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Food for Thought
“If your actions inspire others to dream more, learn more, do more, 
and become more, you are a leader.”

~ John Quincy Adams

Superintendent’s Corner
We continued this week with our progressive return of students who 
chose the full-time option, and now have the 9th, 10th, and Pre-K 
students back in school. We are grateful to the staff, parents, and stu-
dents, all of whom have been incredibly cooperative as we proceed-
ed with both caution and determination. We will continue to monitor 
things and provide you all with maximum opportunity and safety as 
simultaneous endeavors.

News from Deputy Superintendent 
Dr. Joseph Centamore in the Curriculum Office
The New York State Mathematics Assessment for Grades 3-8 will be 
administered next week. The examination schedule is listed below. 
If you have not yet contacted the school regarding your intentions to 
have your child take the assessment, please do so this week.
 
Examination Schedule

Tuesday May 4:
Birchwood & Maplewood – Grade 3
Stimson Middle School - Grades 7 & 8
 
Wednesday, May 5:
Birchwood & Maplewood – Grade 4
 
Thursday, May 6:
Silas Wood – Grade 6
 
Friday, May 7:
Birchwood & Maplewood – Grade 5

News from Assistant Superintendent for 
Business and District Operations Dr. Vito D’Elia
There is no question that the month of May brings a special spirit 
as the days get longer and increased sunshine generates renewed 
energy.  Of course, springtime also means Miles for Michael, our 
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district’s and the South Huntington Educational Foundation looks 
forward to making this premier fundraiser bigger and better than ever. 
This year’s Miles for Michael will take place virtually from Sunday, 
May 9th through Sunday, May 23rd, and participants will have two full 
weeks to do a Fun Run, jog a one mile path, or run a 5k, 10k, even a 
half or full marathon challenge! Now you can participate at your con-
venience and your pace, wherever and whenever you wish!  

Please log onto MilesForMichael.Run, where you can find all the in-
formation, including registration, raffle baskets, and race gear. 

Some Thoughts from Assistant Superintendent 
for Student Services April Poprilo 
The UPK Application for the 2021-22 School Year is now open!  The 
preschool program is free for district residents whose children are 
four years old on or before December 1, 2021.  The application is cur-
rently posted on the district website, www.shufsd.org, and will remain 
open until Monday, May 17th, 2021. In the event that there are more 
applications than seats for a specific location and session time, then 
a lottery will be held on Thursday, May 27th, 2021. For questions re-
garding the preschool program, please email registration@shufsd.org.

News from Dr. James Wright, Supervisor 
of Physical Education, Health, Athletics &  
Recreation
Congratulations to our two league champions this season. Football 
and Golf made a bit of history by winning the title for the first time in 
many years. Football won its first since 1984, and Golf won their first 
title in school history by going undefeated. 

Spring sports are off and running, and while the season is short, there 
are plenty of games and matches on the docket. 

News from Jackie’s Art Corner
Applause goes out to Walt Whitman’s Sophie Dalton!  Sophie has 
won Honorable Mention in the Black & White Category in the Hunting-
ton Camera Club High School Photography contest!  

All award winning photographs can be viewed on Instagram -  
   @HCCHSCOMP

Congratulations Sophie on this most prestigious photography recognition!

News from Mr. John Murphy, 
Principal of Walt Whitman High School
Congratulations to the cast, pit, and crew of the musical this past 
weekend in their performances of the 25th Annual Putnam County 
Spelling Bee.  Social-distancing could not stop the energy and magic 
that the cast and crew created this past weekend, wowing us with 
their energy and talents!  We would like to especially thank Mrs. Ra-
din, Mr. Hoffman and Mr. Rickmers for their hard work and efforts with 
our students on the musical. 
 
The Powder Puff participation form and t-shirt sale is up on the GSO 
Site, accessible through Ms. Rice or Ms. Ahrens’ Google Site.  All 
boys and girls interested in participating must complete this with a 
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parent/guardian.  The form is due today, so please be sure to sub-
mit as soon as possible!

In an effort to prepare students for the rigors of the upcoming 
AP testing, Walt Whitman High School will be holding Saturday 
academies and AP preparatory classes for the upcoming May AP 
examinations, in addition to extra-help sessions provided by their 
current AP teacher.  The sessions are usually 1-2 hours in length, 
with the focus of preparing students on test-taking strategies.  
Please see the schedule below of the dates and times for these 
sessions: 
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Because of the donations from our community the Whitman Pantry 
has been able to collect a nice amount of food. Those students who 
would like to order food from the food pantry can do so by scanning 
the QR code found on the Wildcat Pantry flyers posted around the 
building. If you have any questions about the Wildcat Pantry, please 
email wildcatpantry@shufsd.org.
 

 
 

Athletic News
Congratulations Girls Varsity Swimming for finishing 8th in the Coun-
ty.  Senior Captain Emily Teplansky swam in her final high school 
meet, recording a personal record in the 200-yard IM, and the 100-
yard Freestyle.  Emily will swim next year for Clemson University!   
Bianca Santaromana also swam a personal best to help the 200- 
and 400- Freestyle Relays score points.  Go Wildcats!

Congratulations to our Boys Varsity Football team on an outstanding 
season.  Although the team fell just short of reaching its ultimate goal 
of a County Championship, it put forth a tremendous effort all the 
way to overtime.  The defense was led by Rasahn Thompson with 
20 tackles and a forced fumble, Sean Bock, Jakub Pipota, Steven 
Lainez Gomez and Liam Villanti.  Offensively, AJ Evans had 150 
yards of total offense and scored a touchdown.  Nicholas Bottoni 
scored both running and throwing, connecting with Chris Silverio for 
a touchdown. Mikey Phillips, Kyle Owens, and Brandon Ivy made 
big catches throughout the game. The entire offensive line led by 
Joe Robert, Logan Bermudez, Logan Elmore, and Diego Romero 
played great against tough competition.  Josh Arevalo added three 
key extra points.  The coaches are so proud of the team, and would 
like to thank the seniors for all they have done for the program. The 
team would like to thank the administration, staff, and students for 
all their support. Looking forward to achieving even more next year!

News from Mr. Eddie Smith, 
Principal of Stimson Middle School
At Stimson this week, our 8th grade students took their class photo-
graph on the basketball court in the rear of the building.  I just wanted 
to recognize the maturity of our graduating class.  The process was 
seamless, safe, and quick.  A special thank you to our district publi-
cists for being on hand to capture the moment.  

It is hard to believe that our fall sports season is about to come to an 
end.  It went certainly fast!  Please be reminded to fill out Final Forms 
if you have a child that is interested in playing a spring sport.  The 
season begins on May 10th.

Just a reminder that Stimson Middle School will administer the New 
York State Mathematics Assessment on Tuesday, May 4th.  Our test-
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ing session will begin at 8:15 a.m., and end at approximately 9:15 a.m. 
If your child is NOT taking the test and you are able to drop them off, 
please do so in the rear of the building at 9:15 a.m.  If your child is 
NOT taking the test and will be in attendance during the testing ses-
sion, please be sure they have something to read.

News from Mr. Steve Toto, 
Principal of Silas Wood Sixth-Grade School
Most students have returned to full in-school study at Silas Wood; 
and we have ramped back up to normal springtime speed, which is 

to say we are busy, busy, busy - - and 
enjoying every moment!  Mid-way 
through our fantastically-fun Spirit 
Week, which includes activities in sup-
port of Autism Awareness Month on 
Thursday, all are eagerly awaiting our 
GO-BLUE ice sale (now scheduled for 
Thursday, April 29th and Friday, April 
30th). Many thanks to our kind friends 
at Marino’s Italian Ices for their gener-
ous support! 

On Tuesday, Silas Wood partici-
pated in TAKE DOWN TOBACCO 
DAY when a video was shown 
at the beginning of each Wheel 
class highlighting the dangers of 
tobacco use.  After the video, stu-
dents were encouraged to sign a 
Google form which will be used to 
create a banner for display in our 
main hallway!

In recognition of Earth Day last 
week, Ms. Sue Cirillo and members of her class sourced materials 
from our kind friends at Home Depot; then the group hoisted their 
shovels and trowels to create an oasis of beauty and tranquility to 
grace the front garden of Silas Wood. Many thanks to Ms. Cirillo and 
her hard working crew of students! Before, during and after!
Looking forward to 2021-2022, Silas Wood was thrilled to host our 
Virtual Parent Orientation for our incoming Sixth Grade class of 2021-
2022 on Monday evening! Next year promises to be as wonderful a 
time as ever there has been at Silas Wood!

Speaking of the beauty of Silas Wood, those entering our building are 
frequently heard to remark how bright and shining a place it is!  Much 
of this is due to our super-hard-working custodial staff which has been 
led, since he joined Silas as head custodian in 2014, by Mr. Chris 
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Stevens! We are all delighted to wish Chris all joy and happiness after 
he retires in May, but he will be sorely missed – for his knowledge, his 
diligence, his attention to detail, and his remarkable and never-ending 
patience. Chris, you are truly one of a kind!

News from Mr. Anthony Ciccarelli, 
Principal of Birchwood Intermediate School
SPRING VIRTUAL PARENT/TEACHER CONFERENCES:  Children 
will have early dismissal at 12:30 p.m. on the following days:  Thursday, 
May 6th and Tuesday, May 11th.  Evening Conferences will take place 
on Wednesday, May 19th, from 6 p.m. – 8 p.m. These conference days 
will provide you with an excellent opportunity to meet virtually with your 
child’s teacher to discuss academic and social growth since your last 
meeting.  We ask your cooperation in making every effort to keep your 
conference appointment.  Please look to make an appointment with 
your child’s teacher.

SEL (Social/Emotional Learning)

As we wrap up Media March, we are thrilled that our students will be 
able to apply their digital citizenship skills as they meet new pen pal 
friends shortly after spring break. Our SEL Team will then focus on our 
next theme - Autism Awareness April! This month’s activities will create 
opportunities for Birchwood students to develop awareness of people 
with autistic spectrum disorder. Activities such as a puzzle piece craft 
and “Wear Blue Spirit Day will support our goal of teaching about ac-
ceptance! Additionally, students will be able to visit a virtual library with 
read-aloud books, games and short video clips.

News from Dr. Gayle Steele, 
Principal of Maplewood Intermediate School
Next week, we will administer the NYS Math Assessment to Grades 3, 
4, and 5 using the following schedule:

Grade 3 - Tuesday, May 4th
Grade 4 - Wednesday, May 5th
Grade 5 - Friday, May 7th

Parents of virtual students that will take the exam will be contacted by 
their teacher and the main office regarding a schedule.  Parent/teacher 
conferences begin next week.  May 6th and May 11th will be half-days 
of school for students to allow for afternoon conferences. Students will 
dismiss at 12:30 pm.

May 19th will be our evening conferences from 6pm - 8pm. All  
conferences will be virtual.  Your child’s teacher will reach out to you to 
schedule a time.

We are looking forward to Maplewood’s Night Out on May 6th! Let’s all 
enjoy a night of raffles, prizes, food and entertainment. Thank you all 
for your basket donations and to the PTA for planning this wonderful 
event. Please contact our PTA at maplewoodpta345@gmail.com with 
any additional questions.
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News from Dr. Annie Michaelian, 
Principal of Oakwood Primary Center
We hope everyone is having a great week!

Our very first early release day (11:30 am dismissal) for Parent 
Teacher Conferences will be Thursday, May 6th, with the next con-
ference on Tuesday, May 11th.  Evening conferences will be held on 
Thursday, May 20th.  Your child’s teacher(s) have shared information 
with you regarding conference times and dates. Please be sure to 
take this opportunity to hear about your child’s progress this year. 

The Greatest Show on Earth is coming on Friday, May 14th, at 6:30 
pm!  This virtual family friendly event is sponsored by our wonderful 
PTA.  This talent show fundraiser is going to be a special fun event for 
all of our families.  Be sure to take a look at the raffle basket packet 
that was sent home.  There are well over 90 terrific baskets to be 
won! 

We would like to thank SEPTA for providing Oakwood’s special ed-
ucators with a tasty lunch on Friday.  Your thoughtfulness and gen-
erosity are greatly appreciated, and we thank you for your kindness. 

Count Oakwood in to register for Miles for Michael! We are so excited 
to keep the positive energy going! Sign up to be a part of this dis-
trict-wide event which is taking place over the course of two weeks, 
May 9th through May 23rd.  Visit www.milesformichael.run to get all 
the latest information on this special event!

Our SBM team has launched the Kindness Goal for the week in our 
building-wide Kindness Initiative! This week our goal is to focus on 
teaching students how to share a greeting. Our teachers and staff 
will be brainstorming ways we can give a compliment to others, and 
sharing the benefits of greeting others with a kind, “Good morning” or 
other greeting. Kindness is the Oakwood Way! 

Kindergarten Registration continues for the 2021-2022 School Year.  
Please be sure to visit the South Huntington website for the Online 
Registration System to submit documents for registering your child 
for the 2021-2022 school year.  If you have any questions, please 
feel free to reach out so we can assist you.  We are looking forward 
to meeting our incoming students! We are reaching out to our families 
with this information to help with the screening process!

Wishing everyone a week filled with sunshine!

News from Mr. Mitchell Levy, 
Principal of Countrywood Primary Center 
As April draws to a close, we would like to thank all of our families for 
their flexibility throughout the school year as we have navigated the 
COVID challenges together.   Thank you for your partnership and trust 
in us.  As always, we are here to partner with you and welcome your 
thoughts and suggestions.  We are currently in the planning stages 
for our end-of-year activities, and will communicate these plans to 
you in the near future.   Our goal is to continue to strike a balance 
between a strong academic focus while also providing students with 
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fun, memorable experiences in a safe environment. 

A huge thank you to our PTA for this past Friday night’s Virtual Brain 
Challenge Game Show Night.  A great time was had by those who 
participated.   Please be on the lookout for additional fun activities 
from our PTA as the year continues. 

A reminder to everyone who participated in the Cohen Children’s Med-
ical Center Ice Cream for a Cause Fundraiser that the ice cream pick 
up will take place this Thursday, between 4 and 5:30 p.m., here at 
Countrywood.  At last count we have raised over $3,000 for this worth-
while cause, thank you to everyone who participated. 

This Friday our PTA has scheduled outdoor Spring Photos.  Informa-
tion has already been sent home from the PTA; please reach out to 
them directly at CountrywoodPTA@gmail.com, should you have any 
questions. 

Please continue to follow us on Facebook, Instagram & Twitter where 
we give you a glimpse into a day in the life of a Countrywood student.   
We wish you a wonderful week ahead!

News from South Huntington Educational 
Foundation, SHEF
 

Miles for Michael Registration Swag Bag Pick Up
Monday, May 3 - Friday, May 7

3 p.m. - 6 p.m.
JKAO Building 

60 Weston Street Huntington Station, NY 11746

Your new MFM ’21 gear includes a backpack, tee shirt and mask 
with your participation in the virtual Miles for Michael event that kicks 

off on Sunday, May 9!

While there, get an in-person peek at many of the MFM Raffle Baskets 
and Grand Prizes available this year too!
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New Huntington Location
326 Walt Whitman Rd.

Huntington, NY 11746
631-444-5544

zprad.com

News from SEPTA – Maureen Basedow
Join us on May 19th, 2021, as we present our new Board for the 2021-
2022 school year, and hear all the amazing new programs/plans/events 
we will have for next year!!

The Weeks to Come
Please log on to your school’s website and social media accounts for 
more information.

Whitman Sports

Stimson Sports
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https://libraryaware.com/310/Subscribers/Subscribe?optInPageId=39331b79-693d-4354-9a40-eec99c8c584a
https://cdn.sanity.io/files/0mhd58v5/production/e82b0e6299388a3fe59945ba9b470d3b0da12ff2.pdf
https://www.raymourflanigan.com/farmingdale-ny-furniture-mattress-store.aspx
https://cdn.sanity.io/files/0mhd58v5/production/6791fa6e044d2fed0da05ac9c64df32d2bf9e5be.jpg
https://cdn.sanity.io/files/0mhd58v5/production/62dbe4267a4fea035682abd72736f9771b3a4070.jpg
http://www.framingandartgallery.com
http://www.framingandartgallery.com/
https://cdn.sanity.io/files/0mhd58v5/production/b5604e3beb219739f0781e9a0d3453c4764092ab.pdf
http://hiddensmiles.com/
https://hiddensmiles.com/
http://campwdaycamp.com/
https://cdn.sanity.io/files/0mhd58v5/production/f603aac6f15e1c35ca06b2b1bb11ff8bab6322e6.jpg
https://cdn.sanity.io/files/0mhd58v5/production/1b0974d02a677683e888f39fdf75b3c45a38624c.pdf
https://cdn.sanity.io/files/0mhd58v5/production/e9b76cf9d065becd61171371a943111614db078b.pdf
https://cdn.sanity.io/files/0mhd58v5/production/0bc39527d79972eb84c71046a3dfc7d270abb8d7.jpg
https://cdn.sanity.io/files/0mhd58v5/production/d3035ca8acd63e03f4759e4adf377200501c6623.png
https://cdn.sanity.io/files/0mhd58v5/production/6c0ab4461988f0d74dae2f4a12f9e59abcb3dc78.png
https://cdn.sanity.io/files/0mhd58v5/production/4ba2bf52a14674b76e5667bd690c5c96f1570b69.pdf
https://cdn.sanity.io/files/0mhd58v5/production/f35a4f281a9fc667389b47e494fa1b37854db700.pdf
https://cdn.sanity.io/files/0mhd58v5/production/5d30a9e337668a87f760fd6d5580b7b2c15fca8d.jpg


1 Schwab Road 
Huntington Station, NY 11746

TFCU Can 
Help Make Your 

Financial Dreams 
A Reality. 

TeachersFCU.org

LEARN MORE

PROUD SUPPORTER OF 
SOUTH HUNTINGTON 

SCHOOLS

http://www.huntingtonhelps.com
https://huntingtonhelps.com/
http://www.springfieldrepair.com/
https://www.springfieldrepair.com/
http://www.amypodhurstacupuncture.com/
http://www.huntingtonjeep.com
http://www.brendelsofnewyork.com
https://www.brendelsbagels.com/
http://www.ftc.edu
http://www.leaguelineup.com/welcome.asp?url=sthstebaseball
http://www.TSHCamp.com
https://smythnora.com
http://www.northshoredance.net
http://www.hbcsoccer.com
http://www.mathnasium.com/huntington
http://www.thelighting-gallery.com
http://www.shufsd.org/Assets/Superintendent_Newsletter/Educator_App_(1).pdf
https://www2.raymourflanigan.com/store/ny/long-island-farmingdale-north.html
http://www.puzzlebreakLI.com
http://www.teachersFCU.org
https://www.teachersfcu.org//pages/index.php


COASTLINE POOLS & SPAS

250 W. JERICHO TPKE.
HUNTINGTON STATION, 

NY 11746
631-351-4571

www.coastlinepool.com

http://www.huntingtontaxes.com/
http://www.shufsd.org/Assets/Superintendent_Newsletter/Gustozo_Pizza_Ad_Master.pdf
http://www.coastlinepool.com
http://www.longislandhealingartslearningcenter.com
https://www.longislandhealingartslearningcenter.com/
http://www.coastlinepool.com
http://www.westhillsdentistry.com
http://www.shufsd.org/Assets/Superintendent_Newsletter/Hope_to_dream.pdf
https://www.shufsd.org/Assets/Superintendent_Newsletter/Hope_to_dream.pdf
http://li-orthopedicsolutions.com/
https://li-orthopedicsolutions.com/
http://www.shufsd.org/Assets/Superintendent_Newsletter/LittleLeagueSmallFryOffer.pdf
https://stores.barnesandnoble.com/store/2327?view=
https://adventureland.us/
https://adventureland.us/
http://www.embroidme-huntington.com
https://embroidme-huntington.com/
http://www.skuffyautobody.com
http://www.huntingtonmazda.com
http://www.GCMazda.com
http://www.ten-tigers.com
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Dont-Stop-Dancin/445562322148950


New Huntington Location
326 Walt Whitman Rd.

Huntington, NY 11746
631-444-5544

zprad.com

Supports 
South

Huntington
Schools

482 Walt Whitman Road
Melville NY, 11747

One Free Session
Good for You 
and a Friend

(first time guests and local 
residents only)

Melville Location
500 Walt Whitman Road

Melville, NY 11747
631-683-8311

http://www.suffolkCountyAcupuncture.com
https://suffolkcountyacupuncture.com/
http://www.zwangerpesiri.com/
http://zprad.com
http://FaustHarrisonPianos.com
https://faustharrisonpianos.com/
http://www.uncleg.com/
https://www.gohealthuc.com/nyc/long-island/huntington-station
https://huntington.northwell.edu/orthopedics
http://www.huntingtonhondacars.com/tcd/home/?tcdkwid=241213330&tcdcmpid=469249&tcdadid=74562940502&locale=en_US&gclid=CIud6KuD-84CFdgNgQodNCIMfw
https://www.huntingtonhondacars.com/tcd/home/?tcdkwid=241213330&tcdcmpid=469249&tcdadid=74562940502&locale=en_US&gclid=CIud6KuD-84CFdgNgQodNCIMfw
http://locations.jambajuice.com/ny/huntington/1100-e.-jericho-turnpike.html
https://www.orangetheoryfitness.com/
http://www.waltwhitman.org

