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February 3, 2021

Food for Thought
Sponsored by Hidden Smiles Orthodontics
“If life were predictable it would cease to be life, and be without 
flavor.” -Eleanor Roosevelt

Superintendent’s Corner
I hope this edition of the Newsletter finds you well and fully shov-
eled out after the storm.  “Old Man Winter” certainly helped us 
forget about COVID for a few hours, as we were reminded that it is 
still winter in the Northeast.  We thank everyone for their coopera-
tion on yesterday’s (Tuesday) remote learning day, and hope that 
the mixture of a traditional snow closure and remote day offered a 
practical balance for our learning community.   

News from Deputy Superintendent Dr. Joseph 
Centamore in the Curriculum Office
On Saturday, January 30th, teams from districts across Long 
Island competed in the Prestigious Department of Energy Sci-
ence Bowl, sponsored by Brookhaven National Laboratory. Our 
Whitman team practiced throughout the fall and winter under 
the direction of Science Bowl Coach Erin Roche. In Saturday’s 
regional competition, Whitman team members, Joshua Alms, 
Ryan Rowe, Ethan Shapiro, Mathew Kerner, and Ira Dubey an-
swered high-level questions in Biology, Chemistry, Physics, Earth 
and Space, and Mathematics.  The competition was fully virtual 
this year, adding a new layer of complexity to the already highly 
challenging competition. The Office of Energy’s National Science 
Bowl is one of the nation’s largest science competitions. We thank 
our students and coach for their hard work, and look forward to 
next year’s competition!
 
Led by music teacher and theater director, Mr. Slawitsky, the ele-
mentary intermediate-level, after school virtual theater workshop 
program for Birchwood and Maplewood, begins this week for 
Grade 3. Grade 4 begins the week of March 1st, and Grade 5, 
the week of March 22nd. Birchwood students will virtually meet on 
Tuesdays, and Maplewood students on Thursdays. Each grade 
will have a three-week mini-session. Students are assigned to vir-
tual groups, where during a twenty-five minute workshop, they will 
perform acting exercises and commercial scene-like readings pro-
viding them with a fun and exciting exposure to the theatrical arts!
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News from Assistant Superintendent for 
Business and District Operations Dr. Vito 
D’Elia
Please be reminded that our district team uses email and phone 
contacts to apprise students, parents, and staff of important district 
information.  Therefore, it is critical that we have accurate contact 
information in our system so communication is quick and effective 
throughout the year.  To this end, we ask that you reach out to (631) 
812-3059, if you are not receiving our regular calls and email.  Our 
technology team will help work through any connectivity problems 
that might persist.

Some Thoughts from Assistant Superintendent 
for Student Services April Poprilo 
2021-22 Kindergarten Registration  
Children residing in the district with birth dates ranging from De-
cember 1, 2015 through December 1, 2016, are eligible to register 
for the Kindergarten program.  Parents/guardians will register their 
child(ren) through the online registration (OLR) portal.  A link to the 
portal will be available via the district webpage on Monday, Febru-
ary 8, 2021.  For additional information about the process, please 
reference the Kindergarten Registration FAQ document in the An-
nouncement section.  If you have any questions or need assistance, 
please contact central registration via email, registration@shufsd.
org. 
   
News from Dr. James Wright, Supervisor 
of Physical Education, Health, Athletics & 
Recreation
The news of the week in the athletic community is the return of “high 
risk” winter sports, which means the addition of basketball, wres-
tling, and competitive cheer.  We have processed the numerous 
testing and reporting requirements that accompany this guberna-
torial decision, and feel comfortable that we are ready and able to 
make the process work.  Of course, safety must come first, and we 
will work to make that delicate competition/safety balance a reality.   

News from Mr. John Murphy, 
Principal of Walt Whitman High School
This is a reminder to all parents and students that the start of the 
2nd Semester (Marking Quarter 3 & 4) began on Monday, February 
1st.  If any student still needs a copy of his or her schedule, please 
stop by the Counseling Center or the Main Office and ask any sec-
retary to print one for you, or you can access your schedule on the 
Parent or Student portal of Infinite Campus.

We are excited to be sitting our seniors for the traditional Senior 
Photo this year, in somewhat of a non-traditional way.  We ask that 
you please remind your senior to check his or her school email for 
the exact day and time he/ she is scheduled to come down for his/
her specific sitting. The days selected for this event are Tuesday, 
February 9th, and Wednesday, February 10th.  All photos will be 
taken in the North Gymnasium.   The sittings will be incorporated 
into a larger layout in the Yearbook, so that a “Senior Photo” can 
still be a part of the Class of 2021 experience.  Again, each Group 
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A, Group B, and all In-School Seniors have been assigned an 
exact day and time.  Students should be masked, as always, as 
they take their seats, socially-distanced apart, in the bleachers.

In an effort to boost student and staff morale for the rest of 
this school year, our Leadership classes will host a Spirit Day, 
one Friday each month, to encourage and foster school spirit, 
school pride and a little bit of cheer.  This Friday, February 5th 
will be Maroon and White Day.  Wear your maroon and white 
and show your school spirit. 

Senior Follies information is now available on the Senior Class 
website.  Go to the District web page and then to schools.  Click 
on Walt Whitman.  Look to the left and click on clubs and then 
the Senior Class link awaits your script submission.  All ideas 
are due by February 12th, before the Winter Break.  Let’s get 
started! 

PS I Love You Day is February 12th; the day we celebrate kind-
ness and improve our awareness of mental health and suicide 
prevention.  Natural Helpers and SADD are asking students to 
wear purple on February 12th, and buy a pair of purple PS I 
Love You socks.  Socks are $15 and can be purchased from a 
Natural Helper or a SADD Club member, or from the Main Of-
fice. Be part of this great day of love, kindness and awareness!

Athletic News:
Varsity Boys Basketball try-outs will start when school resumes.  
Please check Final Forms for email alerts about any postpone-
ments or cancellations.  Any questions, please reach out to 
Coach Eatmon, Coach Brazill or Coach Agudio.

Congratulations to the Boys Track team as they defeated Ward 
Melville by the score of 61-50, outside, in 22-degree weather.   
Ryan Hill ran a personal best in the mile with a time of 4:58.  
Dan Monterosso won the shot put and the triple jump.  Ryan 
Coppola won the 1000 meters with a time of 2:53.  Noah Biton 
won the 55 meters with a time of 7.3 seconds.  Congratulations!

News from Mr. Eddie Smith, 
Principal of Stimson Middle School
Stimson would like to take a moment to thank our incredible 
custodial crew. For many of us, there is a level of excitement 
when the snow begins to fall. What we may forget is the hours 
of hard work our custodians put in ensuring our building is safe 
for all our staff and students. As we put a log on our fire, or clear 
our own driveways, let’s not forget how amazing our custodial 
crews are. This storm was no different, with the ever-present 
“rain/snow line” that provided us with just enough rain to make 
the snow heavy and challenging to move. As we return to the 
building on Wednesday, after parking in a cleared parking spot, 
and entering the building through ice-free paths, please take a 
moment to thank our custodians!
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News from Mr. Steve Toto, 
Principal of Silas Wood Sixth-Grade School
As we begin Black History Month, the wise words of Frederick 
Douglass resonate loudly in the education community: “It is easier 
to build strong children than to repair broken men.”
 
The Silas Wood community looks forward to February and Black 
History Month with all the opportunities it offers to highlight the 
achievements – past, present, and future – that encompass black 
history in our Nation and to salute these great Americans.
 
Silas Wood is excited about beginning our third quarter this week 
with all our Silas Superstars eagerly anticipating participation in 
yet another of the four different quarterly components that make 
up our Curriculum Wheel! The Curriculum Wheel is comprised of 
one quarter each of Art, Coding, Home & Careers, and World Lan-
guages, thus providing an interesting, diverse, not to mention fun 
variety of experiences for our Superstars!
 
Silas Wood Second Quarter report cards will be available on the 
Parent Portal beginning Tuesday, February 9, 2021.
 
As our Silas families know from fliers sent home last week, start-
ing the week of February 8, 2021, Silas Wood will offer Home-
work Help after school, from 2:10 to 3:10 pm. Homework Help 
provides an opportunity for your child to receive help with their 
homework; it will be held at Silas Wood on Tuesdays (for Group 
A), and Wednesdays (for Group B). The first day of Homework 
Help will be Tuesday, February 9 for Group A, and Wednesday 
February 10 for Group B.  Please see our flier for full information 
and permission slip!
 
A great Silas Wood tradition has returned – Popcorn Days!  This 
week we all enjoyed Popcorn Monday/Popcorn Tuesday, and the 
super-delish bags of movie-theater style popcorn, best buy in town 
at only a dollar a (supersized) bag! Silas Superstars, watch for 
announcements of more Popcorn Days to come!
 
News from Mr. Anthony Ciccarelli, 
Principal of Birchwood Intermediate School
Second quarter report cards will be available on the parent portal 
on Friday, February 12th.  

As the cooler weather arrives, please label all jackets, sweatshirts, 
hats, etc., so we can return them to your child if they get mis-
placed.  We will be going outside as often as possible for recess 
and Physical Education Classes. Please remind your children to 
come to school in the proper attire.      

If you have not returned your child’s Emergency Dismissal Form, 
please do so as soon as possible. It is important that in case of 
an emergency early dismissal the bus driver knows who can take 
your child off the bus, if you are unable to make it to the bus stop. 
If we do not have a form and you are not at the stop, your child will 
come back to Birchwood to wait until you can pick them up.
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News from Dr. Gayle Steele, 
Principal of Maplewood Intermediate School
We hope you all stayed safe and warm during the winter storm.
 
Thank you to our PTA for a great PARP kick-off this weekend. Book 
Trivia Night, held this past Saturday, was a night of family fun. Once 
again, our PTA has found a way to keep our family events going 
virtually. We appreciate the support from all who participated and 
congratulations to all of our students for showing off their “book 
smarts.”

We look forward to daily trivia, prizes and the remaining events for 
the week:

Wednesday: World Read Aloud Day - Story time with Astronaut Annie
Thursday: Wear red for reading day
Friday: Space: The Cosmos for Kids Dance Party virtual assembly

Classes are finishing up their iReady testing this week. Teachers 
will continue to use this important diagnostic information to influ-
ence and individualize instruction for their students. 

The virtual Goldilocks lessons continue this week for our fifth-grade 
classes. Students look forward to this annual tradition, and are en-
joying the opportunity to learn about our judicial system.

Thank you for all of the donations and outpouring of support for our 
families that lost a home in a fire last week. Thankfully, everyone is 
fine. It is heartwarming to see how our community can rally together 
to help those in need. We are all proud to be a part of such a special 
community. 
     
News from Dr. Annie Michaelian, 
Principal of Oakwood Primary Center
BINGO Night on Friday was a huge success!  The students truly 
enjoyed the evening and had a wonderful time with their Oakwood 
Family.  Thank you to our PTA for arranging such a special night for 
our students.  Thank you also to Mrs. Kessler, Mrs. Lopez, Mrs. Ne-
gron, Mrs. Perez-Flowers, Mrs. Torres Banegas and Ms. Bennardo 
for giving their time to support our students in this fun family activity. 
We are so appreciative of everyone’s energy and dedication!

Oakwood has signed up to participate in a World Kindness Chal-
lenge called, Kindness Unites Paper Chain Campaign! We have 
committed to collecting enough recycled paper strips to add up to 
¼ mile!  The paper strips will include positive messages of kindness 
written by our students and staff!  The 1.5 by 12 inch strips must be 
from recycled paper such as cereal boxes. More details on this new 
and kind challenge will be shared this week.

Parents as Reading Partners (PARP) week has begun!  Students 
and staff alike are excited to take part in the many activities that are 
planned for us during this time when we focus on the love of read-
ing.  Be sure to take note of the revised calendar that was sent in 
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an email to all families and that is posted in Google Classroom. One 
special day will be this Friday when our students will wear Class 
Colors!  Students in Pre-K will wear green, Grade K will wear blue, 
Grade 1 will wear yellow, and our Grade 2 students will wear red!  
We are looking forward to a great PARP Week! 

There’s still a chance to purchase items from the PTA Book Fair, 
which runs through February 7th.  Visit the site bit.ly/owbookfair, 
and while looking at the many options on the site, consider purchas-
ing items from the Share Kindness and Celebrate Diversity section.  
These are themes that we are focusing on this year. There are also 
wonderful Valentine’s Day books as well.  All books will be shipped 
home, and delivery is free for book orders over $25.  Thank you in 
advance for helping to make this fundraiser a success! 

Oakwood is posting new pictures on our social media accounts on 
Instagram and Twitter!  We are very excited to share all of the won-
derful things happening to enhance and build on our home-school 
connection!  If you are interested in following us, please see the 
information below:

Instagram: oakwood_primary_center
Twitter: @Oakwood_PC

Wishing all of our families a great week!
     
News from Mr. Mitchell Levy, 
Principal of Countrywood Primary Center 
We hope that everyone weathered the storm well, and we are ex-
cited to re-open our physical school and return to in-person instruc-
tion.   We wanted to take a moment and thank Ms. Whitney and 
our wonderful PTA for a hugely successful virtual paint night last 
Thursday.   For anyone who joined us, we hope you and your whole 
family enjoyed the event as much as we did.  Due to the closure on 
Monday, and virtual day of instruction on Tuesday, our PTA is work-
ing on revamping our PARP calendar, and we will extend some of 
the events into next week.  More information to follow from the PTA.   
Also, please be on the lookout for our second annual “PS I Love 
You” program scheduled for next week.  Information on this worth-
while event will be coming home on Wednesday.  Our PTA is always 
hard at work finding engaging, virtual activities for our students and 
staff.  If your schedule allows, please join us for our February PTA 
meeting on Tuesday evening, February 9th, at 7pm, to hear of the 
upcoming events.  The PTA will be sharing out a link shortly.
 
Looking ahead, report cards will be posted to the Parent Portal on 
Friday, February 12th.  If you don’t already have a Parent Portal 
account, please sign up for one using the link on the district website.  
Also, a reminder that the virtual Coding and Design program will be 
starting shortly for our second graders.  If you registered your child, 
please be on the lookout for information from Ms. D’Elia with all of 
the specifics.
 
For those of you who have children who will be entering Kindergar-
ten in the Fall, or if you know of anyone who has a child entering 
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South Huntington in the Fall, please be on the lookout for new reg-
istration processes and procedures that will be coming out in the 
next few weeks.  Families will either be able to register completely 
on line, or make an appointment should they wish to register with 
the assistance of our staff in a safe and socially distanced fashion.

We wish you a healthy, safe, and warm week ahead.    

School Board Notes – A Message from the 
Board of Education
The Board wishes to acknowledge all the work and effort of those 
responsible for creating such a meaningful Teacher of the Year 
presentation that was viewed last Wednesday evening.  While this 
year’s recognition was a virtual representation of what has taken 
place in the past, the creativity put into the presentation certainly 
made the evening memorable.  Again we heartily congratulate our 
Teachers of the Year--Keith Goldman representing WWHS and 
the South Huntington UFSD; Dana Allen, Stimson Middle School; 
Kevin Connolly, Silas Wood Sixth-Grade School; Beth Springston, 
Birchwood Intermediate School; Susan Teeter, Maplewood Inter-
mediate School; Erica Perez-Flowers, Oakwood Primary School; 
and Allison Clancy, Countrywood Primary School--a fine represen-
tation of what makes the South Huntington School District shine!

Our next Board of Education meeting will take place on Wednes-
day, February 24th, where we will have our first budget overview 
meeting for the 2021/2022 school year starting at 7:30 p.m.  The 
meeting will be virtual, and viewing is encouraged through the link 
that will be provided on the website the day of the board meeting.

News from South Huntington Educational 
Foundation, SHEF

In February, SHEF’s monthly raffle features the ever-popular Our 
Generation dolls and Academy Set, plus a foam sled and snow-
balls for some good ol’ fashioned fun inside and out!  Great for play 
and imagination at your house, but also a great gift to give as well! 
Tickets are available on SHEF’s website now.  Winner we be an-
nounced on February 28 so be sure to follow SHEF on Facebook 
and Instagram.  
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Remember to celebrate #WorldReadAloudDay this year and read 
to anyone that will listen, which yes, includes friends, siblings, your 
pets and stuffed animals! Share pix if you’d like!
 

News from SEPTA – Maureen Basedow
Our next PTA meeting for Special Education is February 23rd, 2021.  
This is a very informative and crucial meeting for your special edu-
cation students/child going into the next building in our district!  We 
are truly thankful that our Principals from all the buildings, and our 
Special Education Administration, will meet virtually to discuss all 
the programs and information they provide in their buildings.  So, 
please join us on February 23rd, 2021, at 7 p.m.  Google code will 
be provided!!  Thank you so much for all support!! Please be a 
member of Special Education PTA!  Here is the Link! http://shsepta.
memberhub.store/store

District PTA Council News
Get ready for our first-ever PTA Council district wide Lip Sync Bat-
tle streaming virtually on March 5th, 2021, at 7 p.m. The news is 
spreading fast in all our school buildings! Students are currently 
voting on the song that their mystery performer from their building 
will lip sync to. We cannot wait to reveal the song choices! 

Also, keep a look out for information and other updates on social 
media! 

Thank you to our mystery performers, Principals, and PTA execu-
tive boards for working together to make this event a huge success! 

News from the South Huntington Public 
Library
Take Your Child to the Library Day:  All day Saturday, February 
6th, families are invited to celebrate the wonder of libraries! Join us 
for an interactive Story Walk and a scavenger hunt. Register Feb-
ruary 4th for a “Take and Make” bag of Valentine-themed crafts and 
games. See the library’s calendar for more details.

Winter Reading Challenge: There’s still time for the whole family 
to join our Winter Reading Challenge! Sign up via Beanstack, read 
books, log them in, and earn prizes. Questions - call the library at 
631-549-4411. 
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New Huntington Location
326 Walt Whitman Rd.

Huntington, NY 11746
631-444-5544

zprad.com

The Weeks to Come
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Join 
Boy 
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Troop 68

Join 
Girl 
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of Suffolk 
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discover your hidden smile
Mita A. Parikh, DMD

Hidden Smiles Orthodontics
864 West Jericho Turnpike 

Suite B
Huntington, NY 11743

631-824-6353

www.HiddenSmiles.com 

Gan Isreal 
Day Camp
Open for 
Summer

2021!

http://www.brianmgill.com/
http://www.safebathli.com
http://www.VillageEastGifted.com
https://www.villageeastgifted.com/
http://www.shufsd.org/Assets/Superintendent_Newsletter/Dr_Knott_Ad2.pdf
https://www.shufsd.org/Assets/Superintendent_Newsletter/Dr_Knott_Ad2.pdf
http://www.countyline.doitthebest.com
http://www.hbcsoccer.com
http://www.hbcsoccer.com/
http://www.mathnasium.com/huntington
https://www.mathnasium.com/huntington
https://cdn.sanity.io/files/0mhd58v5/production/47959cd4f915938d2eb91d3d4afc23d9596a2ee7.docx
https://cdn.sanity.io/files/0mhd58v5/production/661ca78f7b34af3719a87f61378f6a35849b4fda.pdf
https://cdn.sanity.io/files/0mhd58v5/production/a522500d4782332e58ae5dcd349cae87475f5221.pdf
https://www.wildcatbc.org/become-a-member
https://stores.barnesandnoble.com/store/2327?view=
http://www.GCMazda.com
https://cdn.sanity.io/files/0mhd58v5/production/d8966315275d55488ffca7ef816d14ebbda6b69e.pdf
https://libraryaware.com/310/Subscribers/Subscribe?optInPageId=39331b79-693d-4354-9a40-eec99c8c584a
https://www.raymourflanigan.com/farmingdale-ny-furniture-mattress-store.aspx
https://cdn.sanity.io/files/0mhd58v5/production/e8feac7ce7bf86a51d71961697ac4ba9022da6f6.docx
https://cdn.sanity.io/files/0mhd58v5/production/6791fa6e044d2fed0da05ac9c64df32d2bf9e5be.jpg
https://cdn.sanity.io/files/0mhd58v5/production/8c0c6ee761d5fcdc166581187b6fdfcd23847869.pdf
https://cdn.sanity.io/files/0mhd58v5/production/62dbe4267a4fea035682abd72736f9771b3a4070.jpg
http://www.framingandartgallery.com
http://www.framingandartgallery.com/
https://cdn.sanity.io/files/0mhd58v5/production/b5604e3beb219739f0781e9a0d3453c4764092ab.pdf
http://hiddensmiles.com/
https://hiddensmiles.com/
https://cdn.sanity.io/files/0mhd58v5/production/f603aac6f15e1c35ca06b2b1bb11ff8bab6322e6.jpg


1 Schwab Road 
Huntington Station, NY 11746

http://www.huntingtonhelps.com
https://huntingtonhelps.com/
http://www.springfieldrepair.com/
https://www.springfieldrepair.com/
http://www.amypodhurstacupuncture.com/
http://www.huntingtonjeep.com
http://www.brendelsofnewyork.com
https://www.brendelsbagels.com/
http://www.ftc.edu
http://www.leaguelineup.com/welcome.asp?url=sthstebaseball
http://www.dreamtreetutors.com
http://www.dreamtreetutors.com/
http://www.TSHCamp.com
https://smythnora.com
http://www.northshoredance.net
http://www.hbcsoccer.com
http://www.mathnasium.com/huntington
http://www.thelighting-gallery.com
http://www.shufsd.org/Assets/Superintendent_Newsletter/Educator_App_(1).pdf
https://www2.raymourflanigan.com/store/ny/long-island-farmingdale-north.html
http://www.puzzlebreakLI.com


COASTLINE POOLS & SPAS

250 W. JERICHO TPKE.
HUNTINGTON STATION, 

NY 11746
631-351-4571

www.coastlinepool.com

http://www.huntingtontaxes.com/
http://www.shufsd.org/Assets/Superintendent_Newsletter/Gustozo_Pizza_Ad_Master.pdf
http://www.coastlinepool.com
http://www.longislandhealingartslearningcenter.com
https://www.longislandhealingartslearningcenter.com/
http://www.coastlinepool.com
http://www.westhillsdentistry.com
http://www.shufsd.org/Assets/Superintendent_Newsletter/Hope_to_dream.pdf
https://www.shufsd.org/Assets/Superintendent_Newsletter/Hope_to_dream.pdf
http://li-orthopedicsolutions.com/
https://li-orthopedicsolutions.com/
http://www.shufsd.org/Assets/Superintendent_Newsletter/LittleLeagueSmallFryOffer.pdf
https://stores.barnesandnoble.com/store/2327?view=
https://adventureland.us/
https://adventureland.us/
http://www.embroidme-huntington.com
https://embroidme-huntington.com/
http://www.skuffyautobody.com
http://www.huntingtonmazda.com
http://www.GCMazda.com
http://www.ten-tigers.com
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Dont-Stop-Dancin/445562322148950


New Huntington Location
326 Walt Whitman Rd.

Huntington, NY 11746
631-444-5544

zprad.com

Supports 
South

Huntington
Schools

TFCU Can 
Help Make Your 

Financial Dreams 
A Reality. 

TeachersFCU.org

LEARN MORE

PROUD SUPPORTER OF 
SOUTH HUNTINGTON 

SCHOOLS

482 Walt Whitman Road
Melville NY, 11747

One Free Session
Good for You 
and a Friend

(first time guests and local 
residents only)

Melville Location
500 Walt Whitman Road

Melville, NY 11747
631-683-8311

http://www.suffolkCountyAcupuncture.com
https://suffolkcountyacupuncture.com/
http://www.zwangerpesiri.com/
http://zprad.com
http://FaustHarrisonPianos.com
https://faustharrisonpianos.com/
http://www.uncleg.com/
http://www.clubhousesteaks.com/
https://www.gohealthuc.com/nyc/long-island/huntington-station
https://huntington.northwell.edu/orthopedics
http://www.teachersFCU.org
https://www.teachersfcu.org//pages/index.php
http://www.huntingtonhondacars.com/tcd/home/?tcdkwid=241213330&tcdcmpid=469249&tcdadid=74562940502&locale=en_US&gclid=CIud6KuD-84CFdgNgQodNCIMfw
https://www.huntingtonhondacars.com/tcd/home/?tcdkwid=241213330&tcdcmpid=469249&tcdadid=74562940502&locale=en_US&gclid=CIud6KuD-84CFdgNgQodNCIMfw
http://locations.jambajuice.com/ny/huntington/1100-e.-jericho-turnpike.html
https://www.orangetheoryfitness.com/
http://www.waltwhitman.org

