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Food for Thought
“The average person puts only 25% of his energy and ability into his 
work. The world takes off its hat to those who put in more than 50% of 
their capacity, and stands on its head for those few and far between 
souls who devote 100%.” ~ Andrew Carnegie

Superintendent’s Corner
We are truly in a season of celebration, as field days, award ceremo-
nies, concerts, shows, and commencements all fill the air. It has been 
a long haul for the members of our learning family, and we promise to 
squeeze in every ounce of positive energy that the year has to offer. 
Please check the district calendar for a full listing of events, and join 
us if your schedules allow.

News from Deputy Superintendent 
Dr. Joseph Centamore in the Curriculum Office
The June examination schedules for Stimson Middle School and 
Walt Whitman High School are available on each school’s respective 
websites. Additionally, the Silas Wood adjusted June bell schedule is 
also posted on its website.

A reminder that next Thursday and Friday, June 24th, and 25th, we 
will be dismissing Countrywood and Oakwood at 10:30 a.m., with 
busses departing at 10:45 a.m.  Please be sure to make arrange-
ments for someone to be at the bus stop (or at the school) for these 
early dismissal days. Maplewood and Birchwood will be dismissing at 
11:45 a.m. on both of these days as well. 

News from Assistant Superintendent for 
Business and District Operations Dr. Vito D’Elia
Thank you to all of the parents who have been volunteering to assist 
our staff with the numerous year-end activities. It is inspiring to work 
in a community that enjoys such a strong parent/staff partnership, 
and our students are very lucky to have such a dedicated team oper-
ating on their behalf.

A reminder that next Thursday and Friday, June 24th, and 25th, we 
will be dismissing at 10:30 a.m., with busses departing our elemen-
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tary schools at 10:45 a.m.  Please be sure to make arrangements 
for someone to be at the bus stop (or at the school) for these early 
dismissal days.  

Some Thoughts from Assistant Superintendent 
for Student Services April Poprilo 
Earlier this month, UPK offer letters for our half-day program were 
mailed to families.  If you received an offer letter, please remem-
ber to email registration@shfusd.org by Tuesday, July 6th to ac-
cept or decline your seat.   If you have any questions regarding the 
acceptance and/or registration process, please email registration@
shufsd.org. 

Kindergarten registration for the 2021-22 school year is ongoing. We 
encourage parents of children who will be 5 years old on or before 
December 1st to register now.  Registration is necessary to ensure 
that incoming kindergarten parents receive updated notifications and 
information from their child’s school, especially in preparation for Sep-
tember 2021.  If you have any questions about the registration pro-
cess for kindergarten, please email, registration@shufsd.org. 

News from Nutrition Services

BARBECUES ARE BACK! 

For many of us, an outdoor barbecue is a wonderful sign that summer 
is here.  With the School Nutrition Services Program, the feeling is 
mutual. 

This week we served our younger children at Birchwood’s end-of-the-
year Field Day, as well as our 9th and 10th grade students on their 
last full day of class.  Regardless of our children’s ages, the feeling 
of summer celebration has begun and SHNS was happy to be a part 
of the fun.

Thank you to the District PTA groups that have invited us to be part 
of these special events.  It gives us the opportunity to showcase what 
we love to do…cook healthy, fun meals for our students.
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The school year is winding down and BBQ’s across America are 
just beginning.  Enjoy!!

News from Mr. John Murphy, 
Principal of Walt Whitman High School
As we continue to close out the 2020-2021 school year, Walt Whit-
man High School would like to personally thank all staff, students 
and community members that made this year such a tremendous 
success. Given the barriers and obstacles that were placed in our 
path over the course of this year, our students have not allowed 
themselves to be defined by these obstacles, and persevered with 
not only their own successes, but the success of others around 
them. We could not be prouder of a group of students than the 
ones that will be graduating in the next couple of weeks. On behalf 
of Walt Whitman, congratulations to all our seniors on this momen-
tous occasion. We wish you the best in all that your future has in 
store for you. 

Throughout the month of June, we continued to recognize the 
achievements of our students.  On June 7th, we held our annual 
Military Breakfast, honoring those students entering the Military 
upon graduation.  On June 8th we held our Theater Honor Soci-
ety induction ceremony, followed by our National Honor Society 
induction on June 9th, and World Language Honor Society induc-
tion on June 10th.  The week ended with our Senior Scholarship 
virtual award ceremony on June 11th.

We held our Freshman and Sophomore BBQs on June 14th and 
June 15th, providing a positive year-end experience for both stu-
dents and teachers.  Students enjoyed activities including dodge-
ball, a scavenger hunt, and kickball, followed by a barbecue with 
Mister Softee present.  These events allowed us to bond with our 
Freshman and Sophomore students before the start of the next 
school year. 
 
We were pleased to release Walt Whitman High School’s Spring 
2021 Concert on June 15th. This is a great time of year to look 
back and congratulate all the hard work that our performing arts 
students have put in here at the high school, as well as the tre-
mendous commitment and dedication of our music teachers 
who’ve kept the students performing throughout, no matter the 
obstacles.  We are so very proud of our talented students!  We 
hope you enjoy the performances.  Below is the link for Whitman’s 
Spring Concert 2021: 

https://www.wevideo.com/view/2237223005
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News from Mr. Eddie Smith, 
Principal of Stimson Middle School
Just a friendly reminder that our 8th grade students have their break-
fast on Friday morning at Stimson.  The students will come to the Fo-
rum in three different sessions to grab a bite to eat, sign yearbooks, 
and get their 8th Grade T-Shirt.  Later that evening WWHS will host 
our Bon Voyage Dance.  It begins at 6 p.m. and will end at 8 p.m.  It 
should be an amazing experience for our students.  We have orga-
nized some backyard games, so even if your child does not dance, 
please encourage them to attend.  Tickets are available during home-
room, in the east side of the Forum, for $10.

Yearbooks have been distributed to all students that purchased in 
advance.  There are still a few available for purchase.  If your child is 
interested in the yearbook, please send them in with $25 cash, and 
have them stop in the main office.

I just wanted to take a moment to wish all the South Huntington Dads 
a Happy Father’s Day!  Enjoy the sunshine and man the grill.

News from Mr. Steve Toto, 
Principal of Silas Wood Sixth-Grade School
Silas Wood’s Second Annual Field Day was loads of fun and spirited 
entertainment! With Team 2 taking first place, the rest of our students 
showed their strong competitive team spirits by bringing their best 
efforts to the day, as well! The week was rounded out by a super-del-
ish PTA-sponsored on-site visit by a soft-serve ice cream vendor on 
Friday – thanks to our PTA from every smiling student at Silas Wood! 
There is simply no better PTA than the Silas-Stimson Team!

Silas Wood students certainly took the Hawaiian proverb “Noho me 
ka hau’oli” (“Be Happy!”) much to heart at our spectacular End-
of-the-Year Luau Dinner Party Tuesday night! Eating, playing, 
and dancing under the stars with your classmates and friends—
what could be better? Thanks to all who attended with special 
thanks to those families who contributed their time, snacks, wa-
ter, and dessert items to help make the night a success.  

Here’s something to look forward to: Stimson/Silas Wood Yearbooks 
will be distributed during Homeroom on Wednesday, June 16! Can’t 
wait to see all those smiling faces!

Greetings Silas Wood Families and Friends Past, Present & Future!  
After a one-year hiatus from our Silas Wood Family Night, we are very 
excited to announce the return of one of Silas Wood’s most loved and 
exciting traditions: The NYCFC (New York City Football Club) Silas 
Wood Family Outing! At this one-of-its-kind event, our Silas Wood 
group will be provided with excellent, all-us-together, seating! It’s a 
chance to spend some quality time together under the stars, getting 
to know each other outside of our regular school setting, while we 
watch the stars of NYCFC vs. the MLS Cup Champion Columbus 
Crew team battle it out on the field! Whether already a fan or some-
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one interested in finding out what is so exciting about this great NY 
Soccer team, here is a fantastic opportunity to see the action live and 
in person. The game is sure to be great and the company equally so! 
Tickets (on sale through June 23!) are limited, so we encourage any-
one interested to respond as soon as you can - - see flier attached 
which was backpacked home with Silas Students and is available 
from our main office. Hope to see you there!

Please make note of these important dates regarding finals, etc.! 
Reminder: ALL SILAS WOOD SCHOOL DAYS THROUGH THE END 
OF THIS SCHOOL YEAR START AND END AT OUR REGULAR 
HOURS—We do not have any 
half or shortened days! We will, 
however, be following an altered 
Final Day Testing Schedule WITH-
IN our regularly scheduled hours, 
as presented here for your conve-
nience! Below is a copy of remain-
ing Silas Wood Sixth Grade Center 
Final Exam Schedule. All stu-
dents will follow this Schedule 
with Virtual students and Hybrid 
students (on Hybrids’ remote 
days) taking their Final Exams, 
to be provided by their teachers, 
remotely via Chromebook.
  

The last school day at Silas Wood will be Wednesday, June 23, 2021; 
Silas Wood students will not attend school after this date! Cafeteria 
service at Silas Wood (including Breakfast) will be available through 
our last day of school. Please note that all students’ lockers must be 
completely emptied prior to June 23. All textbooks and other school 
property MUST be turned in prior to this date. Thank you very much. 

“She did not stand alone, but what stood behind her, the most potent 
moral force in her life, was the love of her father…” ~Jean Louise 
“Scout” Finch, Go Set a Watchman by Harper Lee

With heartfelt wishes to all those dads, granddads, uncles, friends, 
and teachers who are our honored fathers and father figures- -Happy 
Father’s Day one and all. Enjoy your day!
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News from Mr. Anthony Ciccarelli, 
Principal of Birchwood Intermediate School
Please note, as a reminder, on June 24th and June 25th, Birchwood 
will dismiss our students at 11:45. 

Birchwood would like to thank our Birchwood PTA for all their support 
with our end-of-year activities. They helped us create some special 
moments for our students.

As we prepare for the next school year, please inform us if you are 
planning on moving.

5th Grade Parents 
Each year we invite the 5th grade parents and their children into school 
to view the maturity video. Due to restrictions, we sent a video home 
via email for the parents to watch with their child. 

News from Dr. Gayle Steele, 
Principal of Maplewood Intermediate School
Our Moving-up ceremonies are going smoothly this week. Thank you 
to all for your cooperation in making this enjoyable for our students and 
their families. Information for accessing the live stream of each cere-
mony was shared in an email sent to our fifth grade families. The links 
can be found on the calendar on the District Website as well.

All chromebooks for our virtual students are to be returned to Maple-
wood on the following dates and times:

Monday, June 28th – 10-2 p.m. and 4-6 p.m.
Tuesday, June 29th – 10-2 p.m. and 4-6 p.m.
Wednesday, June 30th – 10-2 p.m.

We have many items in our lost and found. Please have your child 
check our lost and found for any article of clothing you think they may 
have misplaced at school. Any item not claimed will be donated to a 
local charity at the end of the school year. 

News from Dr. Annie Michaelian, 
Principal of Oakwood Primary Center
Our Incoming Kindergarten Parent Orientation on Thursday evening 
was a great success! It was wonderful to see some of our returning 
families and welcome our new families as they prepare for their chil-
dren to enter Oakwood.  A special thanks to our Kindergarten teachers 
and staff for joining us for the evening.  Remember, we will host an ori-
entation for our Incoming Kindergarten students in August, and we will 
reach out with the details soon. We look forward to meeting our ‘littles’!

Our Oakwood students are happy to celebrate the end of the year with 
many activities and celebrations.  Besides the great plans that our staff 
has made for their classes, our PTA is making the days extra special 
for our Second Grade students by a Luau themed day with a DJ, party 
games and decorations.  We look forward to sharing this fun time with 
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our students!

This week concludes our Kindness Initiative with a wonderful assem-
bly brought to us by the PTA.  Our students will watch a heartfelt 
and touching video about being kind, thoughtful and changing the 
impossible, to I’M Possible!  It is a great program that includes real 
stories, clips from children’s movies and celebrity interviews. We are 
really looking forward to this assembly taking place in every class-
room for all of our students.  Thank you to our PTA for making this 
event possible!

In even more exciting news, next week Brady Rhymer will return to 
the Oakwood field for a concert in the field!  It is sure to be a great 
time and he has shared a link for our students to get ready for his 
concert.  Please visit: 
https://soundcloud.com/bradyrymer/sets/peace-love-and-buncee-
buddies to prepare for the show. Thank you to our PTA for providing 
this event for our students to enjoy!

Kindergarten Registration continues for the 2021-2022 School Year.  
Please be sure to visit the South Huntington website for the Online 
Registration System to submit documents for registering your child 
for the 2021-2022 school year.  If you have any questions, please 
feel free to reach out so we can assist you.  We are looking forward 
to meeting our incoming students! We are reaching out to our families 
with this information to help with the screening process!

Looking ahead…Remember that our last two days of school, June 
24th and 25th, will be traditional early release days where we will 
dismiss students at 10:30 a.m., with a bus departure of approximately 
10:45 from the school lot. Students will be served a cereal breakfast 
on these days. If you plan on picking up your child, please be sure to 
send in a note as soon as possible to your child’s teacher to allow for 
a smooth dismissal. 

Have a fantastic week!          
#theoakwoodway

News from Mr. Mitchell Levy, 
Principal of Countrywood Primary Center 
The school year is coming to a close and we wanted to take a mo-
ment to thank all of our families for all their support and understand-
ing as we have navigated these challenging times together.  Our staff, 
students and families have worked collaboratively and collectively in 
order to keep the educational dial moving forward, while also keeping 
the health and safety of everyone at the forefront.  We are certainly 
looking forward to a much more “normal” school year next year, and 
can’t wait to reintroduce some of our favorite activities, events and 
celebrations, along with some new ones. 

Last Thursday evening we held three separate Kindergarten parent 
orientation sessions, where we were heartened to see so many new 
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faces and many familiar ones as well, that will be joining us in Septem-
ber.  Parents enjoyed hearing about all that Countrywood has to offer, 
and ended the program with a tour from many of our wonderful staff 
who were on-hand Thursday evening.  

This week we hosted a virtual presentation for our Kindergarten stu-
dents from the “Parents for Megan’s Law” program.  Students partic-
ipated in an important and worthwhile presentation from this critically 
important agency.  

Later this week we are excited for our second-graders, as they will end 
their three years at Countrywood with a huge celebration, complete 
with a DJ, Pizza party, and ices.  A huge thank you to our PTA for all of 
their hard work setting up for this fun, celebratory event.  

A reminder that next Thursday and Friday, June 24th, and 25th, we 
will be dismissing at 10:30 a.m., with busses departing Countrywood 
at 10:45 a.m.  Please be sure to make arrangements for someone to 
be at the bus stop (or at the school) for these early dismissal days.  

Please be sure to continue to check out our Facebook, Twitter and 
Instagram pages where we continue to post pictures from all of our 
various year-end celebrations and events.  

School Board Notes – A Message from the 
Board of Education
The board meeting rescheduled from today, June 16th, to Friday, June 
18th, will start at 6 p.m. in the PAC at Walt Whitman High School 
and will be open to the public for the first time since March of 2020.  
While we fully embrace the in-person attendance, our live-streaming 
feature will continue to assist with residents who prefer the conve-
nience of watching the Board meeting from the comfort of their home.  
Friday night’s meeting is the last meeting of the 2020/2021 school 
year, and we are so very grateful that we can resume having our resi-
dents participate in person.  Additionally, this is the last board meeting 
for our board trustee Michele DeGaetano, who has spent the last nine 
years on the Board of Education.  We will take the opportunity to thank 
her for her years of dedication and commitment to our South Hunting-
ton learning family, and we urge our residents and staff to join us in 
person for this special evening.

News from South Huntington Educational 
Foundation, SHEF

     The South Huntington Educational Foundation is fortunate to have 
a diverse community filled with bright, confident students throughout 
our district.  We are proud to have these young minds among us who 
are of strong character and exemplify the spirit of volunteerism.  Con-
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gratulations to this year’s SHEF Senior Scholarship recipients Alexa 
Mediate and Arianna Levin who surely will continue to make us all 
proud!

     Smile.Amazon.Com is the easiest way you can support your Wild-
cats!  Use this link and enter South Huntington Educational Foundation 
as your charity of choice.  At no cost to you, Amazon will donate a por-
tion of all orders back to SHEF to support our students!

The Weeks to Come
Please log on to your school’s website and social media accounts for 
more information.

Whitman Sports

No scheduled sports

Stimson Sports

No scheduled sports
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Tentative 

Camp
Schedule

Art League 
of LI

Pre-College 
Portfolio 

Development

S.T.E.A.M.
Summer
Camps

http://www.brianmgill.com/
http://www.safebathli.com
http://www.VillageEastGifted.com
https://www.villageeastgifted.com/
http://www.shufsd.org/Assets/Superintendent_Newsletter/Dr_Knott_Ad2.pdf
https://www.shufsd.org/Assets/Superintendent_Newsletter/Dr_Knott_Ad2.pdf
http://www.countyline.doitthebest.com
http://www.hbcsoccer.com
http://www.hbcsoccer.com/
http://www.mathnasium.com/huntington
https://www.mathnasium.com/huntington
https://cdn.sanity.io/files/0mhd58v5/production/47959cd4f915938d2eb91d3d4afc23d9596a2ee7.docx
https://cdn.sanity.io/files/0mhd58v5/production/c12726bfc62f30fe4c5453e7b68f95d9cff4596f.pdf
https://cdn.sanity.io/files/0mhd58v5/production/a913fae14a460acb4f79b8f8d11353af957a2807.pdf
https://www.wildcatbc.org/become-a-member
https://cdn.sanity.io/files/0mhd58v5/production/7bda5bc28d5902975e282a28ea0039c1e3bcf46a.pdf
https://cdn.sanity.io/files/0mhd58v5/production/2af3ab7253f0e8025fee5693e96b1e11914c7b13.pdf
https://stores.barnesandnoble.com/store/2327?view=
http://www.GCMazda.com
https://libraryaware.com/310/Subscribers/Subscribe?optInPageId=39331b79-693d-4354-9a40-eec99c8c584a
https://www.raymourflanigan.com/farmingdale-ny-furniture-mattress-store.aspx
https://cdn.sanity.io/files/0mhd58v5/production/531ea9303af89e2c08288d1c6042e73e9f4b583d.pdf
https://cdn.sanity.io/files/0mhd58v5/production/2a12e70e62965de44e253da501eed84958331a2e.pdf
https://cdn.sanity.io/files/0mhd58v5/production/62dbe4267a4fea035682abd72736f9771b3a4070.jpg
http://www.framingandartgallery.com
http://www.framingandartgallery.com/
https://cdn.sanity.io/files/0mhd58v5/production/b5604e3beb219739f0781e9a0d3453c4764092ab.pdf
http://hiddensmiles.com/
https://hiddensmiles.com/
http://campwdaycamp.com/
https://cdn.sanity.io/files/0mhd58v5/production/f603aac6f15e1c35ca06b2b1bb11ff8bab6322e6.jpg
https://cdn.sanity.io/files/0mhd58v5/production/dee4e348dd1ea407137f64401b18ee655e1c2668.pdf
https://cdn.sanity.io/files/0mhd58v5/production/e9b76cf9d065becd61171371a943111614db078b.pdf
https://cdn.sanity.io/files/0mhd58v5/production/0bc39527d79972eb84c71046a3dfc7d270abb8d7.jpg
https://cdn.sanity.io/files/0mhd58v5/production/d3035ca8acd63e03f4759e4adf377200501c6623.png
https://cdn.sanity.io/files/0mhd58v5/production/6c0ab4461988f0d74dae2f4a12f9e59abcb3dc78.png
https://cdn.sanity.io/files/0mhd58v5/production/5d30a9e337668a87f760fd6d5580b7b2c15fca8d.jpg
https://cdn.sanity.io/files/0mhd58v5/production/a62f25c72cc8cef1a7fa0f965278535b9bb1d3aa.jpg
https://cdn.sanity.io/files/0mhd58v5/production/d3a900d29e3d48806e00cf801ef539b71c8e55be.pdf


1 Schwab Road 
Huntington Station, NY 11746

TFCU Can 
Help Make Your 

Financial Dreams 
A Reality. 

TeachersFCU.org

LEARN MORE

PROUD SUPPORTER OF 
SOUTH HUNTINGTON 

SCHOOLS

http://www.huntingtonhelps.com
https://huntingtonhelps.com/
http://www.springfieldrepair.com/
https://www.springfieldrepair.com/
http://www.amypodhurstacupuncture.com/
http://www.huntingtonjeep.com
http://www.brendelsofnewyork.com
https://www.brendelsbagels.com/
http://www.ftc.edu
http://www.leaguelineup.com/welcome.asp?url=sthstebaseball
http://www.TSHCamp.com
https://smythnora.com
http://www.northshoredance.net
http://www.hbcsoccer.com
http://www.mathnasium.com/huntington
http://www.thelighting-gallery.com
http://www.shufsd.org/Assets/Superintendent_Newsletter/Educator_App_(1).pdf
https://www2.raymourflanigan.com/store/ny/long-island-farmingdale-north.html
http://www.puzzlebreakLI.com
http://www.teachersFCU.org
https://www.teachersfcu.org//pages/index.php


COASTLINE POOLS & SPAS

250 W. JERICHO TPKE.
HUNTINGTON STATION, 

NY 11746
631-351-4571

www.coastlinepool.com

http://www.huntingtontaxes.com/
http://www.shufsd.org/Assets/Superintendent_Newsletter/Gustozo_Pizza_Ad_Master.pdf
http://www.coastlinepool.com
http://www.longislandhealingartslearningcenter.com
https://www.longislandhealingartslearningcenter.com/
http://www.coastlinepool.com
http://www.westhillsdentistry.com
http://www.shufsd.org/Assets/Superintendent_Newsletter/Hope_to_dream.pdf
https://www.shufsd.org/Assets/Superintendent_Newsletter/Hope_to_dream.pdf
http://li-orthopedicsolutions.com/
https://li-orthopedicsolutions.com/
http://www.shufsd.org/Assets/Superintendent_Newsletter/LittleLeagueSmallFryOffer.pdf
https://stores.barnesandnoble.com/store/2327?view=
https://adventureland.us/
https://adventureland.us/
http://www.embroidme-huntington.com
https://embroidme-huntington.com/
http://www.skuffyautobody.com
http://www.huntingtonmazda.com
http://www.GCMazda.com
http://www.ten-tigers.com
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Dont-Stop-Dancin/445562322148950


New Huntington Location
326 Walt Whitman Rd.

Huntington, NY 11746
631-444-5544

zprad.com

Supports 
South

Huntington
Schools

482 Walt Whitman Road
Melville NY, 11747

One Free Session
Good for You 
and a Friend

(first time guests and local 
residents only)

Melville Location
500 Walt Whitman Road

Melville, NY 11747
631-683-8311

http://www.suffolkCountyAcupuncture.com
https://suffolkcountyacupuncture.com/
http://www.zwangerpesiri.com/
http://zprad.com
http://FaustHarrisonPianos.com
https://faustharrisonpianos.com/
http://www.uncleg.com/
https://www.gohealthuc.com/nyc/long-island/huntington-station
https://huntington.northwell.edu/orthopedics
http://www.huntingtonhondacars.com/tcd/home/?tcdkwid=241213330&tcdcmpid=469249&tcdadid=74562940502&locale=en_US&gclid=CIud6KuD-84CFdgNgQodNCIMfw
https://www.huntingtonhondacars.com/tcd/home/?tcdkwid=241213330&tcdcmpid=469249&tcdadid=74562940502&locale=en_US&gclid=CIud6KuD-84CFdgNgQodNCIMfw
http://locations.jambajuice.com/ny/huntington/1100-e.-jericho-turnpike.html
https://www.orangetheoryfitness.com/
http://www.waltwhitman.org

