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Food for Thought
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“Resilience is accepting your new reality, even if it's less good than
the one you had before. You can fight it, you can do nothing but
scream about what you've lost, or you can accept that and try to put
together something that’s good.”

— Elizabeth Edwards

Superintendent’s Corner

Despite observing more than my fair share of school openings over
the years, it is difficult to find words to do justice to the unique Sep-
tember, 2020, start. The reality is that this is a beginning like no oth-
er, and there is certainly a healthy share of hurdles strewn across
the road ahead. Fortunately, with each unsolicited challenge also
comes great opportunity, as we demonstrate resilience and strength
of character in the students of our community. While there are nu-
merous parts of this current reality that are simply out of our control,
we do have tremendous influence and power on the way we respond
to those considerable unexpected challenges. Please know that the
members of our team fully understand the highest nature of our re-
sponsibilities. We are in charge of protecting the health and welfare
of a combined 7,100 students and staff members, whose families
are entrusting us with the safety of their most prized possessions.
We also realize that our students get a chance to do the school year
only once, and it is, therefore, incumbent upon us to provide the very
best academic experience that circumstances permit. To this end,
we remain focused on creativity, communication, and transparency
throughout the semester. We fully expect to adapt, change, and grow
with circumstances, and while we can't predict the future, we can
promise a genuine effort on behalf of our students, staff, and parents.

News from Deputy Superintendent Dr. Joseph
Centamore in the Curriculum Office
Instructionally, both the hybrid and full remote programs are off to a
strong start. Students are actively engaged by the creative and inno-
vative lessons designed by their teachers. I'd like to thank our entire
staff for their tireless hours of preparation leading up to the reopening,
as well as our Learning Continuity Team, who dedicated their entire
summer to providing them with many wonderful workshops. To fur-
ther strengthen our communication and partnership with parents, our
elementary schools will be hosting virtual curriculum nights beginning
September 24th. The schedule is provided below. At the secondary
level, teachers in each school are preparing videos. These videos
will be posted by the evening on September 29th for Silas Wood, and
September 30th for Stimson and Whitman.


http://www.cwpmetro.com/
http://30z.493.myftpupload.com/
https://www.facebook.com/zenden.mk?fref=search&__tn__=%2Cd%2CP-R&eid=ARBXupt-Bae7JUh5l6TA8sm7ATv_WfKPsIKYr1oqTOTogo8medZvu8MbQMxM9L-xPkRVRSqrosrmqCJf
http://www.medicenterny.com
http://www.ten-tigers.com
https://smile.amazon.com/ref=smi_ext_ch_11-3164258_dl?_encoding=UTF8&ein=11-3164258&ref_=smi_chpf_redirect&ref_=smi_ext_ch_11-3164258_cl
http://hiddensmiles.com/
https://hiddensmiles.com/

157 E. Main Street
Huntington, NY 11743
SignaturePremier.com
Office: 631.673.3700
Mobile: 631.742.1774
Fax: 631.673.3359

LisaLeggioRealtor@gmail.com

HUNTINGTON STATION, WY 11746
(631)479-3821
JACK DEPALO - GM

wwrw Huntingtonhazda.com

| wish everyone a healthy and successful school year.

Virtual Elementary Curriculum Nights Schedule
Grade 3
Birchwood and Maplewood: Thursday, September 24th, at 7 p.m.

Grade K
Countrywood and Oakwood: Tuesday, September 29th, at 7 p.m.

Grade 1
Countrywood and Oakwood: Wednesday, September 30th, at 7 p.m.

Grade 2
Countrywood and Oakwood: Thursday, October 1st, at 7 p.m.

Grade 4
Birchwood and Maplewood: Monday, October 5th, at 7 p.m.

Grade 5
Birchwood and Maplewood: Tuesday, October 6th, at 7 p.m.

Virtual Secondary Program Schedule:
Program videos will be posted by the evening on each date.

Silas Wood: Tuesday, September 29th
Stimson: Wednesday, September 30th
Walt Whitman: Wednesday, September 30th

News from Assistant Superintendent for
Business and District Operations Dr. Vito D’Elia
We are required by New York State Reopening Guidance to period-
ically have you complete a Student Attestation Questionnaire. The
questionnaire is located on the district website and consists of four
screening questions related to COVID-19. Once you complete the
form, it will route your responses directly to your child's building
administration. We are requiring parents to fill out the form twice a
month. The calendar of submission dates for the 2020/21 school year
is located on the district website under the “Calendars” tab. Thank
you for all your support!

Some Thoughts from Assistant Superintendent
for Student Services April Poprilo

On behalf of the staff and administrators from the Office of Student
Services, | want to welcome new and returning families to the 2020-
21 school year. During this challenging time, we understand that tran-
sitioning back to school can be stressful for both children and adults.
In an effort to identify individual students who are or may be at risk of
experiencing or demonstrating social, emotional, and/or behavioral
difficulties, the Student Services team members, i.e. social workers,
school psychologists, and behavior specialists, developed a brief
screening tool to help assist parents with accessing assistance or re-
sources to address any social, emotional and/or behavioral concerns
about their child(ren). The Social-Emotional Wellness Screener for
Students will be sent to parents via email by early next week. In the
meantime, if parents have an immediate question or concern, please
call your school to contact a Student Services team member.
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News from Dr. James Wright, Supervisor

of Physical Education, Health, Athletics &
Recreation

The members of the Athletic Department welcome our students
and staff back to the 2020/2021 school year. This is a very dif-
ferent opening, in that circumstances are not permitting for the
traditional Fall Athletic Season that typifies the start of each year.
Instead, our dedicated athletes and coaches are waiting patiently
for what we all hope will be three athletic seasons beginning in
January, 2021. We realize this is not terribly popular within the
sports community, and the district remains committed to being
ready and able to compete when we receive the “green light” from
Section XI. Our coaches and athletes will most certainly be train-
ing and preparing for their season whenever opening day might
arise, and we look forward to cheering the Wildcats when the long,
anticipated moment arrives.

News from Jackie’s Art Corner

Welcome back to the 2020-2021 school year! With all the chal-
lenges, change, and complexity facing us all, we must open the
doors for safe-haven, positivity and new adventure for our stu-
dents. Our Arts Program, along with our amazing, creative art
teachers, has the power to do just that! Music, Art, Theatre and
Movement of Dance can provide our young people with a promise
that there is most definitely light, strength, and growth to look for-
ward to and achieve.

We thank our Superintendent, Dr. David Bennardo, Dr. Joseph
Centamore and our Board of Education for the strong support to
keep the ARTS ALIVE in South Huntington during this difficult time.

We look forward to our students embracing the year ahead with all
that the South Huntington Arts’ Program offers!

News from Mr. John Murphy,

Principal of Walt Whitman High School

Walt Whitman High School is happy to welcome all our new and
returning students back from a very long break. It's hard to be-
lieve that we have not been together in person since the middle
of March, but we are hopeful to be able to continue to see all our
wonderful students in the hallways and classrooms for the many
months to come. We also want to extend our heartfelt thanks to
our parents who have been so supportive during these difficult
days. Please know all your sacrifices and efforts did not go unno-
ticed. Thank you and let’s go Wildcats!!

Attention all Freshmen, Sophomores, Juniors and Seniors.

This is a reminder that class shirts are on sale now! Don't forget
to buy yours and show your class pride. Please order your shirts
online at the following link: whitmanspirit2020.itemorder.com. Fly-
ers are also up around the school with the link and a URL code.
All orders must be placed by September 28th. See a socially-dis-
tanced class officer, or a class adviser, if you have any questions.

This is a reminder that registration for our Fall Driver’s Education
Program is open. Registration packets can be found outside of
the main office. Please read all information carefully as it includes
updated requirements and guidance from the New York State
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Department of Education on Driver and Traffic Safety Education in
response to Covid-19. The cost for the program is $200. Please see
Mrs. Caliendo in the Main Office with any questions.

Lifetouch Photography is in the South Gym for undergraduate portrait
photos again on Thursday, September 17th, and Friday, September
18th. Students will be coming down with their Social Studies classes
to take their photos. If you are interested in ordering pictures, please
have your child bring in the packet that was mailed home to you over
the summer. If you need, we have extra packets in the main office.
All students MUST sit for these pictures, as they are used to update
our identification card and data management systems.

News from Mr. Eddie Smith,

Principal of Stimson Middle School

Welcome back South Huntington Families! We were thrilled to open
our doors on September 8th to all our new 7th graders and returning
8th graders. | know that this was definitely a long anticipated opening
with a lot of changes; however, our students and staff have truly risen
to occasion ensuring a great start. Most of this communication will
be dedicated to School Photographs. Please see below for this in-
formation. Again, | know | speak for our entire Stimson Family when
| say we are thrilled to be open!

Picture Day is coming to Stimson next Thursday, September
17th, and Friday, September 18th!
*Group A hybrid students will be photographed on Thursday,
September 17th.
*Virtual 8th grade students are asked to come Thursday,
September 17th, after school, from 2:15 p.m. to 3 p.m.
*Group B hybrid students will be photographed on Friday,
September 18th.
*Virtual 7th grade students are asked to come Friday,
September 18th, after school, from 2:15 p.m. to 3 p.m.

We encourage you to purchase your child’s photos ONLINE with
a credit card at http://www.classactphoto.com.
* Click SHOP, scroll down to CLIENT LOGIN, enter
STIMSONMS20, and submit.
* You then choose your background and select your photo
package.
* Please print the order confirmation page and send it to
school with your child on picture day!
+ All orders will be delivered to school and be sent home with
your child.

A paper order form has also been sent home if you would like to pay
with cash or check. Cash must be an exact amount, no change will
be given. Checks should be made payable to Class Act Photogra-
phers. Please check backpacks for order forms.

Your child’s photo will be taken whether you are purchasing photos or
not. All photos will be used in the yearbook!

If you have any questions regarding picture day, please contact the
PTA at smsswptaloop@amail.com. Please also follow the PTA Face-
book Page @smsswpta for regular updates and reminders.
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News from Mr. Steve Toto,

Principal of Silas Wood Sixth-Grade School
Welcome to our exciting year together here at the Silas Wood Sixth
Grade Center, Silas Superstars! The entire staff of Silas Wood and |
are more proud than ever of our resilient and courageous students!
We have asked so much of these eleven- and twelve-year-olds to be
adaptable in the extreme, to be flexible of spirit, and their response
has been hugely cooperative. | honestly stand in awe of this entire
group of remarkable young people. Well done, Silas Superstars, well
done—onward and upward; the sky’s the limit for each and every one
of you!

On a related note, | am more proud than | can say of my entire Team
here at Silas Wood for the manner in which we have spearheaded this
most-different and interesting (to say the least) year. We are pleased
to welcome a new member of the Silas Wood team, Mrs. Virginia Stair.
Ginny steps into the shoes of our recently-retired friend and colleague,
Margie Shepherd. Joining returning permanent building substitutes,
Freddy De Oliveira, Lauren Madden, Matt Ozur, Diana Shaneberg-
er, and Patti Stewart, are our new Silas Wood permanent building
substitutes, Brianna Calby, Steven Damiano, Matthew Frouws, Alyssa
Fusco, Briana Mehl, Emily Podlaski, Emily Purchacki, and Christopher
Quintana. Welcome to the Silas Family!

In closing, | would like to quote Long Island’s own President Theodore
Roosevelt who, way back in the early 1900s, inspired with these mot-
tos, which almost seem to have been written with our South Hunting-
ton school community in mind: “Believe you can, and you’re halfway
there” along with “When you are asked if you can do a job, tell 'em,
‘Certainly | can!’ Then get busy and find out how to do it.” Stay safe,
stay well, stay healthy—and wear your masks!

News from Mr. Anthony Ciccarelli,

Principal of Birchwood Intermediate School
We want to thank all our staff and students for a terrific start to our
school year. We are happy to see our students as they walk the halls
of Birchwood, or when they are learning from home during virtual
learning. We are so proud of how everyone is working together to
create a successful learning environment for our Birchwood family!

Learning Days for the week of September 21 - kidsupersmiles.com
Group A Coming to BW-Monday, September 21st, Tuesday,

September 22nd, and Thursday, September 24th
Learning from Home-Wednesday, September 23rd,
and Friday, September 25th

Group B Coming to BW-Wednesday, September 23rd, and
Friday, September 25th
Learning from Home-Monday, September 21st,
Tuesday, September 22nd, and Thursday,
September 24th

Thank you to Mr. Bosco and all the great custodians at Birchwood for
making Birchwood sparkle!!

News from Dr. Gayle Steele,

Principal of Maplewood Intermediate School
It's so nice to be able to welcome everyone back to school! Whether
you are participating in the hybrid or full-virtual learning model, it is
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wonderful to see students and teachers interacting and moving along
with the educational process. The students have been excellent with
adhering to the new guidelines for school. We know this starts at
home, so thank you all for your cooperation.

We have also implemented the following new procedures for our ar-
rival and dismissal in an effort to minimize congestion and allow for
social distancing:

Arrival: New signage has been added to locations at the entrance
marking the drop-off point for students. In order to better manage
social distancing at the front door, we are asking parents to drop
students off at the entrance to the parking lot. Staff will be present in
this location to assist.

Dismissal: Students taking the bus will be dismissed by grade in
order to load buses from back to front. Students being picked up will
be dismissed by grade at designated doors on the side of the build-
ing. Please send a note to your child’s teacher indicating that your
child is being picked up. If this will be a daily practice, please state
that in your letter. Parents will not be allowed in the building to get
passes to pick up their child. Anyone picking up a child will be asked
to park and walk to the side of the building where students will be
dismissed. Each grade will dismiss from a different entrance to allow
for social-distancing. Signs will be posted by each exit. We ask that
you be patient with us, as this is a new procedure, but it will allow us
to avoid the congestion that usually occurs in the front of the building.

Thank you to the PTA for the festive Welcome Back to School sign
that was on our front lawn for the first two days of school. Also, thank
you to the PTA for the delicious welcome back breakfast they pro-
vided for the staff. It was a fabulous way to end the first week, and
a nice reminder of the importance of the partnership between home
and school. We appreciate your support and look forward to a great
school year.

We all know this is a year of the unknown. However, what remains
constant is the dedication of this staff and community in ensuring our
students get the best education possible. Continue to reach out to us
with any questions or concerns. We are happy to help!

News from Dr. Annie Michaelian,

Principal of Oakwood Primary Center

Welcome Back to our Oakwood Families! We are so excited to see
our students and families as we all work together in the school-home
partnership and take on the 2020-2021 school year! Whether you
are participating in the hybrid or full remote learning model, this week
was full of energy as we opened the doors of Oakwood and enjoyed
seeing our students and staff back in learning action!

We want to thank our families for their positive messages and un-
wavering support as we navigate the new routines and procedures
to keep all of our students, staff, and families safe. The collaboration
between home and school has been a gift for our Oakwood family.

Our arrival and dismissal procedures have been working very
smoothly, and we thank you very much for your continued support.
Please note that we begin our dismissal process at 2:15 p.m., start-
ing with our second graders. First grade follows at 2:25 p.m., and our
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Kindergarten completes dismissal at 2:30 p.m. We ask that you use
the timing noted above if you are picking up your child, as it helps us
to continue working through a smooth dismissal process.

Thank you to our PTA for their support and the special Welcome Back
signs for our front lawn! It was the perfect ingredient for the Back to
School recipe! We appreciate all that you do to support our staff and
students!

Finally, our Oakwood book for the year is Tomorrow I'll Be Kind, writ-
ten by Jessica Hische! Our staff is excited to use this book to engage
our students in many ways we can be kind in our school, family, and
community.

We are looking forward to an incredible year of learning! Please con-
tinue to reach out to us with any questions or concerns. The Oak-
wood staff is always here to help make it a great year!

#theoakwoodway
Have a wonderful week!

News from Mr. Mitchell Levy,

Principal of Countrywood Primary Center
Welcome back Countrywood Families! It was so nice to finally open
our school doors to our students and see their smiling faces (yes,
we can tell they are smiling under their masks). While Monday’s
news was certainly not what any of us had hoped for, please know
that our staff have been preparing for a fully virtual option and were
ready to go Tuesday morning. We understand that there were some
technical glitches, and we apologize for those; we are always looking
to improve on our processes and procedures and appreciate those
who have reached out with ideas and feedback. We look forward to
next Thursday, September 24th, when we can, once again, reopen
our doors. Thank you for your patience and flexibility as we have
navigated our new routines together.

It is very strange not to be welcoming our families physically into our
school building this year, and we can’t wait for the day when it will
be safe to once again do so. In the meantime, we still want to share
with you all of the wonderful things taking place physically at Country-
wood, as well as virtually from home. On a regular basis, we will post
pictures from various classroom activities, projects, and other events
on our Countrywood social-media pages. If you don't already do so,
please follow us at:

Facebook: www.facebook.com/CountrywoodPrimaryCenter
Instagram: countrywood_primary_center
Twitter: @Countrywood_PC

For those of you interested in utilizing our wonderful Food Services
program, Ms. Buhse sent home important information on how to opt
into the program for the school year. Please be sure to fill out the ap-
propriate forms and submit them. For those of you looking to utilize
our meal program during our fully remote program, please reference
my email from Monday night as to how to proceed.

As always, if we can be of assistance, or if you have any questions
please reach out to us, we are here to partner with you for a safe,
nurturing, and academically enriching school year ahead.
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The Board of Education Statement regarding
Dr. Bennardo’s Retirement

For the past nine years, the South Huntington Union Free School Dis-
trict has been fortunate to have been led by one of the finest superin-
tendents in New York State. When he was hired in 2012, the Board
had high hopes for Dr. David Bennardo’s tenure as superintendent;
his time in South Huntington, however, has far surpassed every ex-
pectation. With his dynamic leadership style and tireless work ethic,
Dr. Bennardo rejuvenated our school district, restored Wildcat pride,
and transformed the school district into an academic powerhouse.
With a deep and abiding belief in equity, Dr. Bennardo diversified our
administration and staff and developed a model for the successful ed-
ucation of a diverse population that leaves no student behind. On the
strength of his incomparable interpersonal skills, Dr. Bennardo devel-
oped strong relationships with staff, administration, parents and the
Board of Education. Dr. Bennardo became liked and respected by
everyone in the South Huntington community.

While the Board of Education would have been thrilled for Dr. Ben-
nardo to continue to serve as superintendent for years to come, after
thirty-plus superb years in education, he deserves some rest, relax-
ation, and family time. The Board is indebted to Dr. Bennardo for his
incomparable work in South Huntington and also thanks his wife, Jill,
and children, Connor, Tiana, and Jenelle, for their support and under-
standing for all the late nights and non-stop work associated with this
job.

Dr. Bennardo’s departure will leave huge shoes to fill, and the Board of
Education will immediately embark upon a search for his replacement.
This process is expected to take much of the school year and will con-
clude only when the Board finds a candidate with the leadership skills
and vision to further improve student academic achievement.

While Dr. Bennardo’s retirement is an enormous loss for South Hun-
tington, successful organizations have deep rosters of talent, and
South Huntington is no exception. With exceptional administrators at
every building, and extremely bright and dedicated faculty and staff,
our foundation remains rock solid.

News from South Huntington Educational
Foundation, SHEF

If we can’t be together the way we were, we can still celebrate things
like National Guacamole Day together in our Wildcat way!

Stop by Chipotle on Wednesday, Sept. 16th, from 4-8 p.m., and tell
them you're there to support the South Huntington Educational Foun-
dation - help SHEF support our students K-12 this year!

Order in person, online, or with the Chipotle App from 4-8 p.m., and
use the promo code L9WQIN3. (Delivery orders do not apply to the
fundraiser.)
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New Huntington Location
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Huntington, NY 11746
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zprad.com

Today, September 16, 2020 is National Working Parents Day. You al-
ways wore a lot of hats, and now you have another hat...and a mask!
In other words, you are superhero level. Not until now has working from
home with kids been such a painfully hilarious phenomenon...or is it
hilariously painful? The creative parent posts on social media can help
us all decide!

Follow SHEF on Facebook and Instagram for some #WFHWK laughs!

News from SEPTA - Maureen Basedow
Happy First Week to all our students, staff, and administration!

SEPTA's first meeting is October 7th, 2020. Please join us and let's
discuss our ideas and thoughts for our students and staff for the year!
Also, our membership flyer is attached, please join and become a SEP-
TA Member!

Whitman Sports

No scheduled sports

Stimson Sports
No scheduled sports
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HEMPSTEAD, NY 11550
(516)B874-0385
PAUL PASSARELLI - GM
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2020-21 2020-21 Mita A. Parikh, DMD
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. . Suite B
English Spanish Huntingcon, NY 11743
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www.HiddenSmiles.com
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1 Schwab Road
Huntington Station, NY 11746

FURNITURE
MATTRESSES

Proud to support South
Huntington Schools

Farmingdale Showroom
2005 Broadhollow Rd.
(Route 110 North)
Farmingdale, NY 11735
(631) 768-8243

ESCAPE-THE-ROOM!

PUTZLE BREAK LOME ISLAND

516 -307-DB08 »ocz vmmiaset com

BOYS AND GIRLS

BASEBALL AND SOFTBALL
Spring Intramural - Grades K thru 12
Travel - Agp Qu thur 18y

Serving The Youth of Huntington Since 1960
StHugh Base ».o. 5 NV

1746

pting registration for our 2016 S
Please visit our website for complete information
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http://www.huntingtonjeep.com
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http://www.leaguelineup.com/welcome.asp?url=sthstebaseball
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http://www.puzzlebreakLI.com

250 W. JERICHO TPKE.
HUNTINGTON STATION,
NY 11746
631-351-4571
www.coastlinepool.com

Huntington
Coach

"Safe, Dependable Service Since 1927°

Proudly Transporting
South Huntington Schools” Most
Precious Cargo since 1974.

HUNTINGTON STATION, NY- (631) 271-8931

HEMPETEALD NY 11550
(516)-874-0385
PAUL PASSARELLI - GM

www GCMazda.com
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New Huntington Location

326 Walt Whitman Rd.
Huntington, NY 11746

631-444-5544
zprad.com

482 Walt Whitman Road
Melville NY, 11747

Supports
South
Huntington
Schools

One Free Session
Good for You

and a Friend
(first time guests and local
residents only)

Melville Location
500 Walt Whitman Road

Melville, NY 11747
631-683-8311

TFCU Can
Help Make Your
Financial Dreams
A Reality.

Teachers Federal Credit Union

I The Educated Choice For Everyone
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https://www.facebook.com/pages/Dont-Stop-Dancin/445562322148950
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