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September 29, 2021

Food for Thought
“I haven’t failed. I’ve just found 10,000 ways that won’t work.”

– Thomas Edison
 
Superintendent’s Corner
It is hard to believe that the first month of school will soon be behind 
us.  It is no secret that a “return to normalcy” was the primary focus 
of this year’s opening, and we are inspired by the renewed energy 
that characterizes our district schools. We are committing to closing 
any learning gaps that resulted from the COVID disruption and are 
working on academic recovery plans in every district school. In other 
words, we are trying to determine exactly where students should be 
at this point in their scholastic journey, and use additional staff and 
resources to ensure that they meet and even exceed those lofty ex-
pectations.  Our South Huntington children deserve the very best, 
and we have every intention of ensuring that academic recovery is 
followed by continued growth both inside and outside the classroom 
walls.  Together, we can erase the COVID gaps and continue our stu-
dents’ individual and South Huntington’s collective rise to excellence.
 
News from Deputy Superintendent/Business 
Dr. Joseph Centamore 
Music
The Walt Whitman Marching Band had another successful competi-
tion this past Sunday in Copiague, earning 1st place overall in their 
division for their performance entitled “Dia de los Muertos.” They also 
earned top marks in the Ensemble Visual category. The band’s hard 
work continues to pay off. Their next competition is Sunday, October 
2nd at Malverne.
 
We are also very excited to share that Marc Malafronte has been 
accepted into SCMEA All County Jazz Ensemble on guitar. Congrat-
ulations on a wonderful accomplishment!
 
National Custodian’s Day
This Sunday is National Custodian’s day. We thank all of our cus-
todians, as well as everyone in all of the areas throughout our Fa-
cilities Department for the wonderful services they provide to South 
Huntington’s students, staff and community. The services provided 
by our custodial, maintenance, and grounds teams were highlighted 
during a presentation at last week’s Board of Education meeting. The 
quality of our schools, offices and grounds fosters an environment 
conducive to learning and teaching; one that is safe, welcoming and 
engaging.
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News from Assistant Superintendent for 
Curriculum & Instruction, Dr. John Murphy & 
Dr. Gayle Steele
After-school and Extracurricular Activities in South Huntington
With the start of the new school year, South Huntington is focused on 
providing our students the ability to participate in after-school and ex-
tracurricular activities at all building levels. This may include Coding 
Club, Intramurals, and Musical Theater at the elementary level, as 
well as a variety of clubs and activities at both the middle school and 
high school. These activities give our students time to explore ideas 
outside the classroom, while fostering an environment for healthy so-
cialization with their peers. Within these school events, we will follow 
all Department of Health guidelines for all activities, as the health and 
safety of our students remains a priority. Please look for information 
in the weeks to come regarding these activities from your building 
Principals.

For secondary schools, please see the links below to access clubs 
and activities:

WWHS Clubs and Activities
WWHS Clubs & Activities | SHUFSD

Stimson Clubs and Activities
Stimson Middle School Clubs

Curriculum Pamphlets/Guides available for parents
In an effort to provide parents the ability to know what’s being taught 
in their child’s classroom, South Huntington Office of Curriculum and 
Instruction has worked with the primary school buildings throughout 
the district to provide a curriculum pamphlet that provides detailed 
information on topics and units of study within each core curriculum 
area. Please see the list below to access this information. We will be 
sending out the intermediate school curriculum guides in the near 
future.  If you have any questions at all, we ask that you either contact 
your child’s principal or the office of Curriculum and Instruction at 631-
812-3100.

Oakwood/Countrywood
Kindergarten  Kindergarten Parent Pamphlet
1st Grade  First Grade Parent Pamphlet
2nd Grade   Second Grade Parent Pamphlet

Maplewood/Birchwood
3rd Grade  Third Grade Parent Pamphlet
4th Grade  Fourth Grade Parent Pamphlet
5th Grade  Fifth Grade Parent Pamphlet

Parent Workshops on Technology
In an effort to provide our parents with the best possible informa-
tion with regards to technology, South Huntington School District is 
creating a series of parent/guardian workshops designed to engage 
and inform parents/guardians about the changes in current technol-
ogy in the district.  Information via virtual sessions on such items as 
ParentSquare, Infinite Campus Parent Portal, Classlink, and Google 
Classroom will be provided to parents, as well as how to effectively 
utilize these services to better understand what your child is doing in 
school.  We will be sending this information out to all parents/guard-
ians in the coming weeks, and encourage all parents/guardians to at-
tend.  As always, if you have any questions, please feel free to contact 
the Office of Curriculum and Instruction at (631) 812-3100.
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i-Ready Testing
In the coming weeks, all students, Kindergarten through 8th grade, 
will be participating in i-Ready diagnostics testing to determine the 
current learning levels, as well as yearly goals of growth for each 
student.  i-Ready is a diagnostic tool that assists teachers in as-
sessing student progress to provide the proper support necessary 
for student success.  This tool can truly allow for teachers to as-
certain each student’s learning needs and adjust instruction to fit 
their individual needs. 

Congratulations to the winners of our Summer Reading Club 
Bookmark Contest. In June, our librarians wanted to get stu-
dents excited about summer reading and invited them to create 
artwork for bookmarks. There were grade-level winners from Oak-
wood, Countrywood, Birchwood and Maplewood. Large versions 
and copies of winning bookmarks were displayed/available at the 
South Huntington Public library and at JKAO. Here is a list of our 
winners:
 
Kindergarten (current 1st graders)
Countrywood - Travis Nader
Oakwood - Anthony Togholian
 
1st grade (current 2nd graders)
Countrywood - Giovanni Hernandez
Oakwood - Jillian Mazzalonga
 
2nd grade (current 3rd graders)
Countrywood - Carter Garcia
Oakwood - Savannah Saint Cyr
 
3rd grade (current 4 graders)
Birchwood - Samantha Talento
Maplewood - Celena Fusaro
 
4th grade (current 5th graders)
Birchwood - Valentina Valle
Maplewood - Wyatt McParland
 
5th grade (current 6 graders)
Birchwood - Ryder Mussler
Maplewood - Reid Tonna

Some Thoughts from Assistant Superintendent 
for Student Services April Poprilo 
The Adult and Continuing Education course offerings are now 
available for Fall 2021.  All available courses are scheduled to be 
in person and will follow health/safety COVID protocols.  Regis-
tration forms are accessible through the District’s website, www.
shufsd.org.  Forms can be mailed to or dropped off at the James 
Kaden Administrative Offices. The first class is scheduled to be-
gin on October 8th, so register soon!  For registration questions, 
please call, 631-812-3102.

Reminder: The first Special Education PTA (SEPTA) meeting 
is scheduled on Wednesday, September 29, 2021, 7:00 pm at 
James Kaden Admin Offices. 

News from David Barth, Supervisor of Physical 
Education, Health, Athletics & Recreation
Congratulations to Walt Whitman Swim team members Venus 
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Stewart (‘24), and Bianca Santaromana (‘22), who last week set 
new school records in their events!  Venus established a new record 
in diving competition with 162.37 points, and Bianca set a new school 
record in the 100-yard Freestyle with a time of 1:03.86.  Congratula-
tions!  

Thank you to everyone who came out to support our teams and per-
formances at Friday’s “White Out” game!  It was a great school and 
community event that was capped off with two, home team victories 
and terrific performances by our Cheerleading team, Dance Team 
and Marching Band.  
 
Visit our Athletics website for updated scores, coaches’ contact in-
formation and more.  All events taking place in the Walt Whitman 
North Gym, South Gym, and on the Turf Field will be live streamed on 
the NFHS Network (www.NFHSNetwork.com).  Visit www.SectionXI.
org for game schedules and make sure to follow the Athletic depart-
ment’s both Twitter and Instagram (@WaltWhitmanAD) for updates 
and highlights from the season.  Go Wildcats!

News from Sheila’s Food Corner

BREAKFAST IS IMPORTANT!

Breakfast is often documented as the most important meal of the day 
for everyone.  Tag that along with our belief that “Hungry Kids Cannot 
Learn,” and we know we have an issue at hand. We have found our 
Middle and High School students tend to leave home without eating 
breakfast because of the early hour and time crunch.  On the plus 
side of the equation?  This school year all students are provided a 
breakfast meal Free of charge; what better time to address this di-
lemma. 

Beginning October 12th, the SHNS program will introduce large 
breakfast kiosks to the Middle and High Schools.  We are excited to 
“revamp” our food choices to give our kiddos nutritional and still tasty 
meal varieties.  There will always be cold food choices available and 
a rotation of one hot choice per day. Fresh fruit will be available and 
parfaits will be introduced as well.  The kiosks are placed in the high 
traffic areas of both buildings and the Grab and Go concept works 

Teachers’ Appreciation Night 
Special savings to all South Huntington 

School District Residents 
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well, as they run by on their way to homeroom.

Stop by and take a look in the upcoming weeks!

News from Mr. Kenneth Costa, 
Principal of Walt Whitman High School
The high school boys and girls volleyball teams are sponsoring a “Dezy 
Day” on Thursday, October 7, 2021, in support of the Dezy Strong 
Foundation.  Please see the attached flyer for more information.

The Senior Class is sponsoring their annual Blood Drive on November 
5, 2021 in the PAC.  Eligible students will be able to give blood during 
the day in support of our local blood banks.

The high school is proud to announce that two of our graduating se-
niors were nominated for the News 12 Scholar Athlete Award.  Con-
gratulations to Gianna Paul and Liam Villanti for their nomination.  
Go Wildcats!

This past Friday, Walt Whitman High School hosted its first home Var-
sity Football game of the 2021 season.  We had nearly 1,000 stu-
dents, parents, and staff participating in the “White Out” to support our 
football program, and the debut of the first-ever student cheer section 
appropriately called “The Den.”  The Wildcats had an impressive win 
over Sachem East HS, and it was a memorable evening for all.  We 
are looking forward to an even bigger support base for our Homecom-
ing events, beginning with Spirit Week on October 18th, and culminat-
ing with the Homecoming Football game on October 23rd. We would 
love to see that same student participation and support for all of our 
athletic teams, musical events, and the arts.  We are all Wildcats!   

I thank you in advance for supporting all of our students, and please 
remember to support our various parent/student organizations and 
boosters.

“Be curious, not judgmental.”  
- Walt Whitman

News from Mr. Eddie Smith, 
Principal of Stimson Middle School
I cannot believe our calendar will flip to a new month this week.  I just 
wanted to thank you all for a smooth opening and all of your patience, 
as we ironed out the wrinkles of a new school year.  October is one 
of my personal favorite months.  Cool weather, fall athletics, and stu-
dents that are adjusted to routines and their schedules.  
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We are excited to announce that our Stimson Library will be open until 
4 pm on Tuesdays and Thursdays.  Please encourage your children 
to attend to read, get homework done, or enjoy a game of chess with 
their friends.  

On October 8th, Final Forms will be open for Winter I sports. If you 
have a child interested in playing Boys Basketball, Girls Volleyball, 
Boys and Girls Fencing, or Cheerleading please complete the informa-
tion needed in Final Forms.  

News from Mr. Steve Toto, 
Principal of Silas Wood Sixth-Grade School
“A book is a gift you can open again and again.” – Garrison Keillor   
It’s time for the Fall Silas Wood Book Fair. The Scholastic Book Fair 
will take place Tuesday, October 5, 2021 through Thursday, October 
7, 2021 in our Gymnasium. Please join us in promoting the joy and 
importance of reading during this school fund-raising event. Please 
remember to calculate the NYS sales tax of 8.625% into your calcula-
tions when providing money for your child. Our Book Fair is equipped 
to accept cash, check, and credit cards. You may also provide your 
child with money by setting up the “Scholastic E-Wallet” on line; this is 
done with a credit card. Please note that any unused E-Wallet funds 
will remain in your account for a future fair or can be used online - - 
the balance is NOT refundable. If paying by check, please make the 
check payable to Silas/Stimson PTA; please make sure your phone 
number is provided and that your child’s name is on the memo. If you 
have any questions or would like to volunteer at the Book Fair, please 
contact Dayna Cioffi at smsswptaloop@gmail.com  The PTA is seeking 
volunteers to help us set up the Book Fair on Monday, October 4th, at 
3 pm, as well as during the fair on Tuesday through Thursday for help 
with student sales and restocking. If you are available to help, or have 
any questions, please contact the PTA at smsswptaloop@gmail.com  
Thank you, and Happy Reading!

Reminder that school will be closed on Monday October 11th, as we 
observe the Columbus Day holiday.

News from Mr. Anthony Ciccarelli, 
Principal of Birchwood Intermediate School
The 5th grade Track & Field meet originally scheduled for October 19, 
2021 will be moved to April, 2022.  This event will be the culminating 
activity for our Physical Education Track & Field unit, and provide all 
5th grade students the opportunity to compete in a fun-filled day of 
events.  More information to come. 

Thank you to our PTA for a wonderful Movie Night event. We under-
stand the tremendous undertaking these events take to plan and ap-
preciate the effort on behalf of the Birchwood Family.

Birchwood PTA Book Fair - October 12th – 15th.  Your teacher will 
share the specific date your child is attending the Book Fair.

Birchwood Photo Day - October 6th – 7th. Your teacher will share the 
specific date your child is having their photo taken.

Join the Birchwood PTA by October 1st to be entered in a raffle to win 
tickets to Hershey Park. There will be two drawings, one winner will re-
ceive four tickets, and one winner will receive three tickets. Join at  bit.
ly/BirchwoodPTA.
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News from Mr. William Hender, 
Principal of Maplewood Intermediate School
We continue to have a wonderful time being back at school with all 
our friends at Maplewood Intermediate School.  Students are settling 
into their routines and are enjoying all the activities that have started.  
The hallways are now filled with music, as our band and orchestra 
lessons have begun.  Here at Maplewood we are all actively par-
ticipating in Maggie’s Challenge. Students have been sharing their 
challenges and have been purchasing teal bracelets for $1.  For more 
information about this wonderful organization,  please go to maggie-
smission.org.  

We are also pleased to announce that this year we will have an en-
hanced Track and Field Day for our 5th graders.  The 5th grade Track 
& Field meet originally scheduled for October 19, 2021 will be moved 
to April, 2022.  This event will be the culminating activity for our Phys-
ical Education Track & Field unit and provide all 5th grade students 
the opportunity to compete in a fun-filled day of events.  More infor-
mation to come.

News from Dr. Annie Michaelian, 
Principal of Oakwood Primary Center
This week began with our first and very successful Oakwood PTA 
meeting.  The evening was filled with positive energy and excitement 
for the wonderful plans ahead for this year.  If you have not joined the 
Oakwood PTA, please consider becoming a member.  Please help 
the PTA reach their highest goal in membership this year.

This Friday evening the PTA is hosting the Welcome Back Celebra-
tion at Oakwood. The celebration is set with RSVP’s gathered by 
the PTA for students to enjoy a craft, a snack, and dancing to songs 
played by the DJ.  As previously shared, unfortunately walk-ins will 
not be able to be accommodated for this event. We can’t wait to see 
you from 6-7 pm on October 1st.

Remember to sign up for ParentSquare, an important communica-
tion tool to keep the home and school connection ongoing. You can 
download the app to your cell phone, follow the prompts to be set up 
to receive messages from your child’s teacher(s), the Oakwood Main 
Office, and the District. 

Oakwood is still collecting family photos for our Family Photo Gallery. 
We are working on a fun project and need your help.  We are asking 
you to bring in one, 4x6 picture, to display in our Hallway Family 
Photo Gallery.  The picture can include either your family or someone 
who is special to you.  

Thank you to all of our families for sending in a note when picking up 
your child from school.  It is important to know in advance if a child 
is getting picked up and not boarding the bus home. This provides a 
safe and smooth dismissal process.

Enjoy the sunshine and have a great week.
#theoakwoodway

News from Mr. Mitchell Levy, 
Principal of Countrywood Primary Center 
Thank you to everyone who joined us for our first PTA meeting of the 
year this past Monday night.  It was wonderful to have parents partic-
ipating both in person as well as virtually.  We are very excited, after 
a year and a half, to be able to bring back many of our wonderful PTA 
events, with some COVID safety modifications in place.  Please be 
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on the lookout for information about our upcoming Halloween-themed 
PTA evening on Friday, October 15th.  As this is always a very popular 
event, we have rented lights, and will be holding the evening outdoors 
so as not to have to turn anyone away.    Details to follow from the 
PTA. 

We are very excited to announce that our Mental Health team is now 
complete.  Ms. Lorraine Martinez came on board as our new Behavior 
Specialist this past Monday.  Ms. Martinez comes to us from DDI (De-
velopmental Disabilities Institute), where she most recently served as 
one of their Behavior Specialists.  We are very excited to welcome Ms. 
Martinez to our Countrywood Family! 

As we get ready to turn the calendar to October, we wanted to share 
that plans are underway to once again be able to hold our ever pop-
ular Halloween Parade.  As long as the weather cooperates, and we 
can hold the event outdoors, it will be open to spectators.  Details on 
the specifics of this to follow in the near future.  Additionally, we will 
be holding our annual Pumpkin Hunt on Thursday, October 21st; ad-
ditional details on this will be shared with you in the very near future.  

Another sign of a return to more normalcy was the return of our AIS 
Reading and AIS Math groups, something that we were not able to 
provide last year.  If your child is being supported by one of our AIS 
staff you have already been informed. As always, these groups are 
being evaluated and reevaluated, and our staff will be in touch, if any 
changes are necessary. 

As always, we are here to support our families and students.  Please 
reach out if you have any questions or concerns.   We wish you a 
wonderful week ahead.  

News from South Huntington Educational 
Foundation, SHEF

SHEF continues to support local businesses with monthly raffles, such 
as September’s handcrafted  LOOK WHAT I MADE sign, made with 
love by Wildcat Parent, Amanda DeVinney 

  Enter SHEF’s monthly raffle by visiting SHEFINC.ORG to enter 
today.  Be sure to follow SHEF on Facebook and Instagram where 
monthly raffle winners are announced each month at the same time 
we announce the next SHEF monthly raffle! 

   The South Huntington Educational Foundation works year-round 
fundraising to support our students and educators, and supplements 
district goals and initiatives.  SHEF has long been a supporter of the 
arts, providing students a space to experience playing instruments on 
many fields, stages and in the WWHS recording studio.

   Now SHEF is pleased to complement on their part, by helping to 
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http://www.instagram.com/shef_southhuntingtonwildcats/
http://www.eniainspired.com
http://www.eniainspired.com
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create a space for South Huntington art students to display their tal-
ents and portfolios among peers, families and college recruiters within a 
dedicated space.  SHEF looks forward to the ribbon cutting to celebrate 
these talented artists who now have a gallery to call home. 

News from SEPTA – Maureen Basedow
Please join us this evening at SEPTA’s first meeting.  We will be dis-
cussing our ideas and thoughts for our students and staff for the year!  
Also, our membership flyer is attached, please join and become a SEP-
TA Member!

District PTA Council News
Save the Date for Walt Whitman HS PTA’s Annual Wildcat Bash Fund-
raiser – 

Thursday, Oct. 28th, 7pm at Finley’s on Green Street 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1a69_LuL5K71_HPfD1VDsYST_L_
dkl0Zx/view?usp=sharing

The Weeks to Come
Please log on to your school’s website and social media accounts for 
more information.

Whitman Sports

Stimson Sports

http://www.shufsd.org/Assets/Superintendent_Newsletter/ACE_Hardware_Coupon1.pdf
http://www.shufsd.org/Assets/Superintendent_Newsletter/Siennas_EZ_Academics_(2).pdf
http://www.zwangerpesiri.com/
http://zprad.com
http://westhillsvisionlongisland.com
https://stores.barnesandnoble.com/store/2327
http://www.shufsd.org/Assets/Superintendent_Newsletter/IHOPHuntintonSpg2016.pdf
https://www.shufsd.org/Assets/Superintendent_Newsletter/IHOPHuntintonSpg2016.pdf
https://www.handandstonemelville.com/
https://www.handandstonemelville.com/
https://ymcali.org/programs/child-care
https://ymcali.org/programs/child-care
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1a69_LuL5K71_HPfD1VDsYST_L_dkl0Zx/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1a69_LuL5K71_HPfD1VDsYST_L_dkl0Zx/view?usp=sharing
http://www.alticeadvantageinternet.com/#/
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Community and School District Flyers 
In an effort to make our weekly newsletter more convenient, each of the 
flyers we receive are listed below. Click on the one that interests you 
and you will be automatically linked to that flyer.

NEYSA 
Fall 

Tennis 
in 

Dix Hills

WWHS 
Battle of the 

Marching 
Bands

10/9/21

Become a 
Wildcat
Booster

Club
Member!

The 
Boxfit

Experience
All Abilities

& Skill 
Levels

Sign-up 
here for 

SH Public 
Library 

E-Newsletter

Soccer Shots
Weekend 

& Weekday 
Programs for 

Ages 2-8

across the street from Lazy Boy

SEPTA 
2021-22

Membership 
Form

English

Join 
Boy 

Scouts 
Troop 68

Join 
Girl 

Scouts 
of Suffolk 

County

discover your hidden smile
Mita A. Parikh, DMD

Hidden Smiles Orthodontics
864 West Jericho Turnpike 

Suite B
Huntington, NY 11743

631-824-6353

www.HiddenSmiles.com 

TOPSoccer
Special 
Needs 

Division

http://www.brianmgill.com/
http://www.safebathli.com
http://www.VillageEastGifted.com
https://www.villageeastgifted.com/
http://www.shufsd.org/Assets/Superintendent_Newsletter/Dr_Knott_Ad2.pdf
https://www.shufsd.org/Assets/Superintendent_Newsletter/Dr_Knott_Ad2.pdf
http://www.countyline.doitthebest.com
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http://www.mathnasium.com/huntington
https://www.mathnasium.com/huntington
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https://www.wildcatbc.org/become-a-member
https://stores.barnesandnoble.com/store/2327?view=
http://www.GCMazda.com
https://cdn.sanity.io/files/0mhd58v5/production/d8966315275d55488ffca7ef816d14ebbda6b69e.pdf
https://libraryaware.com/310/Subscribers/Subscribe?optInPageId=39331b79-693d-4354-9a40-eec99c8c584a
https://cdn.sanity.io/files/0mhd58v5/production/fbb3d4c1271e6c0e372ac534c85b2690c536fc98.pdf
https://www.raymourflanigan.com/farmingdale-ny-furniture-mattress-store.aspx
https://cdn.sanity.io/files/0mhd58v5/production/6f42074071150cb0f6fddbfddb1a719c47160149.pdf?dl
https://cdn.sanity.io/files/0mhd58v5/production/62dbe4267a4fea035682abd72736f9771b3a4070.jpg
http://www.framingandartgallery.com
http://www.framingandartgallery.com/
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TFCU Can 
Help Make Your 

Financial Dreams 
A Reality. 

TeachersFCU.org

LEARN MORE

PROUD SUPPORTER OF 
SOUTH HUNTINGTON 

SCHOOLS
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http://www.huntingtonjeep.com
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http://www.mathnasium.com/huntington
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http://www.shufsd.org/Assets/Superintendent_Newsletter/Educator_App_(1).pdf
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http://www.puzzlebreakLI.com
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COASTLINE POOLS & SPAS

250 W. JERICHO TPKE.
HUNTINGTON STATION, 

NY 11746
631-351-4571

www.coastlinepool.com

http://www.huntingtontaxes.com/
http://www.shufsd.org/Assets/Superintendent_Newsletter/Gustozo_Pizza_Ad_Master.pdf
http://www.coastlinepool.com
http://www.longislandhealingartslearningcenter.com
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Supports 
South

Huntington
Schools

482 Walt Whitman Road
Melville NY, 11747

One Free Session
Good for You 
and a Friend

(first time guests and local 
residents only)

Melville Location
500 Walt Whitman Road

Melville, NY 11747
631-683-8311

http://www.suffolkCountyAcupuncture.com
https://suffolkcountyacupuncture.com/
http://www.zwangerpesiri.com/
http://zprad.com
http://FaustHarrisonPianos.com
https://faustharrisonpianos.com/
http://www.uncleg.com/
https://www.gohealthuc.com/nyc/long-island/huntington-station
https://huntington.northwell.edu/orthopedics
http://www.huntingtonhondacars.com/tcd/home/?tcdkwid=241213330&tcdcmpid=469249&tcdadid=74562940502&locale=en_US&gclid=CIud6KuD-84CFdgNgQodNCIMfw
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http://locations.jambajuice.com/ny/huntington/1100-e.-jericho-turnpike.html
https://www.orangetheoryfitness.com/
http://www.waltwhitman.org

