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Food for Thought
“There are only two ways to live your life. One is as though noth-
ing is a miracle. The other is as though everything is.” – Albert 
Einstein  

News from South Huntington Educational 
Foundation
SHEF invites you to a December 14th Wildcat screening of …  
   HOME ALONE!

Seats are limited to this one-time showing, so gather a fun 
group to see this classic for all ages on the big screen and visit 
SHEFINC.ORG for details and tickets.

Superintendent’s Corner
It is always remarkable to note how quickly the return from 
Thanksgiving morphs into the Christmas and Hanukkah season 
and December literally flies by at warp speed. The weeks to 
come will be filled with positive energy, as holiday celebrations 
mesh with the concerts, tournaments, and discovery that inev-
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itably mark the season. The members of our school community 
will most surely draw inspiration from the bevy of activity, and we 
welcome you to embrace the moments and memories to come.

News from Deputy Superintendent Dr. Joseph 
Centamore in the Curriculum Office
Thank you to all of the community members who joined us for 
last weekend’s Winter Wonderland. It was heartwarming to see 
over 600 students, parents, and staff joined together in such a 
spirited cause. We take great pride in our district’s central com-
munity role, and look forward to building upon this wonderful 
day. Special thanks to Jim Wright, John Murphy, Corey Blair, 
Elaine Ferranti, Laura McLean, Annie Michaelian, Maria Colon, 
Trish Wilkinson, Vanessa Melillo, Liz Mahoney, Thomas Ciravo-
lo, Liz DeMonte, Mari Scardapane, Regina Caliendo, and Cathy 
Theodorakis, as well as our Latin Heritage Club and Girls’ Lead-
er Organization for facilitating and supervising the various ac-
tivities, and to the SEPTA Leadership for generously providing 
refreshments. We also thank Anthony Ciccarelli, Jose Castillo, 
and Gayle Steele for joining the Cabinet members, BOE and 
staff in supporting the community event. Finally, we offer heart-
felt gratitude to the Art Honor Society and Gina Tinucci, as well 
as the Latin Heritage Club and their mentors, Maria Kaneris and 
Maria Ramirez, whose talents literally transformed our District 
Office into an enchanted holiday village. Saturday was clearly 
one of those days that represent the very best about a Wildcat 
family.

News from Assistant Superintendent for 
Business and District Operations 
Dr. Vito D’Elia
Please join in congratulating our varsity wrestling team and 
thanking Coach Chris Cardella and our wrestling parents for 
hosting the incredibly successful Andrew Peers Memorial Tour-
nament. This special tradition, held in honor of a bright, beautiful 
student who graced our district schools and was taken from us 
far too soon, brings some of the finest talent in the region to Walt 
Whitman for a day of high-level athletic competition. We thank 
all of the Wildcat family members who make this annual tourna-
ment possible, and invite you to read more about our individual 
place winners in Dr. Wright’s athletic news section.

Some Thoughts from Assistant Superin-
tendent for Student Services April Poprilo 
We try very hard to publicize as many activities as possible on 
our district website, Facebook, and Instagram. It can be chal-
lenging, especially at this time of year, to capture each and ev-
ery holiday pow-wow, concert, academic competition, art show, 
athletic contest, and charity drive, yet we want very much to 
provide credit and offer a full representation of our district’s great 
programs and people. To this end, we invite you to sign onto 
the web (shufsd.org), Facebook (https://m.facebook.com/south-
huntingtonufsd/?ref=bookmarks), or Instagram (https://www.
instagram.com/southhuntingtonschools/) and catch the positive 
energy.
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News from Dr. James Wright, Supervisor 
of Physical Education, Health, Athletics 
& Recreation
It gives us great pleasure to congratulate the following wres-
tlers who earned prestigious places in the Peers Wrestling 
Tournament. 

Dominick Repetti, 3rd Place -   Weight Class 99
Jared Goldis, 4th Place – Weight Class 106
Jensen Offerman Sylvestre, 2nd Place – Weight Class 113
Joe Gervasio, 1st Place -  Weight Class 126
Maximo Vasquez, 3rd Place  Weight Class 132
Grady O`Loughlin, 4th Place -  Weight Class 145
Joseph Feola, 1st Place -  Weight Class 160
Jakarai McKay, 3rd Place -  Weight Class 170
Pedro Benitez, 2nd Place - Weight Class 182
Adrian Londono, 4th Place -  Weight Class 195
Steven Lainez Gomez, 1st Place -  Weight Class 285

Walt Whitman High School wins Team Championship.

Please also join us in congratulating the November Athletes 
of the Month, (Grace Weigele, Mike Aloisi), who represent 
the talent, character, and work ethic that our Wildcat family 
holds dear.

News from Mr. John Murphy, 
Principal of Walt Whitman High School
SBM Fundraiser “Night at the Theater”
The Whitman Site-Based Management (SBM) Team is hold-
ing a holiday fundraiser through the Engeman Theater in 
Northport.  Tickets for the Thursday, December 26th show 
of Matilda are on sale for only $75 each.  This is a bargain 
for this production of professional actors, and you eliminate 
the travel into New York City.  This makes a great gift for the 
holidays for your little ones or your family members who still 
embrace their inner youth!  You can purchase tickets online 
using the link below.  Please support the SBM Team while 
also supporting local theater!  Get tickets while they last!  
Please use the link below to ensure the Whitman SBM gets 
credit for each ticket sold.     https://web.ovationtix.com/trs/
pe/10350688/prm/WALT

While we hope that all of our students enjoy the upcoming 
Holiday season, we would like to remind everyone it is im-
portant that students do not leave valuables lying around in 
locker rooms, classrooms, the cafeteria, or anywhere unat-
tended.  All valuables should be locked up in a locked locker. 
We want to start and end this holiday season on a positive 
note and ask that you speak to your child about securing their 
belongings.  

Natural Helpers/Interact Club is proud to host Project Toy for 
children in need throughout the community. We ask those 
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willing to contribute to please bring in any unwrapped new toys 
to room 508 and drop it off in the box! Thank you so much!

This is a reminder that the annual senior photo will be taken in 
the North Gym during 1st period on Friday, December 6th. Se-
niors are to report to 1st period as usual. At 7:55 AM, teachers 
will dismiss you to come quickly and quietly to the North gym for 
the picture. We look forward to seeing our seniors there.  

Guidance News:
The following Colleges and Universities are visiting Whitman 
to give parents and students a chance to ask them questions 
about their particular school.  Please contact the Counseling 
Center if you would like to attend any of the meetings listed 
below. 
 

News from Mr. Eddie Smith, 
Principal of Stimson Middle School
During Penny Wars 2019, Stimson students and staff collected 
over 4,000 water bottles that were donated to Bottles for the 
Brave.  Bottles for the Brave is an organization that ships care 
packages to soldiers stationed overseas and uses the collection 
of water bottles to pay for the shipping.  Through the hard work 
of our school community, they were able to ship 25 care pack-
ages to deployed members of the military overseas. Well done 
Stimson!

Please be reminded that there are some important Stimson 
events over the next two weeks.  This week Stimson hosts 
its annual Book Fair. All students will be visiting during their 
scheduled English classes.  The Book Fair will also be open 
to parents this Wednesday evening, from 6-8 PM, at the M-Z 
Parent-Teacher Conference. Next week Stimson’s music pro-
gram takes center stage at the WWHS PAC, where our music 
teachers will showcase the talents of their students during our 
Winter Concerts.  Please join us for the 7th Grade Concert on 
Monday, December 9th, and the 8th Grade Concert on Thurs-
day, December 12th. Both concerts begin promptly at 7:30 PM.   

News from Mr. Steve Toto, 
Principal of Silas Wood Sixth-Grade School
It’s that most wonderful time of the year--Holiday time at Silas 
Wood!

Students, faculty, and staff arrived back at Silas happy and sat-
isfied after our long Thanksgiving break that was filled with great 
food, good fun, and (most gratifying of all), time spent with loved 
ones.
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Enjoying their change to second-quarter “Curriculum Wheel” 
classes, our sixth graders are becoming fully assimilated into a 
cohesive, unified group, enjoying their expanded independence, 
and maintaining life-long friendships, while also getting to know 
the entire population of their South Huntington class!

Anticipating two meaningful assemblies coming up this week 
(Ryan’s Story on Tuesday, and Vaping Awareness/Prevention on 
Thursday), we happily morph into full holiday mode as our hall-
ways ring with the glorious sounds of festive music emanating 
from our band, orchestra and chorus rooms, not to mention the 
luscious aroma of treats being created in Home and Careers.  
Holiday spirit is augmented by way of much tinsel and glitter in 
preparation for our second annual student-run Door Decorating 
contest, which is amping up to full steam with judging to take 
place on December 17th and 18th, to be quickly followed by our 
fourth annual Staff Ugly Sweater contest on December 20th.   
The lucky Ugly Sweater winner will be gifted, with not only brag-
ging rights, but the entire month of January use of the Principal’s 
parking spot; second place earns bragging rights and use of As-
sociate Principal’s parking space; third place, well, that gets the 
winner bragging rights only…

News from Mr. Anthony Ciccarelli, 
Principal of Birchwood Intermediate School
Birchwood will be having a half-day conference on Wednesday, 
December 11th. Our home-to-school connection is of utmost im-
portance to us at Birchwood, so please take this opportunity to 
meet with your child’s teacher(s).  

If your children are signed up for Musical Theater, Coding, In-
tramural Program, or Project Excel, please remember to call the 
main office or send a note in with your child if they are not at-
tending. It is helpful with our dismissal procedure that we know in 
advance.  Please do not solely rely on an e-mail to the teacher.

News from Dr. Gayle Steele, 
Principal of Maplewood Intermediate School
This week our wonderful PTA coordinated Maplewood’s annual 
holiday boutique. Thank you to all the volunteers that helped to 
make this event enjoyable for our students.
 
Parent-teacher conferences were well attended. Thank you to all 
for participating in this very important part of a child’s education.
 
Our staff participated in a great professional development op-
portunity this week. A personal trainer spoke to us about healthy 
practices for taking care of our physical and mental health. As 
educators, we naturally care for others but sometimes forget to 
take care of ourselves. It’s important for us to be well in order to 
be at our best for our students.

The Goldilocks trial preparation continues in our fifth-grade 
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classes. The trials will take place on December 16th, 17th, and 
18th. Please refer to the letter sent home by your child’s teacher 
for information on when your child’s class will attend. Parents 
are invited to join us.

Next week, Maplewood will host the Board of Education meet-
ing on December 11th, at 7:30 PM in the cafeteria. There will 
be a musical performance by some of our fifth grade students, 
led by our music teacher, Mrs. Melillo. Please come join us for 
this festive event.

News from Dr. Annie Michaelian, 
Principal of Oakwood Primary Center
Our students and staff returned from the Thanksgiving holiday 
with excitement and a renewed energy to dash into the month 
of December! It’s hard to believe, but December is upon us with 
many special activities ahead!

This week we look forward to meeting with the parents sched-
uled to join us on Thursday evening, December 5th, for our Par-
ent-Teacher conferences from 6-8 PM.  This evening lends the 
opportunity to meet with your child’s teacher and learn more 
about their progress in school both academically and socially. 
We would like to thank our amazing PTA in advance for orga-
nizing a special dinner for our teaching staff to be held on the 
evening of conferences.  We appreciate all that you do for our 
school and Oakwood family!

As a reminder, December 11th is our final early dismissal day 
for this quarter.  We will dismiss at 11:30 AM. Should you need 
to communicate dismissal plans for your child, please send in 
a note to your child’s teacher.  Furthermore, our kitchen staff is 
also serving Brunch for Lunch on this early release day.

Wishing everyone a terrific start to December!

News from Mr. Mitchell Levy, 
Principal of Countrywood Primary Center 
We hope that everyone had a wonderful Thanksgiving.  It’s hard 
to believe that it is already December and there are only three 
full weeks of school until the December break.  We have a lot 
of learning to accomplish in that time, as well as many fun and 
educational activities.  This week our first-grade classes are in 
for a huge treat with the Discovery Tanks from the Cornell Co-
operative program.  In addition, our Kindergarten classes will 
all be participating in a very informative and important presen-
tation from the Parent’s for Megan’s Law organization entitled 
“You’re In Charge.”  A friendly reminder that this Thursday, from 
6-8 PM, we will be holding our evening parent-teacher confer-
ences.  Your child’s teacher should have already communicated 
your conference date and time; please call the school with any 
questions.  Looking ahead to next week, please be reminded 
that Wednesday, December 11th is an early dismissal day for 
our third conference day, buses will depart Countrywood at ap-
proximately 11:30 AM.  As we get more into the winter months, 
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please remember that whenever possible, students will still go 
outside for recess; please send your children with appropriate 
cold-weather attire to enjoy some fresh air while on the play-
ground and blacktop. 

News from Sheila’s Food Corner 

  

    WOW…..WE ARE REALLY FEEDING OUR CHILDREN!

As we continue to make changes in the School Nutrition Depart-
ment, we hope that the improvements are being received well 
with our families and most importantly our clients - - who are the 
students!

School Nutrition Programs are often called the “largest restau-
rants in our community,” and they are right!   Where else in 
the town of South Huntington would a restaurant be providing a 
meal to 3,000 children on a daily basis, and this follows serving 
1,700 healthy breakfasts!   

Our Lunch staff has been working hard to improve the food 
choices for our children while at the same time remaining con-
stant with the State and Federal regulations that require us to 
make sure our meals are within the required guidelines (sugar/
caloric/salt content, to name a few).  

Our Fall season has been a successful one, and we look for-
ward to an even brighter 2020!

School Board Notes – A Message from the 
Board of Education
Tuesday, December 10th, marks the 95th anniversary of the 
South Huntington Union Free School District.  Back on Decem-
ber 10, 1924, the residents of what was the South Huntington 
Common School District 12 and the West Hills Common School 
District 13 voted to consolidate the two districts, and the South 
Huntington Union Free School District was established.
 
To commemorate this historic event, the documented history 
of the District will be available on the website under the Board 
of Education tab.  Historical photographs and important occur-
rences will be posted throughout the year on the website, and 
it is hoped that this new addition to the website will provide our 
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residents and staff a new appreciation of South Huntington’s rich 
traditions.  
 
Our Board of Education will recognize these 95 Years of Excel-
lence at our Board meeting on December 11th at the Maplewood 
Intermediate School starting at 7:30 PM.  We urge our staff and 
residents to join us as we celebrate our rich history. 

The Weeks to Come
Wednesday, December 4  BW:  Holiday Boutique
     MW:  Holiday Boutique
     SMS:  Book Fair
     SMS:  Parent-Teacher 
     Conference (M-Z), 6-8 PM

Thursday, December 5   BW:  Holiday Boutique
     SMS:  Book Fair
     CW/OW: Evening Parent 
     Teacher Conferences, 6-8 PM
     WW:  Progress Report 
     Night (Fall), 6 PM
     NYSSMA Winter 
     Conference, Rochester, NY

Friday, December 6   BW:  Holiday Boutique
     SW/SMS:  Maroon & 
     White Day
     SMS:  Book Fair
     NYSSMA Winter 
     Conference, Rochester, NY

Saturday, December 7   Pearl Harbor Day
     NYSSMA Winter 
     Conference, Rochester, NY

Sunday, December 8   NYSSMA Winter 
     Conference, Rochester, NY
 
Monday, December 9   JKAO:  PTA Council 
     Meeting, 10 AM
     SMS:  Winter Concert, 
     7:30 PM, WW PAC

Tuesday, December 10  Establishment of SHUFSD 
     by Vote of Taxpayers in 1924
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Community and School District Flyers 
In an effort to make our weekly newsletter more convenient, each of the 
flyers we receive are listed below. Click on the one that interests you 
and you will be automatically linked to that flyer.
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http://www.huntingtonhelps.com
http://www.springfieldrepair.com/
http://www.amypodhurstacupuncture.com/
http://www.huntingtonjeep.com
http://www.brendelsofnewyork.com
http://www.ftc.edu
http://www.leaguelineup.com/welcome.asp?url=sthstebaseball
http://www.dreamtreetutors.com
http://www.TSHCamp.com
https://smythnora.com
http://www.northshoredance.net
http://www.hbcsoccer.com
http://www.mathnasium.com/huntington
http://www.thelighting-gallery.com


COASTLINE POOLS & SPAS

250 W. JERICHO TPKE.
HUNTINGTON STATION, 

NY 11746
631-351-4571

www.coastlinepool.com

http://www.huntingtontaxes.com/
http://www.shufsd.org/Assets/Superintendent_Newsletter/Gustozo_Pizza_Ad_Master.pdf
http://www.coastlinepool.com
http://www.longislandhealingartslearningcenter.com
http://www.coastlinepool.com
http://www.westhillsdentistry.com
http://www.shufsd.org/Assets/Superintendent_Newsletter/Hope_to_dream.pdf
http://li-orthopedicsolutions.com/
http://locations.jambajuice.com/ny/huntington/1100-e.-jericho-turnpike.html
http://www.shufsd.org/Assets/Superintendent_Newsletter/LittleLeagueSmallFryOffer.pdf
https://stores.barnesandnoble.com/store/2327?view=
https://adventureland.us/
http://www.embroidme-huntington.com
http://www.skuffyautobody.com
http://www.huntingtonmazda.com
http://www.GCMazda.com
http://www.ten-tigers.com
http://www.danceXpressli.com


Lee Nober J.D.
Special Projects

If you would like  advertise in 
this newsletter, email me at: 

LNober@shufsd.org

New Huntington Location
326 Walt Whitman Rd.

Huntington, NY 11746
631-444-5544

zprad.com

Supports 
South

Huntington
Schools

http://www.suffolkCountyAcupuncture.com
mailto:LNober@shufsd.org
http://www.zwangerpesiri.com/
http://zprad.com
http://www.investorsbank.com
http://FaustHarrisonPianos.com
http://www.ferrantiempowerment.com
http://www.uncleg.com/
http://www.clubhousesteaks.com/
https://www.gohealthuc.com/nyc/long-island/huntington-station
http://www.westhillsdaycamp.com/
http://www.brioitalian.com/walt_whitman_shops.html

