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June 23, 2021

Food for Thought
“Don’t cry because it's over, smile because it happened.” ~ Dr. Seuss

Superintendent’s Corner

The school district family joins me in congratulating all of our students
who have successfully concluded a very challenging year and are
now moving up to the next grade and chapter of their lives. We offer
special congratulations to the members of the Class of 2021, who will
be crossing the graduation stage on Friday night. These incredible
young men and women will continue to make us proud as they bring
Wildcat pride to college, the United States military, and our nation’s
workforce. We will never forget this amazing class that dealt with so
much, while always maintaining their class and dignity.

News from Deputy Superintendent

Dr. Joseph Centamore in the Curriculum Office
On behalf of the Cabinet, | would like to take this opportunity to thank
Dr. Bennardo for nine outstanding years of leadership and service
to our school district, and for his guidance and friendship. He has
forged a culture of family, unity, collaboration and high expectations.
He would often say, “Arising tide lifts all boats.” This has proven true,
as under his leadership, South Huntington was transformed into a
model school district of excellence. We all wish him good health and
further success as he continues his journey.

There are also many other people | want to thank...our teachers,
support staff, chairs and administrators, parents and community, and
especially our students. Despite the adversity of a global pandemic,
our South Huntington educational community came through with fly-
ing colors. Resiliency, perseverance and determination are just a few
words that come to mind. You were all truly Wildcat Strong!

Congratulations to our graduating Senior Class of 2021, and | wish
everyone a happy, healthy, restful and fun summer!
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As we close out the final days of school, below is the schedule that
report cards will be available on the parent portal:

Countrywood, Oakwood, Birchwood and Maplewood: Friday after-
noon, June 25th

Stimson and Walt Whitman: End of the day on Friday, June 25th
Silas Wood: Monday, June 28th

With regards to K-5 chromebook devices for all students (in-person
and remote), please follow the drop-off schedule as provided by your
child’s building principal. For students who will be participating in the
summer program remotely, a device pick-up schedule will be commu-
nicated by the summer program principal.

News from Assistant Superintendent for
Business and District Operations Dr. Vito D’Elia
The summer is always an interesting time in public education, as we
typically work to close out a school year, while simultaneously begin-
ning another. In touring the district this summer you will see our Wild-
cat camps, pre-season athletic practices and music rehearsals, and
dozens of student leadership endeavors. You will also notice numer-
ous summer maintenance projects, which are designed to address
important infrastructure needs without disrupting the school year’s
academic flow. | will also be working with the team towards a smooth
transition into the Superintendency, and look forward to continuing
the open and honest communication that has come to characterize
our South Huntington community.

Some Thoughts from Assistant Superintendent
for Student Services April Poprilo

Friendly reminder to families who received a UPK offer letter: If you
received an offer letter, please remember to email registration@
shfusd.org by Tuesday, July 6th to accept or decline your seat. If
you have any questions regarding the acceptance and/or registration
process, please email registration@shufsd.org.

Kindergarten registration for the 2021-22 school year will continue
throughout the summer. We encourage parents of children who will be
5 years old on or before December 1st to register now. Registration
is necessary to ensure that incoming kindergarten parents receive
updated notifications and information from their child’s school, espe-
cially in preparation for September, 2021. If you have any questions
about the registration process for kindergarten, please email, reqis-
tration@shufsd.org.

On behalf of the Student Services leadership team and staff, | want to
wish all of our families, students, faculty, and staff a happy, relaxing,
and safe summer!
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News from Mr. John Murphy,

Principal of Walt Whitman High School

Walt Whitman High School would like to wish all our students and
faculty a safe and relaxing Summer. While this year has been a
very confusing and stressful time, it is our hope that everyone at
Whitman will get an opportunity to enjoy their family and friends,
returning back next year under normal circumstances. | believe
this year has taught us to appreciate the friends we have made
and experiences we have had here at Whitman. We would also
like to say goodbye to our graduating class and wish nothing but
the best for them as they leave the halls of Whitman.

The Walt Whitman PTA is partnering with The Commencement
Group to provide parents the opportunity to celebrate their stu-
dent's graduation with flowers, t-shirts and graduation teddy
bears, for purchase and pick-up on graduation day. Please use
the attached link to pre-order your flowers and gifts, and they will
be available for pickup before the ceremony on June 25th, 2021
at 7 p.m. Some items will be available for day-of purchase, but we
strongly suggest pre-ordering. hitps://www.thecommencement-
group.com/waltwhitman/

Walt Whitman High School is proud to announce our annual Video
Yearbook day to be held outside on Whitman’s school grounds,
behind the South Cafeteria, on Thursday, June 24th, 2021. This
annual tradition allows us to have a “Drive-In Style” VY experi-
ence. Grab a blanket, lawn chair and your friends, and watch
your memories on the big screen. Remember, this will be the last
Senior event before graduation. There is still time to make lasting
memories and say goodbye to those lifelong friends before col-
lege. Itis our hope that everyone is able to attend and be able to
share in the last few moments as a Whitman Senior. If you have
any questions at all about the event, please call the Walt Whitman
Main Office at 631-812-3800.

As we discussed in previous letters, the New York State Education
Department and Governor’s Office have once again changed the
protocols and procedures for large school ceremonies. In doing
so, Walt Whitman High School will be able to host all students
in one graduation ceremony. With the changes made, we have
decided to follow most of our normal graduation procedures, with
a few modifications for the health and safety of all. Graduates will
be seated on the field with their classmates, and all spectators
(including parents) will be located in and around the main bleacher
area. Graduation ceremony will be approximately 120 minutes in
length on Friday, June 25th, at 7 p.m., with a rain date of Saturday,
June 26th, at 8:30 a.m. The graduation ceremony will also be live-
streamed for family and friends. This live stream can be accessed



https://www.thecommencementgroup.com/waltwhitman/
https://www.thecommencementgroup.com/waltwhitman/
https://stores.barnesandnoble.com/store/2327
http://www.huntingtonny.gov/
http://www.huntingtonny.gov/
https://www.facebook.com/CCMeatMarket/
https://www.mcdonalds.com/us/en-us/restaurant-locator.html?submit=true&radiusSelected=5&searchText=11746
http://www.platinumLI.com
http://www.platinumli.com/
https://stevendollingerlaw.com/
http://www.mathnasium.com/huntington
https://www.mathnasium.com/huntington
http://www.investorsbank.com
https://www.myinvestorsbank.com/
http://www.alticeadvantageinternet.com/#/

Dr. Lori Trentacoste
Board Certified Audiologist

Somprehensive Audiological Evaluation * Hearing Aid
Evaluation + Digital Hearing Aids * CAP Evaluations
* Hearing Aid Repairs * Assistive Listening Devices

+ Custom Sound Plugs
1-03 Schwab Road - Clock Tower Plaza

Melville, NY 11747
631-271-1018 - www.islandbetterhearina.com

Michael L. McCarthy, P.C

Attorney and Counselor at Law

through the district website. It is our hope that this event will provide
everyone the opportunity to appropriately honor our graduates’ ac-
colades within a public forum. If you have any questions about this
message, please contact the Whitman Main Office at 631 812-3800.

News from Mr. Eddie Smith,

Principal of Stimson Middle School

The Stimson educational family would like to take this opportunity to
thank our entire school community for your patience, understanding,
and support during this quite unique school year. We faced many
challenges, but did it together. | have never been so grateful to be
part of such an amazing school community. | hope that this summer
is filled with laughter, fun, and relaxation. To our 8th grade class,
| wish each and every one of you the best. | know there are great
things on the horizon. We look forward to opening our doors next
school year once again to an amazing group of students, staff, and
school community. Happy summer!

News from Mr. Steve Toto,

Principal of Silas Wood Sixth-Grade School
The staff and student body of Silas Wood join me in bidding a fond
farewell to Dr. Bennardo with our boundless thanks for all he has done
for our District! As A.A. Milne’s Christopher Robin said, this will never
really be goodbye for most certainly Dr. Bennardo will, forevermore,
remain friendly with us all (with some poetic license in transforming
Milne’s “bears” into wildcats): “...but, of course, it isn't really Good-
bye, because the Forest will always be there... and anybody who is

Friendly with Wildcats can find it.” — The House at Pooh Corner

Thanks to all from the Silas Wood family and from our friends who
benefitted from our Laundry Project Supply Drive! Your generosity
went far in making some difficult lives just that bit easier for many in
need.

Greetings Silas Wood Families
and Friends Past, Present & Fu-
ture! After a one-year hiatus from
our Silas Wood Family Night, we
are very excited to announce the
return of one of Silas Wood’s most
loved and exciting traditions: The
NYCFC (New York City Football
Club) Silas Wood Family Outing!
At this one-of-its-kind event, our
Silas Wood group will be provid-
ed with excellent, all-us-together,
seating! It's a chance to spend
some quality time together under the stars, getting to know each oth-
er outside of our regular school settings, while we watch the stars of
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NYCFC vs. the MLS Cup Champion Columbus Crew team battle it out
on the field! Whether already a fan or someone interested in finding
out what is so exciting about this great NY Soccer team, here is a
fantastic opportunity to see the action live and in person. The game
is sure to be great and the company equally so! Tickets (still on sale
— contact Silas Wood main office at 631-812-3600) are limited, so we
encourage anyone interested to respond as soon as you can - - see
flier attached which was backpacked home with Silas Students and is
available from our main office. Hope to see you there!

The last school day at Silas Wood is Wednesday, June 23, 2021;
please note, also, that all students’ lockers must be completely emp-
tied; all textbooks and other school property MUST be turned in at this
time. Thank you very much.

SILAS WOOD (incoming) CLASS OF 2021-2022 - -we look forward
to a wonderful school year with a fantastic group! Dr. Steele and Mr.
Ciccarelli have spoken highly of each and every one of you! Please
watch for our first mailing, in the month of July, which will invite all
our 2021-2022 students and parents to an informal Meet & Greet at
Silas Wood on Tuesday, August 24, from 9 until 11 a.m. Students will
have the opportunity to meet friends old and new, and tour the Silas
Wood school building; light refreshments will be served. You may call
me (631-812-3600) or email stoto@shufsd.org with any questions
you may have. The first day of the 2021-2022 school year will be
Wednesday, September 1, 2021 - - note that our school hours will
be 8:05 a.m. to 2:55 p.m. Welcome one and all!

While closing out our last entry for Dr. Bennardo’s Newsletter, the Silas
Wood staff and | wish to welcome our new Superintendent for what is
sure to be a long and fruitful stewardship of our District. Dr. D’Elia, we
welcome you as our new Superintendent with our very best wishes!

And, last but not least, to our current Silas Superstars: Very best
wishes as you move to Stimson and beyond! In negotiating your way
through the past year of pandemic, you have more than proved your
resilience, tenacity, and strength of character. You have made us all
proud this year, and we look forward to the continuing pride you will
bring us with your future endeavors. Keep in touch, and have a great
summer! Your friend, Mr. Toto

News from Mr. Anthony Ciccarelli,

Principal of Birchwood Intermediate School
Summer Wishes:

On behalf of the entire Birchwood Family, we hope everyone has a
wonderful summer. Thank you for a wonderful year. We appreciate
your kindness, patience and support, as we navigated through all the
ups and downs of this school year! Good Luck to all our 5th graders
moving on to Silas Wood.

kidsupersmiles.com
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Moving:
If you are planning on moving, please share that information with the
school.

Get Ready for Summer Reading 2021

As summer quickly approaches, be sure to sign up your child for the
Summer Reading Program at the South Huntington Public Library. This
themed program is designed to help keep your child reading over the
summer through fun and interesting learning activities. Students make
their own book choices, which helps them to better enjoy what they
read.

News from Dr. Gayle Steele,

Principal of Maplewood Intermediate School
Thank you to everyone for your support throughout this challenging
school year. We did it! It was so nice to see our year end with events
that brought us back to some normalcy.

Student Chromebooks are being collected, so please make sure
to return the Chromebook chargers to school. We will be collecting
Chromebooks from our virtual students using the following schedule:

Monday, June 28th — 10 a.m. -2 p.m. and 4 — 6 p.m.
Tuesday, June 29th — 10 a.m. -2 p.m. and 4 — 6 p.m.
Wednesday, June 30th — 10 a.m. -2 p.m.

Congratulations to our retiree, Mrs. Mary Gross! She has been the
physical education teacher at Maplewood for the past twenty-seven
years. We thank her for her service and dedication to our Maplewood
community. She will be missed!

It has been a pleasure serving you as principal at Maplewood Inter-
mediate School for the past two years. Although | have thoroughly en-
joyed my time here, | am excited to be moving on to my new role as
Assistant to the Superintendent for Elementary Education beginning
July 1, 2021. The support of this community has been monumental
for me professionally and personally, which is why this was a tough
decision. However, the fact that | am able to continue my career path
in South Huntington makes the transition easier. | am excited to be
part of an administrative team that remains focused on the success of
students and is passionate about our work to continue to make South
Huntington a place of excellence.

Thank you for your continued support and dedication to the students of
South Huntington. Have a wonderful summer!
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News from Dr. Annie Michaelian,

Principal of Oakwood Primary Center

Our Oakwood students have enjoyed celebrating the end of the year
with many activities and celebrations. We thank the PTA for all of
their hard work in supporting our students throughout the year, as
well as the end of the year activities!

We thank Brady Rhymer for joining us on Tuesday, providing Oak-
wood with a special virtual performance for all of our students! The
PTA also purchased shutter shades in bright colors for every student
to enjoy! The students had fun using them during this culminating
concert!

Please be reminded that our last two days of school, June 24th, and
25th, will be traditional early release days, where we will dismiss stu-
dents at 10:30 a.m., with a bus departure of approximately 10:45
from the school lot. Students will be served a cereal breakfast on
these days. If you plan on picking up your child, please be sure to
send in a note as soon as possible to your child’s teacher to allow for
a smooth dismissal.

Oakwood would like to take this opportunity to say thank you to our
students, staff and families for the tremendous support and dedica-
tion given throughout the 2020-2021 school year! We are so proud of
our students for believing and achieving this year! We hope this sum-
mer brings joy, relaxation and spending time with family and friends.
Have a safe and healthy summer, Oakwood! Best of luck to our
Oakwood Second Graders moving on to Birchwood! We will miss
you, and we know you will do great things!

On a special note, we thank all of our Oakwood and District retirees
for their dedication and years of service to making a difference in
South Huntington! Wishing everyone well and best wishes!

#theoakwoodway

News from Mr. Mitchell Levy,

Principal of Countrywood Primary Center

An important reminder that Thursday and Friday are early dismissal
days. We begin dismissal at 10:30 a.m., with busses expected to
depart Countrywood at approximately 10:45.

Before everyone heads off to start their well-deserved summer vaca-
tion, we wanted to take a moment and thank all of our families and
students for all of your trust, collaboration, flexibility, and understand-
ing, as we navigated one of the most challenging times in our lives
together. To say that the last year and a half has been challenging
is certainly an understatement, but | can’t even begin to tell you how
proud | am of our students, staff, families and community for always
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working together to give our students as much normalcy, in a safe en-
vironment as we possibly could. |am lucky to work with a group of ed-
ucators who truly love their students and community and challenged
themselves each and every day to come up with new, creative and
exciting ways to reach our students. There are certainly some “silver
linings” that came out of COVID... our students and staff learned new
ways to communicate in a virtual environment, and it taught us all that
if we work together we can accomplish anything.

For those of you who are leaving us for Maplewood, Birchwood or
other schools, please always remember your time here at Country-
wood. For everyone else, we wish you a safe, happy, restful and
enjoyable summer. We will be in touch over the summer with details
of our plans for the upcoming school year. As always, we are here
for you throughout the summer, so please feel free to call or email with
any questions or concerns.

On behalf of the entire faculty and staff - THANK YOU! Stay safe, be
well, and enjoy the upcoming summer vacation!

School Board Notes - A Message from the
Board of Education

While most of you are aware, Superintendent Dave Bennardo will be
retiring with his last day on June 30th, and as such, this will be the last
newsletter with our Superintendent at the helm.

As was addressed at Dr. Bennardo’s celebration on Monday night, it
was during his tenure as Superintendent of Schools that the District
added numerous advanced placement courses and many other col-
lege-level courses, increased the graduation rate including diplomas
with advanced certifications, and dramatically improved test scores
among all demographics. We have faith that this direction will contin-
ue, and we thank Dr. Bennardo for solidly guiding us in this manner for
the past nine years. At the retirement celebration, our board president
expressed the fine qualities that Dr. Bennardo brought to our South
Huntington learning family—his magnetic personality, superior com-
munication skills, his ability to develop and nurture relationships, and
his 24-hour, 7-days per week work ethic—all contributing to making
these past nine years perhaps the finest in our 95-year history.

Whether you are a parent in the District or an employee, his calming
nature and leadership ability put you at ease. We were introduced
to his leadership skills right from the start with Hurricane Sandy, only
to be so very grateful that it was his voice we heard daily during the
pandemic these past 15 months.

The Board of Education offers their deepest appreciation and grati-
tude for the past nine years with Dr. Bennardo, and we wish him good
health and happiness as he enters the next chapter of his life.
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News from South Huntington Educational
Foundation, SHEF

The South Huntington Educational Foundation extends our grati-
tude to Dr. Bennardo for his positive influence, energy and leadership
that he has dedicated to our community, and we wish him all the best
in his next adventure!

We look forward to planning several SHEF events for the upcoming
school year for you and your student(s) to enjoy, as we fundraise year-
round to support all Wildcats K-12. These fundraisers continue to sup-
port students and faculty, and supplement district goals in a variety of
areas such as science, technology and the arts! Be sure to follow us on
Facebook and Instagram for updates.

News from the South Huntington Public Library
This summer, the whole family can enjoy “Tales and Tails” with the
South Huntington Public Library! All South Huntington residents, ages 2
and up, are invited to sign up for a Summer Reading Challenge. There
are challenges for children, young adults, and adults. All are free, easy,
and fun! Read books. Earn prizes. Enter raffles. Sign-ups begin June
26th. For more information, stop by the library or visit the library’s web-
site: www.shpl.info/SRC.

The library also offers fun and free activities for all ages. Check out the
library’s monthly activity calendar for details.

The Weeks to Come
Please log on to your school's website and social media accounts for
more information.

Whitman Sports
No scheduled sports

Stimson Sports
No scheduled sports

New Huntington Location

326 Walt Whitman Rd.
Huntington, NY 11746

631-444-5544
zprad.com
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1 Schwab Road
Huntington Station, NY 11746

Raymour
FURNITURE
MATTRESSES
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IFCU Can
Help MaRe Your
Financial Dreams
A Reality.

Teachers Federal Credit Union
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The Educated Choice For Everyone

S16-307-DBB8 sz vmmiasct com

BOYS AND GIRLS

BASEBALL AND SOFTBALL
Spring Intramural - Grades K thru 12
Travel - Ages Hu thur 18y

Serving The Youth of Huntington Since 1960

St Flugh Bl sl Sotball Loague, bnc. P43 Flan D045, Humtingien Ssation NY 1178
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Huntington
Coach

“Safe, Dependable Service Since 1927

Proudly Transporting
South Huntington Schoois™ Most
Precious Cargo since 1974.

HunmiaToN Framion, NY-(631) 271-8931

250 W. JERICHO TPKE.
HUNTINGTON STATION,
NY 11746
631-351-4571
www.coastlinepool.com

HEMPETEALD NY 11550
(516)-874-0385
PAUL PASSARELLI -GM

www GCMazda.com
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New Huntington Location

326 Walt Whitman Rd.
Huntington, NY 11746

631-444-5544
zprad.com

482 Walt Whitman Road
Melville NY, 11747

Supports
South
Huntington
Schools

One Free Session
Good for You

and a Friend
(first time guests and local
residents only)

Melville Location
500 Walt Whitman Road

Melville, NY 11747
631-683-8311
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