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Food for Thought
“Do not go where the path may lead, go instead where there is no 
path and leave a trail.” -Ralph Waldo Emerson

Superintendent’s Corner
These late December weeks are always packed with excitement as 
we juggle the seasonal calendar and try desperately to harness the 
pre-holiday energy. There is a palpable tone of enthusiasm in the dis-
trict and we are all made young again (at least for a moment) by the 
wide-eyed excitement of our students. We welcome you to visit one 
of our concerts, sing-a-longs, ceremonies, and celebrations and feel 
the spirit and goodwill that makes South Huntington shine. We also 
invite you to join one of our many fundraisers, toy collections, clothing 
drives, and holiday visits as service to others is truly a signature of 
our South Huntington mission.
 
Please feel free to reach out to your building social worker, adminis-
trator, teacher, or staff member if you are in need of a helping hand or 
looking to share time with a community member in need. 

News from Deputy Superintendent/Business 
Dr. Joseph Centamore 
Last week, Stimson Middle School kicked off the winter concert sea-
son with fabulous performances from the 7th and 8th grade Orches-
tras, Choruses and Bands. Congratulations to all of our Stimson stu-
dent performers and their directors.
 
Over the weekend, the Whitman Marching Band held their end-of-
the-year Awards Banquet. Special thanks to the Marching Band 
Parents Association for organizing an outstanding evening, marking 
what was truly an amazing Marching Band season.
 
This past Monday night it was Whitman’s turn to rock the house with 
outstanding performances from the Concert Band & Wind Ensemble, 
as well as the Concert and Symphonic Orchestras. Congratulations 
to all of our High School student performers and their directors, and 
a special thanks to the alumni and music staff who participated in the 
traditional band finale! This Thursday night, at 7:30 pm, the Whitman 
Chorus will be performing at the Performing Arts Center. Protocols 
such as masks and social distancing will be in place. We ask that 
families sit with one another.
 
Earlier today, Oakwood held their Winter Wonderland performances. 
On Friday night, the Countrywood PTA is hosting a Holiday Sing-a-
long family event with different groups going at 6 p.m., 6:45 p.m., and 
7:30 p.m. Special thanks to the PTA and our music educators.
 
On Tuesday, December 21st, the Voices of Whitman will be visiting 
several schools and community establishments, spreading holiday 
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cheer with their caroling.

News from Assistant Superintendent for 
Curriculum & Instruction, Dr. John Murphy & 
Dr. Gayle Steele
Parent Academy for Technology
The South Huntington Technology Department will be offering 
their last Parent Academy session for 2021 on Monday, December 
20th, at 7:00 PM, for Parent Portal. Do you want to learn more about 
the Parent Portal?  Please click here to register for the session or 
view videos of any prior Parent Academy missed.   

Infinite Campus Student Course Requests on IC Student Portal
As we begin to progress through the year, the scheduling window 
has begun for many students at the Secondary level, Grades 7-12.  
To empower and inspire students to become active in the scheduling 
process, South Huntington has opened the student course request 
on Infinite Campus. Filling out the information on the student portal 
will allow focused conversations to occur regarding students and their 
current academic interests. As always, if you have any questions, 
please contact your child’s building at any time.    

Coding Spirit During The Hour of Code
The Office of Curriculum and Instruction would like to thank our Tech 
Coaches, teachers, staff and students that participated in our Coding 
Spirit Week. Students across our district had the opportunity to learn 
about Computer Science. Coding or programming is an interactive 
way to create step-by-step instructions to tell the computer what to 
do. The week of events was a great experience for all. 

PSAT Scores Available to Parent and Students
Score reports for PSAT-related assessments will be available for 
parents and students on December 6th. Students who provided their 
email address on their PSAT/NMSQT answer sheets will receive an 
email reminder to view their October PSAT/NMSQT scores online.  If 
you have any questions, please contact your child’s guidance coun-
selor at your earliest convenience.  

AP Informational Night for Parents and Students at Walt  
Whitman High School
In order to provide as much transparency and information as possible 
to parents and students with regards to advanced-level coursework, 
Walt Whitman High School will be hosting an Advanced Placement in-
formational night in the Performing Arts Center at 7 p.m., on January 
4th, 2022. This meeting is intended for all current Walt Whitman High 
School students, as well as incoming Freshmen for the 2022/2023 
school year.  This meeting will allow all in attendance to ask questions 
and learn more about the importance of taking advanced coursework 
during a student’s high school career. For more information about this 
night, please contact the Counseling Center at (631) 812-3850.  

News from David Barth, Supervisor of Physical 
Education, Health, Athletics & Recreation
Congratulations to all of our Varsity Fall Sports teams and award win-
ners who were honored at our award ceremony and breakfast this 
morning.  All award winners can be found by visiting our athletics 
website, or by clicking here.  Congratulations to Gianna Paul, Class 
of 2022, who was named a 2021 High School All-American Soccer 
player.  Gianna joins a select group of just 70 female soccer players 
from across the United States, and just 2 on Long Island, to earn this 
honor.
 
Winter sports are now in full swing, with gameplay already starting!  
Good luck to all of our student-athletes and coaches as they em-
bark on the new season.  Visit SectionXI.org for the most up-to-date 
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schedule.  Spectators are welcomed at all home events, and 
masks must be worn at all times when in the building.  Away con-
test spectator policies vary based on the school.  Please reach out 
to your child’s coach with specific questions.  
 
Visit our Athletics website for updated scores, sports offered, 
coach’s contact information, and more.  All events taking place in 
the Walt Whitman North Gym, South Gym, and on the Turf Field 
will be live-streamed on the NFHS Network (www.NFHSNetwork.
com).

News from South Huntington Nutrition  
Services

Colorful food is beautiful to see!

Each month the School Nutrition Program adds at least one new 
menu item to the daily food options presented to our students.  
This commitment keeps our meals current and interesting. Some 
changes are small--such as adding a new fruit (i.e. fresh melon as 
displayed above) to our current fruit and vegetable program.  With 
the winter season, we have added large, homemade orange/cran-
berry muffins (shown above) to our grain-meal component. We 
continue our effort to make improvements with new and different 
options in our quest to keep the students engaged in our program. 

SHNS hopes our students are happy with the continuous chang-
es. Stay tuned for next month’s addition! 

News from Mr. Kenneth Costa, 
Principal of Walt Whitman High School
This past week we had the pleasure of hosting the Winter Holiday 
concerts.  The Walt Whitman Wind Ensemble and Band kicked off 
the holiday spirit with a spectacular performance in the North Gym 
this past week.  Our very own Whitman voices held a magical 
performance this past Thursday night performing all of our holiday 
favorites.  Congratulations to all those who performed this week 
and to our fabulous staff. 
     
What better way to lift our holiday spirits then by decorat-
ing the halls and making this place feel warmer and a little bright-
er.  In 2016, our WWHS Science department started this wonderful 
tradition in an effort to spread Holiday cheer and school spirit, dec-
orating the hallways for students and faculty to enjoy. Over the last 
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couple of years, all of our hallways participated, spreading feelings 
of goodwill throughout the school.  To help give further incentive and 
bragging rights, we will continue to reward the winning hallway with 
a bagel breakfast and some “get out of duty” coupons.  So, work 
with your wing mates, get students to help during clubs/activities and 
accept the challenge.   We will be judging the hallways on Wednes-
day, December 22nd, at the beginning of 1st period, and we will 
announce the winner on Thursday, December 23rd.   Here are the 
hallway breakdowns:

100 wing                                                    400 wing
200 Art/Music Wing                                    500 wing - Ramp to 501
200 wing - PAC to Student Services             500 wing - Ramp to Forum
200 wing - Student Services to 201           600 wing - Library to 634
300 wing                                                    600 wing - Ramp to 601

Ugly Sweater Contest
On Tuesday, December 21st, come dressed in your ugliest holiday 
attire!  Undercover elves (judges) will be frolicking around all day, 
judging the Ugly Sweater Contest.  Winners will be announced late 
that afternoon.  Prizes will be awarded.

Holiday Car Parade
On Wednesday, December 22nd, the GSO will host our annual Hol-
iday Car Parade from 5-6 pm in the Horseshoe parking lot.  Teach-
ers, who will judge the event, should decorate their cars and park 
on the building side of the horseshoe by 4:50 pm.  At 5 pm, all stu-
dents and families in their best decorated cars, are welcome to begin 
their parade drive through the horseshoe (about 3 laps) to show off 
their holiday spirit!  Winners in several categories will be announced 
on Thursday, December 23rd.

I thank you in advance for supporting all of our students and please 
remember to support our various parent/student organizations and 
boosters.

“Be curious, not judgmental.” 
 • Walt Whitman
 
News from Mr. Eddie Smith, 
Principal of Stimson Middle School
A big shout out to all of our students for the amazing performances 
at our winter concerts.  From the beginning of the show to the very 
end, the orchestra, band and chorus presented to parents and staff 
just how much their hard work during class, and the amount of time 
dedicated to practice really does make for wonderful music!  I must 
acknowledge Stimson’s music staff - Mr. Modelewski, Ms. Orlando, 
Mr. Rovalino, Ms. Schmelter and Ms. Smith - for another incredible 
winter concert.  The love of their art and their students is always at 
the forefront and shines through.  Thank you to all.

Next week is a short week leading into the holiday and winter re-
cess.  Stimson has several activities and fun things planned for our 
students.  More information will be given through our daily announce-
ments.

News from Mr. Steve Toto, 
Principal of Silas Wood Sixth-Grade School
Woo-Hoo! The Silas Wood family joined the Toto 
Family in celebrating the NYCFC Victory in the 
2021 MLS Cup clash with the Portland Timbers 
in the must-see championship matchup - - super 
exciting before the clock even started ticking! In 
the end, after much high drama, NYCFC defeat-
ed the West Coast host on penalties, to win it all. 
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Go NYCFC!

Silas Wood is bringing the joy of the season to our building with our 
annual Holiday Door Decorations, some of which we look forward to 
sharing next week! Students will be voting on their favorite door, and 
the winners will be announced next week. In the meantime, staff broke 
out their construction paper and crayons, glitter and glue to decorate a 
Silas Wood family of Snow Folk (joining last year’s Gingerbread Folk) 
to march down our main hallway, presented for your viewing pleasure 
- - and yes, that is a proudly-attired NYCFC Snow-Mr. Toto once again 
leading the parade!  

Plan ahead to get into your Ug-liest Holiday Sweater – for our fifth 
annual Ugly Sweater Day on Wednesday, December 22nd.

Everyone at Silas Wood joins together to congratulate our Teacher of 
the Year, Ms. Kelly Zisel. We look forward to honoring Ms. Zisel along 
with all our other District recipients.

Drumroll please - the winners of our Gingerbread Decorating contest 
will be selected next week.

Our students and staff can’t help but notice that there is some redec-
orating going on at Silas Wood – stay tuned for a peek at our exciting 
new front foyer murals.

We also look forward to Career Day– many thanks to those who vol-
unteered to discuss their fascinating careers during our Wheel classes 
on December 16th.

Our annual “Giving Tree” has once again taken its place of honor at 
Silas Wood.  Faculty, staff, students and families graciously support 
our “Giving Tree” by selecting “tags” offered on the tree specifying 
hoped-for items to be provided to local individuals and families in need 
to help make the holiday season as joyful as possible for one and all. 
Non-specified new (or very gently used) items are also welcome.  We 
invite anyone who might wish to participate to stop by and pick a tag or 
make a drop off.  Deliveries should be made to Silas to the attention of 
Mr. Shaka Williams any time before our holiday break.  Many heartfelt 
thanks to those who participate.

News from Mr. Anthony Ciccarelli, 
Principal of Birchwood Intermediate School
The Birchwood family is showing their holiday spirit with our Second 
Annual Door Decorating Contest. The students will be able to vote on 
their favorite door displays.  Winners will receive a trophy and brag-
ging rights for having the best winter holiday-themed door.

On Friday, December 17th, Birchwood students and staff are invited to 
wear their favorite Ugly Sweaters to school.
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Next Tuesday our students will bring home their Family Reflection 
Night activity to discuss at home. The theme is Gratitude.

Please have your children prepared for outdoor recess and outside 
classroom time by bringing jackets, gloves, and hats with them to 
school every day. We will go outside whenever the temperature is 
above 32 degrees. It is also helpful to have all items labeled with your 
child’s name so we can return any items that get misplaced.

If you have not returned your child’s Emergency Dismissal Form, 
please do so as soon as possible. It is important that in case of an 
emergency early dismissal the bus driver knows who can take your 
child off the bus if you are unable to make it to the bus stop. If we do 
not have a form and you are not at the stop, your child will come back 
to Birchwood to wait until you can pick them up

News from Mr. William Hender, 
Principal of Maplewood Intermediate School
Tis the season as the classroom doors here at Maplewood are trans-
formed into a Winter Wonderland.  Students and teachers are using all 
their creative energy this week as each class decorates their door as 
part of our Winter Door Competition.  Not only are bragging rights on 
the line, but also a special prize for each winning class per grade level.   
Judging and winning classes will be announced on Friday, December 
17th.  Good Luck to all!

On Tuesday, our students participated in a wonderful virtual assembly 
entitled “You Are a Shining Star” as we continue to promote our Social 
Emotional Learning.  Thank you to our Maplewood PTA for bringing 
this important message to all our students.  This assembly will serve 
as our kick-off to our “No Place for Hate” initiative as we continue to 
celebrate the uniqueness we all possess.   

Don’t forget to wear your “ugly sweater” this Friday for our first of many 
Student Council Spirit days.  Our celebrations continue next week as 
we get ready for our Snowflake Dance that will take place on Thursday, 
December 23rd, during the school day in our gymnasium.  Each day 
next week students will also be encouraged to wear their comfy and 
cozy clothes to school, as we prepare for the long awaited December 
break.

News from Dr. Annie Michaelian, 
Principal of Oakwood Primary Center
Oakwood’s Student Council had its first morning meeting this Monday 
under the guidance of Oakwood’s Student Council Advisors, Mr. Tole-
do and Ms. Savitz. The student representatives did a great job at their 
first leadership meeting. The students were able to experience how 
leadership is an important part of the Student Council. Thank you to all 
of the parents who made it possible for their child to come to the morn-
ing meeting.

Our Student Council continues to recognize two outstanding members 
of the Oakwood Family.  This week, the Student Council “Gratitude 
Board” has recognized Ms. Farkas, one of Oakwood’s first grade 
teachers, and Ms. Angela Gunsel, one of Oakwood’s permanent sub-
stitutes.  We thank them for always supporting the Oakwood family.

The Oakwood family continues the holiday spirit with our Second An-
nual Door Decorating Contest. We are excited to see the decorations 
that will be displayed throughout the building over the next two weeks.  
All of our students, faculty, and staff will be able to vote on the best 
door displays that will include all students and staff members who work 
in the room.  Three winners will receive a trophy and bragging rights for 
having the best winter holiday themed door.
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Our Oakwood students are continuing to get paper pom-poms for 
exhibiting positive character traits.  Our classes are scheduled to go 
to the Kindness Store to redeem their pom-poms over the next week.  
Please continue to encourage your child to continue to be safe, re-
spectful and responsible in school.

The Winter Wonderland performances will take place on Wednesday, 
December 15th, at Oakwood and live streamed.  We thank Ms. Mora-
bito, Oakwood’s music educator, for all of her hard work in preparing 
and rehearsing with the students from Ms. Wright, Ms. Medina, Mr. 
Watts, and Ms. Jones and Ms. Villanueva’s classes. Due to social 
distancing, please be reminded we are asking only one parent/guard-
ian per child to attend in person.  If you are unable to join us in per-
son, a live-stream option is set up for you to enjoy from an alternate 
location as well.

 • Parent/Guardian from Watts and Medina, please join for the 
9:20 a.m. performance
 • Parent/Guardian from Wright and Jones/Villanueva, please 
join for the 1:20 p.m. performance

The Oakwood PTA and South Huntington Nutrition Services Depart-
ment have collaborated on a special project, Cookie Decorating kits.  
Feel free to order a kit for the holidays.  Each kit consists of the 
necessary supplies for cookie decorating - a perfect activity to bring 
home for the holidays! See the information below for details!

Oakwood is posting new pictures on our social-media accounts on 
Instagram and Twitter!  We are very excited to share all of the won-
derful things happening to enhance and build on our home-to-school 
connection.  If you are interested in following us, please see the in-
formation below:

Instagram: oakwood_primary_center
Twitter: @Oakwood_PC

Have a fabulous week ahead!
#theoakwoodway

News from Mr. Mitchell Levy, 
Principal of Countrywood Primary Center 
It is hard to believe that we are just a little over a week away from the 
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December Holiday Break.  While the energy is certainly building, we 
still have a lot taking place in our classrooms and around the school 
building.   Earlier this week, as a culminating activity to our grade-level 
writing units, select classes had their work on display for all to see, 
as the All Purpose Room was converted into our Writer’s Workshop 
Museum.  We had started this a few years ago, before COVID, and 
are excited to be able to reintroduce this activity as we work hard to 
get back to normal.    

This Friday, our PTA has partnered with Mr. Slawitsky to bring back the 
ever popular Holiday Sing-A-Long in the All Purpose Room.    Please 
be reminded that due to social distancing, advance sign ups were re-
quired.  Please reach out to our wonderful PTA at CountrywoodPTA@
gmail.com should you have any questions.  We look forward to seeing 
those who signed up on Friday night.

Looking ahead to next week, our 2nd graders are in for a treat as a 
group of students from WWHS will be coming and doing a medley of 
holiday caroling and songs during two assemblies.  We always enjoy 
the strong partnership between the schools in the district, and are 
grateful that we can team up once again to bring live, in-person per-
formances to our students.  

Next Wednesday will be the first of our Student Council Spirit Days, 
as students and staff are invited to dress in holiday shirts and colors 
in honor of the season and the holidays.   More information on other 
upcoming spirit days will be forthcoming.

On behalf of myself and the entire Countrywood faculty and staff, we 
would like to wish you a Happy Holiday Season and a safe and enjoy-
able new year!  We thank you for the strong home-to-school partner-
ship that we have built together, and know that during these difficult 
and challenging times, it is more critical than ever that we work togeth-
er for the benefit of all of our students.   

We wish you a wonderful week ahead.  

News from South Huntington Educational 
Foundation, SHEF

   SHEF’s New Year’s Eve holiday raffle is a great way to create, 
cultivate and celebrate!  Have all the ingredients delivered to your 
door and join a zoom with The Charcuterie Queen of Long Island on 
December 31st, at 1 p.m., to make your own board for that night!  Be 
sure to visit SHEFINC.ORG for your chance to win this special holiday 
offer that makes a great gift for you or someone you know.  Winner will 
be announced on Facebook and Instagram on December 22nd.

   Our goal is to increase the number of SHEF Senior Scholarships 
to support more students in more diverse fields, as they pursue their 
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next steps in the arts, STEM, volunteerism, service and vocational 
programs.  Kindly click HERE to make your tax-deductible gift today 
through SHEF’s website using PayPal, or donate through Facebook as 
well. SHEF will continue to accept donations through the end of year to 
support this important cause as your participation will directly make a 
difference in the lives of our Wildcats.

News from SEPTA – Maureen Basedow
LAST CHANCE!  SEPTA Holiday Raffle Fundraiser -  Last day to pur-
chase is Sunday, December 19th, 2021.  Don’t miss out on your chance 
to win a $500 Gift Card - just in time for your last minute shopping. Flyer 
is attached at the end of the Newsletter.

Booster Club
Annual Raffle Reminder
Tickets are on sale now for The Wildcat Booster Club’s Annual Raffle.  
This year’s 1st place prize will be a MacBook Air and iPods courtesy 
of CARMA Auto Concierge.  2nd Prize will be a 65” Smart TV courtesy 
of the Booster Club.  Two great prizes for anyone!  Tickets can be pur-
chased in three ways 1) Online at https://www.wildcatbc.org/annualraf-
fle;  2) from one of the Student Athletes; or, 3) Booster Club Concession 
stand at any event.  Drawing will be held live at the Murph Challenge 
event on May 30th.  Don’t miss out.
 
Annual Silas Wood/Stimson Middle School Dodgeball Tournament
The time has come for the Booster Club’s Annual Dodgeball Tourna-
ment. This year’s tournament will be held on Saturday, January 22nd, in 
the North Gym at Walt Whitman High School.  This is one of this year’s 
most anticipated events for Silas and Stimson students.  Create your 
team names and shirts as you step on the court to see who will reign 
supreme, as in the end only one team shall be victorious.  Register 
by downloading the registration form from the Booster Club website 
at www.wildcatbc.org, and Silas Wood students can also grab a form 
outside of the main office.  Completed forms should be returned to the 
main office with the registration fees.   Registration fee is $10.00 per 
player.  We’re looking forward to a great event – lots of fun on the court!  
Concession will be open for the event as well.

The Weeks to Come
Please log on to your school’s website and social media accounts for 
more information.

Whitman Sports
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Community and School District Flyers 
In an effort to make our weekly newsletter more convenient, each of the 
flyers we receive are listed below. Click on the one that interests you 
and you will be automatically linked to that flyer.
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482 Walt Whitman Road
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One Free Session
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