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November 13, 2019

News from South Huntington Educational 
Foundation

 
        SHEF would like to thank Oakwood Primary Center for 
hosting Trunk or Treat last weekend.  Check out great decor, 
adorable pictures and video on SHEF’s Facebook page.  

The Annual Fine Arts & Craft Fair features 100+ vendors from 
near and far displaying their hand-crafted work on Saturday, 
November 23rd, from 10 AM - 5 PM, at WWHS.  Admission is 
$2 and free for children under 12, as funds raised support the 
WWHS Art Development Fund. Shop up an appetite and enjoy 
food and snacks at the SHEF Food Court.

 

Attn: Faculty!  Submit your Faculty PIE Grant application, avail-
able online now through November 15th.  Visit SHEFINC.ORG  
for information and to complete your request!
 

Attn: Shoppers!  Be sure that your shopping goes to support 
SHEF at no additional cost to you!  Just use SMILE.AMAZON.
COM, and choose South Huntington Educational Foundation as 
your charity of choice, so Amazon automatically donates back 
to our district-wide cause!
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Food for Thought
“If everyone is moving forward together, then success takes 
care of itself.” 

- Henry Ford

Superintendent’s Corner
It’s hard to believe that we are halfway through the month of No-
vember, yet here we are only two weeks from Thanksgiving Day 
and the start of the holiday season. Our South Huntington district 
seems to gain special energy at this time of year with concerts, 
celebrations, tournaments, and charity drives that complement 
the wonderful instruction and provide a special family feeling. 
There is no question that the days ahead will be busy, and we 
look forward to the rich, vibrant activity that makes our learning 
family shine.

News from Deputy Superintendent 
Dr. Joseph Centamore in the Curriculum Office
Don’t forget that our second annual Winter Wonderland will be 
held at the James Kaden Administrative Offices on Saturday, 
November 30th from 2-4 PM. This special South Huntington tra-
dition offers visitors the chance to enjoy holiday crafts and sweet 
treats, while decorating cookies, and taking pictures with Santa 
Clause, or the Hanukkah Dreidel. There is no charge for the 
event, and you can visit any time during the afternoon. We ask 
only that you bring your holiday smiles and enjoy some special 
time with our Wildcat family. 

News from Assistant Superintendent for Busi-
ness and District Operations Dr. Vito D’Elia
As the District Business Official and former Principal, it gives me 
great pride to see our students immersed in school-to-career 
programs that prepare them for the opportunities of the modern 
global economy. It is with this understanding that we celebrate 
the accomplishments of our Virtual Enterprise program that of-
fers students priceless partnerships with the executives at Broa-
dridge Financial Solutions. The Virtual Enterprise is a one-of-a- 
kind program that provides powerful mentorships and hands-on 
learning experiences that fuel real world success. You can read 
more about fantastic students and their generous mentors by 
logging onto shufsd.org.

Some Thoughts from Assistant Superintendent 
for Student Services April Poprilo 
South Huntington is a unique school district in that there is a 
special feeling of community that binds our students, parents, 
and staff. This genuine sense of empathy for others is the fuel 
that powers the numerous toy, food, clothing, and gift card drives 
all across our district. We encourage you to reach out to your 
school social worker if you know of any family in need or want to 
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assist by brightening the holidays for others.

News from Dr. James Wright, Supervisor 
of Physical Education, Health, Athletics & 
Recreation
The Athletic Department wishes the very best of luck to 
our Varsity and Junior Varsity wrestlers, basketball players, 
bowlers, cheerleaders, fencers and track stars, who join our 
Stimson Athletes for the start of their Winter Seasons. We 
look forward to following the fine work of these inspiring com-
petitors, and know that they will provide energy to fuel the 
coming months.

Congratulations to Grace Weigle, who has qualified for the 
State Cross Country championships in Plattsburgh this com-
ing weekend, with a time of 19:59:2.  Grace also qualifies for 
First Team All-County recipient.  Records show that Grace is 
the first runner since 1995 to qualify for the State champion-
ship.

News from Mr. John Murphy, 
Principal of Walt Whitman High School
Walt Whitman High School Backstage Productions is proud 
to present their upcoming theatrical rendition of “Clue.”  Was 
it Ms. Scarlett, Professor Plum, or Ms. White?  Come and see 
who committed the crime with a very funny cast.  The antics 
and slapstick humor will have you dying of laughter.  Perfor-
mances are Friday, November 22nd, at 7:30 PM, and Satur-
day, November 23rd, at 2 and 7:30 PM.  We look forward to 
sharing in some laughter and fun-filled mystery.  

SBM Fundraiser “Night at the Theater”
The Whitman Site-Based Management (SBM) Team is hold-
ing a holiday fundraiser through the Engeman Theater in 
Northport.  Tickets for the Thursday, December 26th show 
of “Matilda” are on sale for only $75 each.  This is a bargain 
for this production of professional actors, and you eliminate 
the travel into New York City.  This makes a great gift for the 
holidays for your little ones or your family members who still 
embrace their inner youth!  You can purchase tickets online 
using the link below.  Please support the SBM Team while 
also supporting local theater!  Get tickets while they last!  
Please use the link below to ensure the Whitman SBM gets 
credit for each ticket sold.   https://web.ovationtix.com/trs/
pe/10350688/prm/WALT

Senior Faculty Sports Night is almost here!! Seniors vs. the 
Faculty Sport Night sign-up is underway!  Students please go 
to the bulletin board outside room 519 near the North Cafe-
teria and select two sports by Wednesday, November 13th. 
The event will be held on Monday, November 25th.  Parents 
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please come and support our seniors as they try to defeat our 
faculty and staff.  It should be a night to remember.  

It’s time for Walt Whitman High School’s holiday food drive!  We 
are collecting food donations for those families in need during 
Thanksgiving.  Boxes have been placed in all Social Studies 
classrooms.  We ask that parents and students help us by do-
nating non-perishable food items to fill these boxes through the 
20th.

Guidance News:
Walt Whitman would like to invite all junior parents to the Coun-
seling Center’s 11th grade College Night, to be held in the PAC 
on Thursday, November 14th, at 7 PM.  This meeting provides 
both students and parents the opportunity to ask questions 
about the college process, as well as provide key information 
about FAFSA, college timelines, SAT/ACT and more.  We hope 
that you take advantage of this opportunity, and become better 
prepared for the college application process.  If you have any 
questions about this, please contact the Counseling Center at 
631-812-3820.
The following colleges and universities are visiting Whitman to 
give parents and students a chance to ask them questions about 
their particular school.  Please contact the Counseling Center, if 
you would like to attend any of the meetings listed below.  

Athletic News:
Congratulations to Carly McEntee, Girls Varsity Gymnastics, on 
a superb performance at the Suffolk County Individual Champi-
onship Meet. Coach Gunsel and Coach Morris are very proud 
of Carly’s accomplishment!

Congratulations to Girls Swimming, the County Results from 
Saturday are in: Emily Teplansky placed 3rd in the County 
in the 500 freestyle. The Medley Relay Team consisting of se-
nior captain, Dana Keogler, Bianca Santaromana and Emily 
Teplansky placed 2nd in their heat.  Awesome job ladies!

News from Mr. Eddie Smith, 
Principal of Stimson Middle School
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The Silas/Stimson PTA is super-excited for our 2019 Wildcat 
Bash, which will take place this Thursday, November 14th, from 
7:30 to 10:30 PM at Bowlmor in Melville. If you cannot make it to 
the event, you can still support our efforts and have a chance to 
win great prizes by purchasing absentee raffle tickets.  

On Thursday, November 21st, the entire 8th grade will attend the 
Whitman production of Clue.  The students will leave Stimson 
at approximately 9:30 AM, and should return to the building by 
11:30 AM.  If you have any questions, please contact the main 
office at Stimson.

Please mark your calendars for Stimson’s Parent-Teacher Con-
ferences on Thursday, November 21st, from 6-8 PM (last name 
starting with A-L), and on Friday, November 22nd, from 12-3 PM 
(all parents welcome). Wednesday, December 4th, 6-8 PM will 
be last name M-Z.

News from Mr. Steve Toto, 
Principal of Silas Wood Sixth-Grade School
After remembering to honor our Veterans past and present on 
Monday, reinforcing the notion that a year at Silas Wood is one 
they will never forget, our first-of-four groups of students attend-
ed an educational (yes; due to an outstanding physics lesson, it 
is, indeed, educational!) field trip to United Skates of America on 
Tuesday morning.  Be assured that the trip is not all business; 
the kids enjoyed a fun-filled roller skating session with teachers 
and staff joining them on the roller rink floor.  Simply the best 
kind of fun!  Followed by an in-school pizza party, what could be 
better?
 
Thursday evening will bring students, staff, friends, and family to 
Bowlmor for the joint Stimson/Silas Wildcat Bash.  An evening 
combining sports, raffles, and good company is promised to one 
and all.
 
After photo make-up day, we will close out the week with the 
one-of-a-kind, annual Silas Wood Family Fun night on Friday 
evening, beginning at 7 PM.  Along with bingo, volleyball, and 
ever-more fantastic raffle baskets, attendees will enjoy Silas 
Mania, our unique all-things Silas trivia game!  Come on out to 
Silas, and join the fun!

News from Mr. Anthony Ciccarelli, 
Principal of Birchwood Intermediate School
Birchwood would like to thank all the staff and parents who came 
out to play in our annual Volleyball Game last week. It was a 
great turnout of participants! Thank you to all who came to cheer 
both sides on. During our morning announcements, we used the 
event as a teachable moment for our students. We told the chil-
dren that during the volleyball game, we had two very competi-
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tive teams that both wanted to win, and while it is okay that both 
teams wanted to win, neither team let it get in the way of show-
ing respect and kindness toward one another. Well Done!!!!!!!!

Birchwood is very happy to share that our third grade students 
are participating in a special dance residency program. The Cir-
cle of Dance residency will go for eight sessions. We are very 
excited to have our children enjoy this program!

News from Dr. Gayle Steele, 
Principal of Maplewood Intermediate School
Thank you to all who have donated food items to our food drive. 
Student council has been working hard to promote participa-
tion and organize items as they come in. We will be collecting 
non-perishable items until November 20th. Each classroom has 
been challenged to raise money that will be used toward the 
purchase of grocery store gift cards. All monetary donations 
can be given to your child’s teacher. Our school social worker, 
Mrs. Carroll, will purchase the gift cards and distribute them to 
our families in need. 

Photo retake day is Wednesday, November 20th.  Please 
send in all forms to your child’s classroom teacher if you are 
requesting a picture retake.  Also on Wednesday, November 
20th, we will have our Fifth Grade Sports Night at 7 PM. This 
event is open to all fifth graders and their parents. Activities will 
take place in our gymnasium and cafeteria. Please be sure to 
wear sneakers and provide your own water bottles.  Return the 
response on the bottom of the flyer sent home so we have a 
count of how many participants will attend. Unfortunately, due 
to space limitations, we can only accommodate fifth grade stu-
dents and their parents (no siblings). We are looking forward to 
a great night of fun!

Our first parent teacher conference is on Thursday, November 
21st.  Students will be dismissed at 12:30 PM, and conferences 
will begin in the afternoon. Please look for the notice sent home 
and return to the classroom teacher as soon as possible so 
conference times can be established.

News from Dr. Annie Michaelian, 
Principal of Oakwood Primary Center
Oakwood’s hallways are full of smiles as we prepared for an 
abbreviated, yet exciting week! On Tuesday and Wednesday, 
we hosted our annual Nutcracker performance for our students!  
This type of performance lends our children the opportunity to 
see a professional ballet right here on campus!! A special thank 
you to our PTA for bringing Oakwood this delightful experience!

In addition, several of our first grade classes are attending field 
trips to the Long Island Museum, where they learn what life was 
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like in the 1800’s, including transportation and the notable one-
room schoolhouse.  Also, several of our classes visited Garvies 
Point Museum, which taught our Oakwood students about Na-
tive American history.  

Please join us on Friday, November 15th, at 6:30 PM, for our 
Oakwood Family Dinner!  We are sure to enjoy this special eve-
ning, filled with hula dancing, dinner, and great company! 

As a reminder, Oakwood’s Project Happiness theme is Grati-
tude. We are thankful for our special Oakwood learning family 
each and every day.  Please continue to discuss with your child 
all the ways they can show gratitude in and out of school.

Wishing everyone a wonderful and warm week ahead!

News from Mr. Mitchell Levy, 
Principal of Countrywood Primary Center 
It is hard to believe that we are already well into November.  
While the weather is cooling off, the projects and programs at 
Countrywood certainly are not.  Last week our friends from the 
Lowe’s store in Hicksville spent an entire day with us revitaliz-
ing our internal courtyard.  They installed a pond, painted our 
benches, donated a picnic table, and planted and pruned var-
ious trees and shrubs.  What was once an overgrown and un-
der-utilized courtyard is now a beautiful outdoor classroom that 
our staff and students will benefit from for MANY years to come.  
A very special thank you to all of our friends at Lowe’s, and their 
captains Sara Petter and Shanna Walsh. If you have not yet 
had the opportunity, please check out some before, during, and 
after pictures on Countrywood’s social-media accounts.
     
This week, we began with a day off to pause and reflect and 
thank all of the brave men and women who have served our 
country.  Then on Tuesday and Wednesday, thanks to our won-
derful PTA, all of our Kindergarten classes enjoyed a visit from 
Whitman graduate, Christina Karalekas, who shared her book 
Power of Choice with our students.  These small class groups 
with Ms. Karalekas are always a favorite amongst staff and stu-
dents.    This evening then brings a Board of Education meeting, 
which will feature students from our 2nd Grade Dual-Language 
classes, singing a song that they had sung at last month’s Town 
of Huntington Latino Heritage Celebration at Huntington High 
School.  The board will then publically thank our friends from 
Lowe’s for their generous donation to our newly revitalized 
Courtyard.
  
We wrap up the week with Countrywood’s Night Out at the Hun-
tington Hilton. This event is the PTA’s biggest fundraiser of the 
year, and helps to fund all of the amazing Cultural Arts programs 
that the PTA brings in for our students each month of the school 
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year.  Even if you can’t make the event, you can still get in on the 
fun and purchase raffle tickets for the amazing prizes available 
to win.  We hope to see you at this great event! 

School Board Notes – A Message from the 
Board of Education
It is with great anticipation that we look forward to this evening’s 
Board of Education meeting.  First on our agenda is a perfor-
mance of the Countrywood’s second grade dual-language class-
es singing “This Land is Your Land, This Land is My Land,” as 
they did in last month’s wonderful Town of Huntington’s Hispanic 
Heritage Night.  Additionally, we will be treated to a sneak pre-
view of a scene from the WWHS Mainstage Drama production 
of “Clue,” that will surely increase their ticket sales with this ex-
posure!  Our business agenda includes an end-of-year Audit Re-
port presentation by Ms. Marianne VanDuyne of R.S. Abrams, 
the District’s auditing firm, as well as the approval of a generous 
donation from Lowes of Hicksville where their Assistant Manag-
er, a parent of a student at Countrywood, and several Lowes 
employees transformed the outdoor courtyard at Countrywood.  
We will have a short slide presentation of the before and after 
views, and will be thanking Lowes for the donation at this public 
meeting.  We urge our residents and staff members to attend 
and feel the excitement of our South Huntington learning family.
 
The meeting will take place at 7:30 PM in the Leadership Confer-
ence Room of the James Kaden Administrative Offices.
 
News from SEPTA – Maureen Basedow
“Thank you” to Ambassador Club Students in entertaining our 
children while parents attended our November 7th meeting.  We 
hope to see you at Winter Wonderland on November 30th.  See 
SEPTA with Hot Chocolate and snacks.  Please also support the 
Ancient Order of Hibernian with their Comedy Night fundraiser 
on November 21st, at the American Legion Hall in Huntington.  
Ancient Order of Hibernian gives SEPTA a $500 scholarship to 
one of our seniors, so please come and have a laugh.  Happy 
Thanksgiving and Happy Holidays!!!  See you on January 30th 
for our next SEPTA meeting.  

District PTA Council News
Thank you to the South Huntington Community for the donations 
to our “Clean Your Closets” event that was held this past Satur-
day.  The response was amazing!

A special thank you to Adam Weiss, VP of PTA Council, and the 
many parent and student volunteers who coordinated this for us.

Booster Club
Thank you to everyone who came out to play in the 3v3 tourna-
ments this past Saturday, run by the Wildcat Booster Club and 
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Girls Basketball program. Special thanks to coach Dan Trebour 
for heading this fun event!

The Weeks to Come
Wednesday, November 13  JKAO:  BOE Business  
     Meeting, 7:30 PM

Thursday, November 14  SW/SMS:  PTA Wildcat  
     Bash @Bowlmor, 7 PM
     WW:  College Night, 
     Grade 11, 7 PM
     NYSCAME/SCMEA All  
     County Rehearsal #2, 
     3-9 PM HHS

Friday, November 15   SW:  Fall Photo Retake Day
     OW:  Countrywood’s Night
     Out, 7 PM, Huntington Hilton
     OW:  Family Dinner, 6:30 PM
     SW:  Family Fun Night, 7 PM
     NYSCAME/SCMEA All
      County Rehearsal #3,
     HHS, 9-1 PM
     Concert 7:30 PM

Saturday, November 16  Marching Band Banquet

Monday, November 18   SMS/WW Booster Club  
     Meeting, 7:30 PM
     North Gym Training Room

Tuesday, November 19  School Related 
     Professional’s Day
     CW:  Photo Retake Day
     WW:  1st Quarter Report  
     Cards Mailed
     JKAO:  SHEF Meeting,  
     7:30 PM

Whitman Sports

Stimson Sports
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http://www.VillageEastGifted.com
http://www.framingandartgallery.com
http://www.shufsd.org/Assets/Superintendent_Newsletter/Dr_Knott_Ad2.pdf
http://www.countyline.doitthebest.com
http://www.hbcsoccer.com
http://www.mathnasium.com/huntington
http://www.shufsd.org/Assets/Superintendent_Newsletter/Troop_406_General__Flyer_2017.pdf
http://www.shufsd.org/Assets/Superintendent_Newsletter/NEYSA_PAL_TENNIS_Nov_Jan__14.pdf
http://www.shufsd.org/Assets/Superintendent_Newsletter/Booster_Club_membership_form_Models_coupon__2019-2020doc-6.pdf
http://www.shufsd.org/Assets/Superintendent_Newsletter/Walt_Whitman_High_School_Order_Form_rev021519.pdf
http://www.shufsd.org/Assets/Superintendent_Newsletter/P66-recruitment.pdf
http://www.shufsd.org/Assets/Superintendent_Newsletter/P66-Recruitment_Flyer-2019.pdf
http://www.puzzlebreakLI.com
https://stores.barnesandnoble.com/store/2327?view=
http://www.GCMazda.com
http://www.shufsd.org/Assets/Superintendent_Newsletter/SKM_C65919090512360.pdf
http://www.shufsd.org/Assets/Superintendent_Newsletter/Stony_Brook_Children_s_Music_Program_Flyer_2019-2020.pdf
http://www.shufsd.org/Assets/Community_Links/MandF_BS_218_Flyer_fall_2019.pdf
https://www.raymourflanigan.com/farmingdale-ny-furniture-mattress-store.aspx
http://www.shufsd.org/Assets/Community_Documents/WebelosWoods2019.pdf
http://www.shufsd.org/Assets/Community_Documents/basketball_flyer_11_2019.pdf


1 Schwab Road 
Huntington Station, NY 11746

http://www.huntingtonhelps.com
http://www.springfieldrepair.com/
http://www.amypodhurstacupuncture.com/
http://www.huntingtonjeep.com
http://www.brendelsofnewyork.com
http://www.ftc.edu
http://www.leaguelineup.com/welcome.asp?url=sthstebaseball
http://www.dreamtreetutors.com
http://www.TSHCamp.com
https://smythnora.com
http://www.northshoredance.net
http://www.hbcsoccer.com
http://www.mathnasium.com/huntington
http://www.thelighting-gallery.com


COASTLINE POOLS & SPAS

250 W. JERICHO TPKE.
HUNTINGTON STATION, 

NY 11746
631-351-4571

www.coastlinepool.com

http://www.huntingtontaxes.com/
http://www.shufsd.org/Assets/Superintendent_Newsletter/Gustozo_Pizza_Ad_Master.pdf
http://www.coastlinepool.com
http://www.longislandhealingartslearningcenter.com
http://www.coastlinepool.com
http://www.westhillsdentistry.com
http://www.shufsd.org/Assets/Superintendent_Newsletter/Hope_to_dream.pdf
http://li-orthopedicsolutions.com/
http://locations.jambajuice.com/ny/huntington/1100-e.-jericho-turnpike.html
http://www.shufsd.org/Assets/Superintendent_Newsletter/LittleLeagueSmallFryOffer.pdf
https://stores.barnesandnoble.com/store/2327?view=
https://adventureland.us/
http://www.embroidme-huntington.com
http://www.skuffyautobody.com
http://www.huntingtonmazda.com
http://www.GCMazda.com
http://www.ten-tigers.com
http://www.danceXpressli.com


Lee Nober J.D.
Special Projects

If you would like  advertise in 
this newsletter, email me at: 

LNober@shufsd.org

New Huntington Location
326 Walt Whitman Rd.

Huntington, NY 11746
631-444-5544

zprad.com

Supports 
South

Huntington
Schools

http://www.suffolkCountyAcupuncture.com
mailto:LNober@shufsd.org
http://www.zwangerpesiri.com/
http://zprad.com
http://www.investorsbank.com
http://FaustHarrisonPianos.com
http://www.ferrantiempowerment.com
http://www.uncleg.com/
http://www.clubhousesteaks.com/
https://www.gohealthuc.com/nyc/long-island/huntington-station
http://www.westhillsdaycamp.com/
http://www.brioitalian.com/walt_whitman_shops.html

