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Food for Thought
“Life is a series of experiences, each one of which makes us bigger, even 
though sometimes it is hard to realize this. For the world was built to devel-
op character, and we must learn that the setbacks and grieves which we 
endure help us in our marching onward.”

The South Huntington School District is pleased to announce that 
Huntington Medicenter (https://www.medicenterny.com), under the di-
rection of Robert E. Scully MD, FACP, has entered into a one-year deal 
to sponsor the Walt Whitman High School’s Nurse’s Office.

Located just 1/4 mile east of Walt Whitman High School at 234 West 
Jericho Turnpike, Huntington Medicenter’s phone number is 631-423-
5400 and is open 7 days a week.  

Superintendent’s Corner
It is hard to believe that we are halfway through the 2020-2021 school 
year. The first semester brought numerous accomplishments, and there is 
a culture of academic success throughout the district. Last week, we were 
thrilled to see our Whitman students score the highest English Regents 
“college aspirational” rate in the District’s history, and we applaud that fine 
work. We know full well that this impressive milestone is the result of col-
lective efforts in every classroom and home throughout the district, and 
cherish the partnership fueling this success. We also value the social and 
emotional growth of our students and remain proud of their athletic, artistic 
and service-oriented achievements. Fortunately, the state of the district is 
strong at the year’s midway point, and we look forward to building on the 
fine start and making the second semester a time to remember in the South 
Huntington Schools.

News from South Huntington Educational 
Foundation, SHEF
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News from Deputy Superintendent Dr. Joseph 
Centamore in the Curriculum Office
One of the greatest things about a new semester is the fresh academic start 
that allows for increased opportunities and enhanced learning experiences 
at every level. Our classroom teachers serve as the primary resource in this 
endeavor, and we are very proud of the team that guides this scholastic mis-
sion. Our Curriculum Office wants very much to assist our staff and parents, 
as they support their students and your children, and have compiled a list 
of resources that might help augment the wonderful things taking place in 
our classrooms. We hope you find these tools helpful, and look forward to 
continued success in the semester to come.

Programs for Students to Use at Home
Reading Eggs (K-2) www.Clever.com
Reading comprehension program
Mathseeds (K-2) www.Clever.com
Math skill development program
Raz Kids (K-2) https://www.kidsa-z.com/main/Login 
Reading Texts and comprehension program
Raz Kids DL classes (K-5) https://www.kidsa-z.com/main/Login
Reading Texts and comprehension program
iReady Online Math Instruction (math pilot classes) www.Clever.com
Used with Reading Math Program to support instruction and provide instruc-
tional support to targeted skills as designated by iReady Diagnostic
SuccessMaker for Math (6-8) https://southhuntington0886.smhost.net/lms/
sm.view?action=login 
adaptive math program
 
Homework Help Programs
Brainfuse - http://www.live-brary.com/brainfuse
 
Library Resources
Destiny for South Huntington Schools http://destiny.shufsd.org/district/serv-
let/presentlistsitesform.do?districtMode=true
Databases, including Brainpop Jr. (K-2), Brainpop (3-5), World Book Online, 
Buncee. 
Copyright website:https://libguides.ala.org/copyright/alaresources
Bibliography website: https://www.easybib.com/
Internet Safety: www.Netsmartz.org; www.Safekids.com
World Book Online (including Citation Builder) - see each buildings’ data-
base site
Suffolk Web - www.suffolkweb.org
Nassau Library System - www.nassaulibrary.org
The New York Public Library - www.nypl.org

School Resources
Countrywood: https://auth.orc.scoolaid.net/bin/listdb?sysCode=w9ba&id=2659
Oakwood: https://auth.orc.scoolaid.net/bin/listdb?sysCode=w9ba&id=2657 
Maplewood: https://auth.orc.scoolaid.net/bin/listdb?sysCode=w9ba&id=2658
Birchwood: http://w9ba.auth.orc.scoolaid.net/bin/login?redirectUrl=online-cul-
turegrams-w9ba.orc.scoolaid.net/?
Stimson: https://auth.orc.scoolaid.net/bin/listdb?sysCode=w9ba&id=2655
Silas Wood: https://auth.orc.scoolaid.net/bin/listdb?sysCode=w9ba&id=2656
Walt Whitman: https://auth.orc.scoolaid.net/bin/listdb?sysCode=w9ba&id=2654 
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Instructional Programs with a School-to-Home Connection
iReady - Family Engagement - https://i-readycentral.com/articles/engag-
ing-families/
FasttMath (3-5)* https://h100003841.education.scholastic.com/slms/loader/  
Discovery Education - www.discoveryeducation.com
Amplify Science (K-6) https://amplify.com/amplify-science-family-resource-intro/
Castle Learning (7-8) https://cl.castlelearning.com/Review/CLO/Account/LogOn
Enchanted Learning (7-8) https://members.enchantedlearning.com/mem-
bers/login.shtml/
Albert (9 - 12) www.albert.io
 
Website Resources 
Prodigy - https://www.prodigygame.com  (Math)
Flocabulary - https://www.flocabulary.com  (ELA)
Code.org - www.Code.org  (free coding website for students)
Kodable - www.Kodable.com (free coding program for students)
Search Engines - www.Google.com; www.Yahoo.com
ABCya - www.ABCya.com  (all disciplines - free website)
Starfall - www.starfall.com
GregTangMath.com - https://gregtangmath.com/tenframemania 
Great Minds (Eureka Math Modules) - http://greatminds.net/parents
PTA - http://www.pta.org/4446.htm
U.S. Department of Education - https://www2.ed.gov/parents/landing.jhtml
engageNY - https://www.engageny.org/
Newsela - https://newsela.com/
Khan Academy - https://www.khanacademy.org/
Method Test Prep (9-12) - https://www.methodtestprep.com/

News from Assistant Superintendent for 
Business and District Operations Dr. Vito D’Elia
Our South Huntington School District enjoys valuable partnerships with 
local businesses that sponsor activities and allow precious funds to be 
preserved for academic purposes. These generous donors are a valu-
able part of our school community and their commitment to the District’s 
mission is both recognized and appreciated. This past weekend for ex-
ample, The Suffolk County Junior Varsity Cheerleading competition was 
generously funded by The Huntington MediCenter and Hidden Smiles 
Orthodontics, while last weekend’s National Dance Alliance Regional 
Dance Team Championships enjoyed outstanding support from Hun-
tington Honda and Huntington Mathnasium. In addition, our friends from 
Mathnasium make the Weekly Newsletter possible, while simultaneous-
ly funding chromebooks, this Friday night’s Magic Masters Basketball, 
and The NDA Regional Dance Team Championships.  We also enjoy 
incredibly valuable financial relationships with Huntington Mazda who 
sponsors our district calendar, and Grace Music School who recently 
made a generous donation in support of the district’s music program. 
We are also blessed to have our District Spotlight fully funded by Plat-
inum Properties. In addition, we have over 100 local businesses that 
advertise in our Weekly Newsletter, and feel truly blessed that each and 
every one of these establishments chooses to be part of our South Hun-
tington family.
  
We ask that you remember our good friends in the business community, 
as they give generously to our district and play a vital role in our South 

Jonas Wagner
Licensed Broker / Owner
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Huntington cause.

Some Thoughts from Assistant Superintendent 
for Student Services April Poprilo 
Please join us at this evening’s Board of Education meeting, as we pay 
tribute to the South Huntington School District’s Teacher of the Year. These 
talented educators are representatives of an outstanding faculty, and we 
look forward to providing them their well-deserved “moment in the sun” to-
night, (Wednesday) at 7:30 PM, at Walt Whitman High School.

SOUTH HUNTINGTON UFSD TEACHER OF THE YEAR - Ms. Rose Bunnell
Countrywood Primary Center – Ms. Rosalba Covington
Oakwood Primary Center – Ms. Andrea Lopez
Birchwood Intermediate School – Ms. Barbara Wright
Maplewood Intermediate School – Ms. Jessica Gomez
Silas Wood 6th Grade Center – Mr. Joseph Poller
Stimson Middle School – Ms. Kerry Chapman

News from Dr. James Wright, Supervisor of 
Physical Education, Health, Athletics & Recreation
Please join in congratulating our 4 x 200 relay team (Elizabeth Schreiber, 
Aniyah Walters, Gianna Paul, Antonette Pommells), which has set a 
new school record and qualified to participate in the National Champion-
ships.

We are incredibly proud of these young women, their coaches, and support-
ive parents, and congratulate every person on their fine accomplishment. 

Congratulations, as well, to all of the middle school students who tried out 
for late winter sports. We realize it takes a great deal of hard work and cour-
age to enter the tryout process, and we remain proud of each and every 
student who joined in this endeavor.

News from Jackie’s Art Corner
FEBRUARY 6…….FEBRUARY 6………FEBRUARY 6!  Next Thursday, 
February 6th, the South Huntington School District will present its’ annu-
al FESTIVAL OF THE ARTS SHOWCASE at the WALT WHITMAN PER-
FORMING ARTS CENTER beginning at 6 PM.  
 
The Festival of the Arts presents to the South Huntington Community all the 
amazing ARTS offered throughout our K – 12 grades.  It is an evening of 
Music, Art, and Dance exhibition and performance.  We hope you will come 
and experience an enlightening evening of extraordinary talent, passion, 
and dedication the South Huntington District offers our students each day!
 
Come and support the South Huntington’s Arts Program!

News from Mr. John Murphy, 
Principal of Walt Whitman High School
Walt Whitman would like to welcome all of our parents and students to the 
start of the second semester!  It is our hope that this semester will be a 
rewarding experience to all, and that our Senior students get to savor their 
final months here at Whitman.  With half the year behind us, it is import-
ant to remember that we must remain focused on remaining academical-
ly successful in the coming months in order to ensure a positive summer  
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experience.  
 
This is a reminder to all Junior and Senior parents that there are still some 
open spots in Spring Driver’s Ed.  Applications will be accepted on a first 
come, first serve basis. Forms are available in the Main Office.  See Mrs. 
Caliendo with any questions.  The start date of Drivers Ed will be February 
10th.
 
Attention Parents ...If you have a Junior and Senior who still have not or-
dered a Class Ring,   we’ve scheduled one more Class Ring Order Make-up 
Day on Friday, January 31st.  Ring representatives will be here during lunch 
periods outside the South Café on Friday to take deposits and provide any 
order information.
 
The WWHS SADD Club is supporting a new national program called “P.S. 
I Love You Day.”  It is held on the 2nd Friday of February, which makes it, 
this year, on February 14th - Valentine’s Day!  On this day, we ask everyone 
to wear purple to stand up against bullying, to help end depression and ul-
timately prevent suicide.  The SADD Club is selling shirts and socks.  Each 
item is $15, and can be purchased from a class officer, from Mrs. Zamow, or 
in the Main Office.  Spread the love this Valentine’s Day!  
 
Athletic News
Congratulations to our Girls Track Team for finishing 2nd overall at the 
League 2 Championship. Also, congratulations to individual League Champs 
Grace Weigele - 1000 and 1500m, Aniyah Walters - 55m Hurdles, Gianna 
Paul - Long Jump and Lizzie Schreiber - 300m dash.  
 
Last Saturday, the Boys Varsity Track Team competed at Suffolk Community 
College.  Running a personal best in the 2 mile was senior captain Kevin 
Martin.  Joining the sub “5 minute club” for the first time in the mile was 
freshman Ryan Hill.  Congratulations to Jovany Philippe who ran a person-
al best in 3 events:  the 55 meters, the 55 meter hurdles and the 300 meters.  

News from Mr. Eddie Smith, 
Principal of Stimson Middle School
Once again, Stimson Middle School will participate in Computer Based Test-
ing (CBT) for both the English Language Arts and Mathematics Assessment.  
On Tuesday, February 11th, Stimson will be on a brief testing schedule 
during homeroom and first period. During this time, all students will take part 
in a simulation to ensure our technology readiness.  Please make sure, as 
always, that your child has a charged Chromebook in good working order.

Congratulations to Ms. Kerry Chapman, English teacher, for being selected 
as Stimson Middle School’s Teacher of the Year.  Ms. Chapman is a phe-
nomenal teacher who is well-deserving of this recognition. Congratulations 
Ms. Chapman!

News from Mr. Steve Toto, 
Principal of Silas Wood Sixth-Grade School
“Ask yourself: Have you been kind today? Make kindness your daily modus 
operandi and change your world.” – Annie Lennox, Singer/Songwriter
 
Kicking off our second semester/third quarter this week, Silas Wood expe-
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riences one of our most treasured and fulfilling projects: The Great Kind-
ness Challenge! Along with schools and organizations across our great 
nation, students and staff dedicate the entire week to one of the greatest 
tenets of our society: Kindness! With each student presented with a GKC 
checklist of 50 kind acts, everyone is urged (challenged!) to complete as 
many acts of kindness as possible. Most of these require nothing more 
than a kind heart, while others need the additional ingredients of creativity 
and some Silas-supplied materials. Kindness Stations are set up in our 
building so that students may use recess periods to try to complete all 50 
Kindness Challenges.  For more information, please access www.thegreat-
kindnesschallenge.com.  Please remember donations of gently used books 
are being collected all week to benefit The Book Fairies for those in need 
throughout the NY area. 
 
On Wednesday, at 10 AM, we look forward to a meeting of the SW/SMS 
PTA to be held at Silas Wood.  Before joining the Board of Education Meet-
ing on Wednesday evening, our staff will be honoring our own SW Teacher 
of the Year, Mr. Joseph Poller who is well-deserving of this honor!
 
On Wednesday and Thursday, January 29th and 30th, we look forward to 
having two of the fantastic Youth Services Librarians from the South Hun-
tington Public Library visit Silas Wood to promote Library materials avail-
able for our Spring STEAM Fair.  Letters were sent home in preparation for 
this visit with Library Card Sign- Up forms available for any students who 
haven’t yet taken advantage of obtaining a Library card of their own!
 
Our students are encouraged to compete in the annual Geography Bee 
(open to Grades 6, 7, and 8) at Stimson Middle School, following dismissal 
on Thursday, January 30th. Parents are asked to be at Stimson for pick up 
beginning at 4:30.
 
We will close out the week at Silas Wood with a first-period Friday assem-
bly provided by none other than the New York Islanders Hockey Organi-
zation, including a special guest appearance by the NY Islanders mascot, 
Sparky the Dragon! 
 
Not to be forgotten is our second annual Silas Wood Polar Bear Plunge 
fundraiser taking place on Sunday, February 2nd, benefitting the Make-A-
Wish Foundation.  We are committed to raising money for Make-A-Wish to 
help grant the wishes of children with critical illnesses. Wish kids are some 
of the bravest and sweetest kids you’ll ever know. They wish to work in a 
pickle factory, become a superhero, go snorkeling, give their baseball team 
new uniforms, or push all of the buttons in a tall building’s elevator.  We are 
fundraising so more deserving kids and their families can know the happi-
ness, relief, and renewal a wish can bring.  We look forward to reporting 
back with the results of our frosty plunge into the Atlantic, as well as with 
the results of our fundraising efforts.  Many thanks to all who participate 
and/or donate! 

https://secure2.wish.org/site/TR;jsessionid=00000000.app20111a?team_
id=25570&pg=team&f r_ id=3320&NONCE_TOKEN=A337EF-
82F2AC7DF0D03B8E0F98D0E491

News from Mr. Anthony Ciccarelli, 
Principal of Birchwood Intermediate School
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Birchwood is proud to announce that Mrs. Barbara Wright has been chosen 
as Birchwood’s Teacher of The Year for 2019-2020. 

Birchwood’s SBM team is hosting a Book Drive. If you have books that your 
family has outgrown, please consider donating them to Birchwood.  We are 
looking for books for all ages, adults, teens, tweens, children and board 
books for our youngest readers. We have a bin sitting outside the front 
office during school hours.

We are still collecting RSVPs for our Family Fun Night next Friday, Febru-
ary 7th. Please join us for dinner, games, DJ and dancing, and kids raffle 
baskets!   $8 per person. 

News from Dr. Gayle Steele, 
Principal of Maplewood Intermediate School
We are excited to honor our Teacher of the Year, Mrs. Jessica Gomez, at 
this week’s Board of Education meeting. Mrs. Gomez is a respected mem-
ber of our staff, and has been a Dual Language teacher at Maplewood for 
fifteen years. Her dedication to our students and their families is outstand-
ing. The entire Maplewood Community would like to congratulate her once 
again for being chosen for this distinguished honor!

On Thursday, January 23rd, Mrs. Susan Teeter, our school librarian, facili-
tated a workshop for librarians from various districts in Nassau and Suffolk 
County on Makerspaces in libraries. She was able to share thoughts, items 
and ideas for organizing an efficient Makerspace on a minimal budget. We 
feel fortunate to have her share her expertise with our students, and give 
them the opportunity to engage in activities where they can explore, design 
and build in creative ways. 
 
Come cheer for our Maplewood team this Friday, at 7 pm, at the Magic 
Masters Basketball Game. We look forward to an evening of fun in support 
of the Wildcat Booster Club. The game will take place at the WWHS North 
Gym. Please see the flyer sent home for more details.

News from Dr. Annie Michaelian, 
Principal of Oakwood Primary Center
As January winds down, Oakwood is rising high with so much learning and 
excitement!

Last Friday evening, our Oakwood Family spent some time together; Fam-
ily BINGO Night. It was a huge success where everyone was a winner! 
Thank you to our PTA and teachers for their support and going the extra 
mile for this fun activity. 

We wrap up this month with so many activities that bring us together. On 
Tuesday, Clifford the Big Red Dog joined us at Oakwood for a surprise Book 
Fair visit to inspire our learners to read! He greeted our students at arrival 
and visited classrooms during the day. 

Our families have an opportunity again to spend some time together at our 
Oakwood/SEPTA PTA meeting on Thursday evening at 7 PM.  The Book 
Fair will be open at 6:15 PM and during the meeting, we will also have a 
special cookie decorating activity. 
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Specializing in Personal and 

Commercial Insurance

606 Walt Whitman Road
Melville, NY 11747

staff@mbinsure.com

631-707-7400
MBagencyinsurance.com

 Sgt. Tyler Palmeri
Career Counselor

(631) 912-2384
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Oakwood’s fabulous PTA kicks off our Parents as Reading Partners (PARP) 
Program on Friday with a special assembly.  Author Holly Zarcone stops by 
to share her picture book, Cookies for Dinner, with the students. Be sure to 
ask your child their favorite part of the book! 

Finally, cheer on the Oakwood Squad as we take on the Magic Masters at 7 
PM, at WWHS. Come cheer on Ms. Willis, Ms. Lugo, Ms. Tafe, Ms. Flowers, 
Ms. Colon, Mr. Montalbano, Ms. McGrorty, Ms. Callaway, Dr. Michaelian, Ms. 
Lay, Ms. Milo, Ms. LeClaire, Ms. McLaughlin, Ms. Baumbach and Ms. Lopez! 

Stay connected and follow Oakwood at:
Instagram: oakwood_primary_center
and
Twitter: Oakwood_PC

Have a terrific week! 

News from Mr. Mitchell Levy, 
Principal of Countrywood Primary Center 
It is hard to believe that it is already the last week of January, and we are at 
the halfway point in the school year.   This is a fun-filled and exciting week 
at Countrywood and across the district.   This evening, at the Board of Edu-
cation meeting, we will honor Countrywood’s Teacher of the Year, Ms. Rose 
Covington.  We thank all of the staff, parents, and former students who will 
be in attendance in support of a wonderful teacher who is truly deserving of 
this honor.  Thursday evening, thanks to our fabulous PTA, we will hold our 
second annual PARP Paint Night.  A very special thank you to Ms. Whitney, 
Countrywood’s art teacher, who will be leading us in the step-by- step guide 
on how to paint the cover from the book, “Papa, Please Get the Moon for 
Me.”  We are sure this will be a fun and enjoyable event. Please be sure to 
RSVP, as we need to ensure we have enough materials for all in attendance.  
We end the week on Friday evening with a crowd favorite, Magic Masters 
vs. South Huntington’s “Dream Team.”  This year we have quite a few Coun-
trywood teachers and staff who have volunteered their time for this fun and 
worthwhile event.  Tickets can be purchased at the door, and we invite you to 
come down and cheer us on.  We wish you a wonderful week ahead. 

News from SEPTA – Maureen Basedow
Please join us on Thursday, January 30th, at the JKAO, for our new year 
Board Meeting! Come to a very informative meeting about introducing you 
to OPWDD (Other People with Developmental Disabilities). The location has 
changed from Oakwood to the James Kaden Administration Office, at 6:30 
pm, for Pizza/Water; 7 pm meeting begins.  

Booster Club
Harlem Magic Masters will be here this Friday, January 31st! Great night 
of family fun for all ages. Cheer on your favorite teachers and staff, as they 
team up against the Harlem Magic Masters for basketball fun. Tickets are 
$10 in advance and $13 at the door. Tickets are on sale now at all school 
buildings and the district athletic office. 

Special shout out to our student volunteers this weekend from the Whitman 
Wrestling team and student leadership! 
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New Huntington Location
326 Walt Whitman Rd.

Huntington, NY 11746
631-444-5544

zprad.com

The Weeks to Come
Wednesday, January 29		  OW:  Book Fair
				    WWHS:  BOE Business Meeting/Teacher  
				    of the Year Presentation, 7:30 pm

Thursday, January 30		  OW:  Book Fair
				    CW:  PARP Kick-off Event, 6 pm
				    JKAO:  OW/SEPTA PTA Meeting, 7 pm

Friday, January 31		  Wildcat Booster Club Magic Masters, 
				    7 pm @WW

Saturday, February 1		  SCMEA:  Day of Jazz

Monday, February 3		  PARP Week
				    JKAO:  PTA Council Meeting, 10 am
				    WW:  2nd Quarter Report Cards Mailed

Tuesday, February 4		  PARP Week
				    WW:  Parents Helping Parents 
				    College Night, 7 pm
				    SW/SMS:  2nd Quarter Report 
				    Cards Mailed

Wednesday, February 5		  PARP Week
				    BW:  Book Fair
				    MW:  PTA Meeting, 7 pm

Whitman Sports

Stimson Sports
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Community and School District Flyers 
In an effort to make our weekly newsletter more convenient, each of the 
flyers we receive are listed below. Click on the one that interests you 
and you will be automatically linked to that flyer.
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COASTLINE POOLS & SPAS

250 W. JERICHO TPKE.
HUNTINGTON STATION, 

NY 11746
631-351-4571
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Lee Nober J.D.
Special Projects

If you would like  advertise in 
this newsletter, email me at: 

LNober@shufsd.org
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