTA - Maureen Basedow
Our Membership drive is open for 2020/2021 school year. Member-
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ship is $10.00 per person. You can join online, or send in a check/
cash to the James Kaden Administration Office! Membership forms are
attached below. Thank you for your support for our special education

students and staff.

District PTA Council News
Our first PTA Council meeting will be Virtual on Monday, October 5th,
at 6 p.m., broadcasted from the James Kaden Administrative Offices.

The Weeks to Come
Wednesday, September 30

Thursday, October 1

Monday, October 5

Tuesday, October 6

Whitman Sports

No scheduled sports

Stimson Sports

No scheduled sports

Countrywood/Oakwood (Grade 1) —
Virtual Curriculum Night
Stimson - Virtual Curriculum Night

Countrywood/Oakwood (Grade 2) -
Virtual Curriculum Night

Birchwood/Maplewood (Grade 4) -
Virtual Curriculum Night

JKAO - PTA Council Meeting,

6 p.m., Virtual

Birchwood/Maplewood (Grade 5) -
Virtual Curriculum Night

New Huntington Location

326 Walt Whitman Rd.
Huntington, NY 11746

631-444-5544
zprad.com
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Community and School District Flyers '
In an effort to make our weekly newsletter more convenient, each of the
flyers we receive are listed below. Click on the one that interests you

and you will be automatically linked to that flyer. H| DEN SM| LES
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https://www.mathnasium.com/huntington
https://cdn.sanity.io/files/0mhd58v5/production/47959cd4f915938d2eb91d3d4afc23d9596a2ee7.docx
https://cdn.sanity.io/files/0mhd58v5/production/e36b747dd631eb78d4bf9583227a1aac37a16f1f.pdf
https://stores.barnesandnoble.com/store/2327?view=
http://www.GCMazda.com
https://cdn.sanity.io/files/0mhd58v5/production/d8966315275d55488ffca7ef816d14ebbda6b69e.pdf
https://www.raymourflanigan.com/farmingdale-ny-furniture-mattress-store.aspx
https://cdn.sanity.io/files/0mhd58v5/production/e8feac7ce7bf86a51d71961697ac4ba9022da6f6.docx
https://cdn.sanity.io/files/0mhd58v5/production/6791fa6e044d2fed0da05ac9c64df32d2bf9e5be.jpg
https://cdn.sanity.io/files/0mhd58v5/production/8c0c6ee761d5fcdc166581187b6fdfcd23847869.pdf
https://cdn.sanity.io/files/0mhd58v5/production/62dbe4267a4fea035682abd72736f9771b3a4070.jpg
http://www.framingandartgallery.com
http://www.framingandartgallery.com/
https://cdn.sanity.io/files/0mhd58v5/production/520743363c1d38d4a9fde4dd064b01096606073f.jpg
http://hiddensmiles.com/
https://hiddensmiles.com/

1 Schwab Road
Huntington Station, NY 11746

FURNITURE
MATTRESSES

Proud to support South
Huntington Schools

Farmingdale Showroom
2005 Broadhollow Rd.
(Route 110 North)
Farmingdale, NY 11735
(631) 768-8243

ESCAPE-THE-ROOM!

PUTZLE BREAK LOME ISLAND

516 -307-DB08 »ocz vmmiaset com

BOYS AND GIRLS

BASEBALL AND SOFTBALL
Spring Intramural - Grades K thru 12
Travel - Agp Qu thur 18y

Serving The Youth of Huntington Since 1960
StHugh Base ».o. 5 NV

1746

pting registration for our 2016 S
Please visit our website for complete information



http://www.huntingtonhelps.com
https://huntingtonhelps.com/
http://www.springfieldrepair.com/
https://www.springfieldrepair.com/
http://www.amypodhurstacupuncture.com/
http://www.huntingtonjeep.com
http://www.brendelsofnewyork.com
https://www.brendelsbagels.com/
http://www.ftc.edu
http://www.leaguelineup.com/welcome.asp?url=sthstebaseball
http://www.dreamtreetutors.com
http://www.dreamtreetutors.com/
http://www.TSHCamp.com
https://smythnora.com
http://www.northshoredance.net
http://www.hbcsoccer.com
http://www.mathnasium.com/huntington
http://www.thelighting-gallery.com
http://www.shufsd.org/Assets/Superintendent_Newsletter/Educator_App_(1).pdf
https://www2.raymourflanigan.com/store/ny/long-island-farmingdale-north.html
http://www.puzzlebreakLI.com

250 W. JERICHO TPKE.
HUNTINGTON STATION,
NY 11746
631-351-4571
www.coastlinepool.com

Huntington
Coach

"Safe, Dependable Service Since 1927°

Proudly Transporting
South Huntington Schools” Most
Precious Cargo since 1974.

HUNTINGTON STATION, NY- (631) 271-8931

HEMPETEALD NY 11550
(516)-874-0385
PAUL PASSARELLI - GM

www GCMazda.com



http://www.huntingtontaxes.com/
http://www.shufsd.org/Assets/Superintendent_Newsletter/Gustozo_Pizza_Ad_Master.pdf
http://www.coastlinepool.com
http://www.longislandhealingartslearningcenter.com
https://www.longislandhealingartslearningcenter.com/
http://www.coastlinepool.com
http://www.westhillsdentistry.com
http://www.shufsd.org/Assets/Superintendent_Newsletter/Hope_to_dream.pdf
https://www.shufsd.org/Assets/Superintendent_Newsletter/Hope_to_dream.pdf
http://li-orthopedicsolutions.com/
https://li-orthopedicsolutions.com/
http://www.shufsd.org/Assets/Superintendent_Newsletter/LittleLeagueSmallFryOffer.pdf
https://stores.barnesandnoble.com/store/2327?view=
https://adventureland.us/
https://adventureland.us/
http://www.embroidme-huntington.com
https://embroidme-huntington.com/
http://www.skuffyautobody.com
http://www.huntingtonmazda.com
http://www.GCMazda.com
http://www.ten-tigers.com
https://stores.modells.com/s/huntington?exclude=4204&latitude=40.817832&longitude=-73.41063&page=1&storesPerPage=3

New Huntington Location

326 Walt Whitman Rd.
Huntington, NY 11746

631-444-5544
zprad.com

482 Walt Whitman Road
Melville NY, 11747

Supports
South
Huntington
Schools

One Free Session
Good for You

and a Friend
(first time guests and local
residents only)

Melville Location
500 Walt Whitman Road

Melville, NY 11747
631-683-8311

TFCU Can
Help Make Your
Financial Dreams
A Reality.

Teachers Federal Credit Union

I The Educated Choice For Everyone



http://www.suffolkCountyAcupuncture.com
https://suffolkcountyacupuncture.com/
http://www.zwangerpesiri.com/
http://zprad.com
http://FaustHarrisonPianos.com
https://faustharrisonpianos.com/
http://www.uncleg.com/
http://www.clubhousesteaks.com/
https://www.gohealthuc.com/nyc/long-island/huntington-station
http://www.brioitalian.com/walt_whitman_shops.html
https://huntington.northwell.edu/orthopedics
http://www.teachersFCU.org
https://www.teachersfcu.org//pages/index.php
http://www.huntingtonhondacars.com/tcd/home/?tcdkwid=241213330&tcdcmpid=469249&tcdadid=74562940502&locale=en_US&gclid=CIud6KuD-84CFdgNgQodNCIMfw
https://www.huntingtonhondacars.com/tcd/home/?tcdkwid=241213330&tcdcmpid=469249&tcdadid=74562940502&locale=en_US&gclid=CIud6KuD-84CFdgNgQodNCIMfw
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Dont-Stop-Dancin/445562322148950
http://locations.jambajuice.com/ny/huntington/1100-e.-jericho-turnpike.html
https://www.orangetheoryfitness.com/
http://www.waltwhitman.org

