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September 23, 2020

Food for Thought
Sponsored by Hidden Smiles Orthodontics
“The strongest oak of the forest is not the one that is protected 
from the storm and hidden from the sun. It’s the one that stands in 
the open where it is compelled to struggle for its existence against 
the winds and rains and the scorching sun.” - - Napoleon Hill

Superintendent’s Corner
There’s no question that the international pandemic, coupled with 
the 24/7 news coverage, makes it difficult to envision a “COVID-
free” existence.
 
Our South Huntington team understands this reality and is tak-
ing steps to ensure recognition of the numerous accomplishments 
that are already starting to fill the new school year. Please tune 
into the website (Shufsd.org), as well as our Facebook  (facebook.
com/southhuntingtonufsd/) and Instagram (instagram.com/south-
huntingtonschools/), to see and hear the good news about our 
students and staff. 

News from Deputy Superintendent Dr. Joseph 
Centamore in the Curriculum Office
Walt Whitman High School is proud to report that just under 80% 
of our students who participated in the Advanced Placement pro-
gram earned college-level credit on the 2020 AP exams. It’s re-
markable to note that, despite the increased AP class enrollment, 
which has hundreds more students participating in college class-
es, the overall credit percentage continues to climb, as more of our 
young men and women “rise to the occasion” and prove ready to 
embrace college-level work.  

We are also pleased to announce that the Grade Book feature in 
the Parent Portal is being rolled out for students in grades 6 through 
12.  Students and parents will now be able to view posted, graded 
assignments, and homework progress. This “real time” information 
will replace the traditional progress reports.  Parents can access 
Grade Book by signing into their Infinite Campus Portal account 
and find the menu Assignments and Grade Book Updates, which 
are now visible.  Assignments gives a list of all student projects as 
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they are assigned.  Grade Book Updates is a listing of assignments 
and their scores.

News from Assistant Superintendent for 
Business and District Operations Dr. Vito D’Elia
Thank you all for your patience as we adjust to the transporta-
tion dynamics during these initial weeks of school.  We were able 
to address the vast majority of concerns and are making steady 
progress with our new contracted provider (Educational Transpor-
tation).  Please know that we want very much to be responsive and 
will continue to adjust accordingly.

Some Thoughts from Assistant Superintendent 
for Student Services April Poprilo 
Earlier this week, parent(s)/guardian(s) received via email a link 
to access the Social-Emotional Wellness Screener (available in 
English and Spanish).  This screener is not a diagnostic, rather an 
informational tool for Student Services team members, i.e. social 
workers, school psychologists and behavior specialists, to identify 
and respond to individual and/or collective social-emotional needs 
of students in their respective buildings.  Completion of the form 
is voluntary.  Please note the form will only accept responses for 
one child at a time.  All responses are confidential and will only be 
shared with the support team members and administrators at your 
child’s building.  The screener link will be available on the district 
website and will remain open until Friday, October 2, 2020.  In the 
meantime, if parent(s)/guardian(s) have an immediate question or 
concern, then please contact your child’s school so you can be 
directed to a Student Services team member.   

News from Dr. James Wright, Supervisor of 
Physical Education, Health, Athletics & 
Recreation
Off-season workouts have begun at Walt Whitman High School.  
Please check with your coach for days and times.  You must be 
signed up on Final Forms for the sport you are interested in.

News from Mr. John Murphy, 
Principal of Walt Whitman High School
In keeping with last year, we have decided to continue creating 
videos of current events and activities at Whitman in order to keep 
parents better informed.  To access this video, please click on the 
link: 
 https://www.wevideo.com/view/1841025008

This is a reminder that the WWHS Counseling Center will be hold-
ing a series of Senior Class meetings this week and will last until 
October 1st.  All meetings will be located in the Performing Arts 
Center and will start at 7 p.m.  These meetings are designed to 
provide continued support, as well as with the college process, and 
items such as Common App, Naviance and College Selection.  A 

157 E. Main Street
Huntington, NY 11743
SignaturePremier.com
Office: 631.673.3700
Mobile: 631.742.1774
Fax: 631.673.3359
LisaLeggioRealtor@gmail.com

157 E. Main Street
Huntington, NY 11743
SignaturePremier.com
Office: 631.673.3700
Mobile: 631.374.6555
Fax: 631.673.3359
EliotLonardo@gmail.com

https://www.wevideo.com/view/1841025008
http://www.signaturepremier.com
http://www.signaturepremier.com/
http://wildcatboosterclub.website.siplay.com/
https://www.huntingtonmazda.com/?alst=1.3.315321801.46115828341.235578796075&gclid=CjwKCAjwlujnBRBlEiwAuWx4LRdKig4YQPVtF4Icr1ELVImcrT8lHUKax1N6pN8UHXpvYMYWJnxnYxoCve8QAvD_BwE
http://www.signaturepremier.com/
https://www.coastalcabinetworks.com/
https://nextlevelsportscenter.com/
http://www.bagelbiz.com
http://www.alticeadvantageinternet.com/#/


college admissions counselor will also be on-hand to address 
any parent questions they may have. To maintain social-dis-
tancing, these meetings have been broken down by counselors.  
The schedule for the balance of this week is below:

Wednesday, September 23rd - Mrs. I. Moss
Thursday, September 24th - Ms. K. Boozer
Tuesday, September 29th - Ms. Petrie
Wednesday, September 30th - Ms. Dooley
Thursday, October 1st - Mr. Chapman

This is the last week to order freshmen, sophomore, and ju-
nior and senior class shirts!  Order your shirts online at: https://
whitmanspirit2020.itemorder.com/.  Orders must be placed by 
September 28th.  If you have any questions, have your child 
see a socially-distanced class officer or a class adviser.

To start the new school year, Mathletes will hold a brief virtu-
al meeting on Wednesday, September 23rd, at 2:15 p.m., on 
Mr. Samedy’s Mathlete Google Meet.  All prospective members 
must go to Mr. Samedy’s site, click on the Mathletes tab and 
attend. Ninth graders planning on joining next year are highly 
encouraged to attend.
 
This is a reminder to all 9th through 11th graders that if you did 
not sit for an undergraduate portrait photo, we will have one 
make-up day on November 2nd.  This will be for both in-school 
and all-virtual students.  More information will follow in the up-
coming weeks.

DECA is Walt Whitman’s award-winning Business Club. Be a 
part of this exciting club and sharpen your business skills. Come 
learn what we’re all about this Thursday, September 24th, at 4 
p.m.  We will have an informational Google Meet.  Please visit 
Mrs. Morga’s website, or stop by room 528 for meeting details.
 
Walt Whitman High School is proud to host the Tri-Commu-
nity and Youth Agency’s new teen room in our building! They 
welcome all students for homework help, workshops and pro-
grams, games and music and much more!  They are down in 
the 400 wing in what used to be the Teacher Center (room 401) 
every day after school, from 1:30 p.m. – 5 p.m.  

Attention all Senior parents… If your child missed the spring 
application process for the National Honor Society, this is the 
time to apply.  Letters of invitation to apply were sent to eligible 
students’ homes last week.  Interested students must turn in the 
signed Statement of Understanding by this Friday, September 
25th.  The form will ensure that you will get a packet to apply.  
The statement of understanding should be placed in the box in 
the Main Office no later than Friday.

Jonas Wagner
Licensed Broker / Owner

631-406-4200 X 110
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News from Mr. Eddie Smith, 
Principal of Stimson Middle School
I hope this communication finds all our Stimson families doing 
well.  Just a reminder for all parents of fully remote students - All 
classroom materials MUST be picked up by the end of next week.  
Please come to the main entrance between 9 am and 1 pm, and a 
staff member will give you their classroom materials.  These ma-
terials are critically important to your child’s success and must be 
picked up as soon as possible.
 
In reaction to Covid-19 safety precautions, we have revamped our 
Curriculum Night to a “virtual” online format.

The Stimson Middle School Virtual Curriculum Night will take 
place on Wednesday, September 30th.  

Virtual Curriculum Night will commence at 7 pm on September 
30th. Parents should follow their child’s schedule by visiting each 
of their child’s teacher’s Google Site pages (link below). Each 
teacher will offer a short (approximately five to seven minute) vid-
eo to introduce themselves and outline the courses they teach. In 
these videos, teachers will explain their expectations, procedures, 
curriculum, communication methods, use of Google Classroom, 
Google Meet (including etiquette and procedures), tools they will 
be using, grading policies, assessments and more that parents 
and families may expect this school year.  

As always, the cooperation and assistance of all our Stimson fam-
ilies is greatly appreciated. Thank you, in advance, for taking the 
time to join us for our Virtual Curriculum Night!
 
https://www.shufsd.org/schools/stimson-middle-school/staff

News from Mr. Steve Toto, 
Principal of Silas Wood Sixth-Grade School
Now in our third week back to school, Silas Wood students and 
staff are settling in beautifully! With gratifying ease, we have all 
become accustomed to the precautionary safety measures that 
have been put in place. Our students continue to impress with the 
maturity and dignity of their adjustment to our “new normal!” In 
this busy week, we have enjoyed having school photos taken and 
now look forward to a presentation of our “Getting Ready for the 
Diagnostic” slide show to take place during our extended home-
room this Friday. This slide show will give our students confidence 
to approach their i-Ready Reading test on Wednesday, Septem-
ber 30th, as well as their i-Ready Math test coming on Thursday, 
October 1st.  As you may know, i-Ready provides a diagnostic 
assessment designed to provide teachers with actionable insight 
into student needs, offering a complete picture of student perfor-
mance and growth.
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In reaction to Covid-19 safety precautions, we have revamped our 
Curriculum Night to a “virtual” online format.  This Silas Wood Vir-
tual Curriculum Night will take place on Tuesday, September 29th. 
Information will be emailed to parents shortly.  To this end, each of 
our teachers will create a short (approximately five to seven min-
ute) video introducing themselves and outline each of the courses 
they teach. Teachers will explain their expectations, procedures, 
curriculum, communication methods, use of Google Classroom, 
Google Meet (including etiquette and procedures), tools they will 
be using, grading policy, and assessments and more that parents 
and families may expect this school year. 
 
In closing, I share this inspirational quote, perfect for our times, at-
tributed to South Huntington’s own Walt Whitman: “Keep your face 
always toward the sunshine - and shadows will fall behind you.”

News from Mr. Anthony Ciccarelli, 
Principal of Birchwood Intermediate School
Learning Days for the week of September 29th:

Group A - Coming to BW Tuesday, September 29th, and Thursday,
    October 1st
                Learning from Home Wednesday, September 28th, and
    Friday, October 2nd 

Group B - Coming to BW Wednesday, September 30th, and Friday,
    October 2nd 
    Learning from Home Tuesday, September 29th, and
    Thursday, October 1st

Curriculum Nights - Please join us virtually for our Curriculum Nights, 
starting at 7 pm, with a meeting with Mr. Ciccarelli and Mr. Keogh, 
followed by classroom presentations from your child’s teacher(s).

Grade 3- September 24th 
Grade 4- October 5th 
Grade 5- October 6th 

News from Dr. Gayle Steele, 
Principal of Maplewood Intermediate School
Thank you all for your cooperation and patience with our new arrival 
and dismissal procedures. Things are becoming more of a routine, 
and we appreciate everyone’s efforts in keeping safety a priority for 
our community. 

We are excited to inform you of our rescheduled Curriculum Nights.  
All Curriculum Night meetings will be held via Google Meet using 
the following schedule:
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Grade 3 Orientation/Curriculum Night – Thursday, September 
24, 2020 
6:30 pm – 7:00 pm:   Mental Health Staff 
7:05 pm – 7:25 pm:   Meet the Principal and Assistant Principal
7:30 pm – 8:15 pm:   Third Grade Classroom Teachers, Mrs. Shapiro

Grade 4 Curriculum Night – Monday, October 5, 2020 
6:30 pm – 7:00 pm:  Speech Teachers
7:05 pm – 7:25 pm:  Meet the Principal and Assistant Principal
7:30 pm – 8:15 pm:  Fourth Grade Classroom Teachers, Mrs. Lettieri

Grade 5 Curriculum Night – Tuesday, October 6, 2020 
6:30 pm – 7:00 pm:  ENL Teachers, Special Area Teachers (Library, 
Art, Music, Phys. Ed.) 
7:05 pm – 7:25 pm:  Meet the Principal and Assistant Principal
7:30 pm – 8:15 pm:  Fifth Grade Classroom Teachers, Mr. Winters

All teachers and staff will have instructions posted in their Google 
Classrooms or Google Sites for how to join the Google Meet.  The 
link for the meeting with the principal and assistant principal can be 
found on the calendar on the district website, as well as the Maple-
wood page.

Please call with any questions. We look forward to “meeting” you all!

News from Dr. Annie Michaelian, 
Principal of Oakwood Primary Center
Greetings to our Oakwood families!  This week Oakwood students 
and staff continue the positive learning energy!  All of our class-
rooms, both in-school and virtual, are bustling with academic and 
social-emotional lessons and activities! 

We have started practicing our fire drills and will continue to do so 
this week.  The students have done a fantastic job with learning all 
about staying safe and practicing these very important drills. 

On Monday, a Spiritwear flyer was sent via email on behalf of the 
Oakwood PTA.  Please feel free to browse the site and order some 
cozy Oakwood spiritwear!  We thank our PTA for organizing a user 
friendly way to purchase these items!

A special thank you to our families for your continued support with 
our arrival and dismissal procedures.  We are seeing that the rou-
tines and procedures are working well and allowing for smooth daily 
transitions!
 
We are excited to host our Oakwood Curriculum Nights for our fam-
ilies beginning next week.  We will be hosting all virtual presenta-
tions using the Google Meet feature. Classroom teachers, support 
staff and special area teachers will be sharing the details of the 
presentations with families.  Each evening will begin with a brief 
introduction and presentation from Dr. Michaelian and Ms. Colon. 

http://rpmraceway.com/
https://rpmraceway.com/
https://rpmraceway.com/
https://rpmraceway.com/
http://www.simon.com/mall/walt-whitman-shops/about
https://www.simon.com/mall/walt-whitman-shops/about
http://www.mydixhillsdiner.com
https://www.mydixhillsdiner.com/
http://www.LIOUTLAWSLAX.COM
https://www.lioutlawslax.com/
http://www.popeyes.com
https://www.popeyes.com/
http://www.balanceyogaandhealing.com  
http://balanceyogaandhealing.com/
http://www.waltwhitman.org
https://www.waltwhitman.org/


Please see the schedule for the upcoming presentations.

Tuesday - September 29th - Kindergarten
Wednesday - September 30th - First Grade
Thursday - October 1st - Second Grade

We are looking forward to officially welcoming our families back 
to school! 

News from Mr. Mitchell Levy, 
Principal of Countrywood Primary Center 
Countrywood’s remote learning has been in full swing during our 
closure.  If you haven’t already had an opportunity to do so, please 
check out our social media pages to get a glimpse into all of the 
wonderful, creative, and fun ways that our students are participat-
ing virtually.   We are very excited to be reopening our physical 
school building later this week and hope that we have gotten our 
“bump in the road” out of the way.  We know that this closure was 
a major inconvenience to our learning family, and thank everyone 
for their patience, cooperation, and kind words during the process.
  
Yesterday I shared, via School Messenger, that we will be holding 
virtual back-to-school night meetings next week; Kindergarten on 
Tuesday, September 29th, 1st grade on Wednesday, September 
30th, and 2nd grade on Thursday, October 1st.   I will be shar-
ing our details on the special area and support staff Google Meet 
codes in the coming days.  While these events will be far from our 
traditional nights, it will allow you to hear directly from your child’s 
classroom teacher about the curriculum and the year ahead.  We 
hope you can join us from a distance for this worthwhile evening.
  
As we get ready to get back into our routines, a friendly reminder 
to those who will be picking up their children at dismissal time, 
please have your “gold pick-up pass” displayed on the passenger 
side of your car, these pick-up passes have helped us shave off 
10+ minutes during dismissal, and we appreciate everyone’s co-
operation.
  
Thank you again to everyone for your flexibility, understanding, 
and cooperation as we navigated this challenge together.  We 
can’t wait to see everyone back at Countrywood later this week!

News from the Board of Education
It is with an enormous amount of pride that we share with the South 
Huntington learning community that our own Board trustee—Ed-
ward  J. Nitkewicz—will be honored by the New York State School 
Boards Association with their prestigious President’s Award.  This 
notable recognition is granted to individuals that have made sig-
nificant contributions toward the betterment of public education in 
New York State.  Mr. Nitkewicz will be honored in a virtual presen-
tation during the 2020 NYSSBA Annual Convention & Education 
Expo in October.  The news was shared by the New York State 
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School Boards Association in their On Board newspaper on Mon-
day, September 21, 2020.  The full article appears on our website.  
 
Mr. Nitkewicz has served on the Board of Education since 2009, 
and has worked tirelessly for the District in this capacity, as well 
as outside organizations focused on assisting children with Autism 
and other special needs.  Fred Langstaff, President of the New 
York State School Boards Association, summed it up perfectly in 
the article featuring this story.  He shared, “Ed is the culmination of 
everything you think a good school board member and dad should 
be.  His deep devotion to ensuring that all students with disabilities 
have the opportunity to excel in the public school system is a shin-
ing example for all of us as school board members.”
 
Congratulations to Mr. Nitkewicz, and thank you for being the bea-
con of light for so many—students, parents and staff members.

News from South Huntington Educational 
Foundation, SHEF

Many thanks to all those who came out for our first fundraiser last 
week at Chipotle.  Stay tuned for more like this, where we can sup-
port a local business and do something together even when we’re 
apart!

In celebration of World Gratitude Day this week, SHEF celebrates 
all those who are doing their part and then some, helping one an-
other and supporting each other throughout our Wildcat family. 
Here’s to you ~ You’re Doing a Good Job... with love from SHEF.        
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NkDNp4ATCso&app=desktop

News from SEPTA – Maureen Basedow
Our Membership drive is open for 2020/2021 school year.  Mem-
bership is $10.00 per person.  You can join online, or send in a 
check/cash to the James Kaden Administration Office!  Member-
ship forms are attached below.  Thank you for your support for our 
special education students and staff.

The Weeks to Come
Wednesday, September 23 JKAO:  BOE Business Meeting, 
    Virtual, 7:30 p.m.

Thursday, September 24 Birchwood/Maplewood (Grade 3) -
     Virtual Curriculum Night

Monday, September 28  Yom Kippur/Schools Closed
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New Huntington Location
326 Walt Whitman Rd.

Huntington, NY 11746
631-444-5544

zprad.com

Tuesday, September 29 Countrywood/Oakwood (Kg) – 
    Virtual Curriculum Night
    Silas Wood – Virtual Curriculum 
    Night

Wednesday, September 30 Countrywood/Oakwood (Grade 1) -
    Virtual Curriculum Night
    Stimson – Virtual Curriculum Night

Thursday, October 1  Countrywood/Oakwood (Grade 2) -
    Virtual Curriculum Night

Monday, October 5  Birchwood/Maplewood (Grade 4) -
    Virtual Curriculum Night
    JKAO – PTA Council Meeting, 
    6 p.m., Virtual

Tuesday, October 6  Birchwood/Maplewood (Grade 5) -
    Virtual Curriculum Night

Whitman Sports

No scheduled sports

Stimson Sports

No scheduled sports
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SEPTA 
2020-21

Membership 
Form

Spanish

Community and School District Flyers 
In an effort to make our weekly newsletter more convenient, each of the 
flyers we receive are listed below. Click on the one that interests you 
and you will be automatically linked to that flyer.
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1 Schwab Road 
Huntington Station, NY 11746
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COASTLINE POOLS & SPAS

250 W. JERICHO TPKE.
HUNTINGTON STATION, 

NY 11746
631-351-4571

www.coastlinepool.com
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New Huntington Location
326 Walt Whitman Rd.

Huntington, NY 11746
631-444-5544

zprad.com

Supports 
South

Huntington
Schools

TFCU Can 
Help Make Your 

Financial Dreams 
A Reality. 

TeachersFCU.org

LEARN MORE

PROUD SUPPORTER OF 
SOUTH HUNTINGTON 

SCHOOLS

482 Walt Whitman Road
Melville NY, 11747

One Free Session
Good for You 
and a Friend

(first time guests and local 
residents only)

Melville Location
500 Walt Whitman Road

Melville, NY 11747
631-683-8311
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