
Popular High School Teen Title Suggestions for  
Summer Reading 2020 

 

Dystopian/Science Fiction   
 
The Ballad of Songbirds and Snakes - A Hunger Games Novel by Suzanne Collins  
 
Ambition will fuel him.Competition will drive him. But power has its price.It is the morning of the reaping 
that will kick off the tenth annual Hunger Games. In the Capitol, eighteen-year-old Coriolanus Snow is 
preparing for his one shot at glory as a mentor in the Games. The once-mighty house of Snow has fallen 
on hard times, its fate hanging on the slender chance that Coriolanus will be able to outcharm, outwit, and 
outmaneuver his fellow students to mentor the winning tribute. The odds are against him. He's been given 
the humiliating assignment of mentoring the female tribute from District 12, the lowest of the low. Their 
fates are now completely intertwined -- every choice Coriolanus makes could lead to favor or failure, 
triumph or ruin. Inside the arena, it will be a fight to the death. Outside the arena, Coriolanus starts to feel 
for his doomed tribute... and must weigh his need to follow the rules against his desire to survive no 
matter what it takes. -- Publisher 

 
Exo by Fonda Lee  
 
For a century now, Earth has been a peaceful colony of an alien race, and Donovan Reyes is a loyal 
member of the security forces, while his father is the Prime Liaison--but when a routine search and 
seizure goes bad Donovan finds himself a captive of the human revolutionary group, Sapience, terrorists 
who seem to prefer war to alien rule, and killing Donovan just might be the incident they are looking 
for.--Follett 
 
 
 



Warcross Bk1 by Marie Lu  
Wildcard (Warcross Bk#2 ) 
 
For the millions who log in every day, Warcross isn't just a game-it's a way of life. The obsession started 
ten years ago and its fan base now spans the globe, some eager to escape from reality and others 
hoping to make a profit. Struggling to make ends meet, teenage hacker Emika Chen works as a bounty 
hunter, tracking down Warcross players who bet on the game illegally. But the bounty-hunting world is a 
competitive one, and survival has not been easy. Needing to make some quick cash, Emika takes a risk 
and hacks into the opening game of the international Warcross Championships-only to accidentally glitch 
herself into the action and become an overnight sensation.--Publisher 

 
Crazy House (Book#1) by James Patterson  
Fall of Crazy House (Book #2) 
 
There were no charges. There was no trial. There will be no escape. Becca Greenfield was snatched 
from her small hometown. She was thrown into a maximum-security prison and put on Death Row with 
other kids her age. Until her execution, Becca's told to fit in and shut her mouth... but Becca's never been 
very good at either. Her sister Cassie was always the good twin. Becca's only hope is that her twin sister 
will find her. That perfect little priss Cassie will stop following the rules and start breaking them, before it's 
too late. Because her jailers made a mistake that could get them both killed: They took the wrong 
twin.--Publisher 
 
Carve the Mark book Series by Veronica Roth  
Carve the Mark Bk#1 
The Fates Divide Bk#2 
 
"On a planet where violence and vengeance rule, in a galaxy where some are favored by fate, everyone 
develops a currentgift, a unique power meant to shape the future. Whilemost benefit from their current 
gifts, Akos and Cyra do not--their gifts make them vulnerable to others' control. Can they reclaim their 
gifts, their fates, and their lives, and reset the balance of power in this world?"--Publisher 
 
Arc of A Scythe Book Series by Neal Shusterman  
Book #1 Scythe 
Book #2 Thunderhead 
Book#3 The Toll 
 
Citra and Rowan learn that a perfect world comes only with a heavy price - A world with no hunger, no 
disease, no war, no misery: humanity has conquered all those things, and has even conquered death. 
Now Scythes are the only ones who can end life--and they are commanded to do so, in order to keep the 
size of the population under control.. -- Follett 
 



Fantasy/Adventure   
 
Kingdom of Souls by Rena Barron  
 
"Born into a family of powerful witchdoctors, Arrah yearns for magic of her own. But each year she fails to 
call forth her ancestral powers, while her ambitious mother watches with growing disapproval. There's 
only one thing Arrah hasn't tried, a deadly last resort: trading years of her own life for scraps of magic. 
Until the Kingdom's children begin to disappear, and Arrah is desperate to find the culprit. She uncovers 
something worse. The long-imprisoned Demon King is stirring. And if he rises, his hunger for souls will 
bring the world to its knees--unless Arrah pays the price for the magic to stop him"--Publisher  
 
We Rule the Night by Claire Eliza Bartlett  
 
Seventeen-year-old Revna is a factory worker, manufacturing war machines for the Union of the North. 
When she's caught using illegal magic, she fears being branded a traitor and imprisoned. Meanwhile, on 
the front lines, Linne defied her father, a Union general, and disguised herself as a boy to join the army. 
They're both offered a reprieve from punishment if they use their magic in a special women's military flight 
unit and undertake terrifying, deadly missions under cover of darkness. Revna and Linne can hardly 
stand to be in the same cockpit, but if they can't fly together, and if they can't find a way to fly well, the 
enemy's superior firepower will destroy them--if they don't destroy each other first. publisher 
 
 
Mirror, Mirror A Twisted Tale  by Jen Calonita part of the Twisted Tale Book Series   
 
Disney Film Fairytales -This YA series takes classic Disney films & twists them into compelling, aged-up 
adventures. Each book will start off with the events of the familiar film before a "what if" moment is 
introduced, instantly propelling readers into an alternative history which develops the beloved characters 
in a fresh new way. These books play upon recognizable Disney characters, worlds, & iconography, 
appealing to young & new adults who grew up with these stories & have a nostalgic attachment to them. 
These books will allow these characters to grow & develop into multidimensional, active female leads, 
appealing to modern audiences--Follett 
 
 
 



Batman: Nightwalker by Marie Lu  
 
Before he was Batman, he was Bruce Wayne. A reckless boy willing to break the rules for a girl who may 
be his worst enemy.  The Nightwalkers are terrorizing Gotham City, and Bruce Wayne is next on their list. 
The city's elites are being taken out one by one as their mansions' security systems turn against them, 
trapping them like prey. Meanwhile, Bruce is about to become eighteen and inherit his family's fortune, 
not to mention the keys to Wayne Industries and all the tech gadgetry that he loves. But on the way home 
from his birthday party, he makes an impulsive choice and is sentenced to community service at Arkham 
Asylum, the infamous prison that holds the city's most nefarious criminals. Madeleine Wallace is a brilliant 
killer . . . and Bruce's only hope.  The most intriguing inmate in Arkham is Madeleine, a brilliant girl with 
ties to the Nightwalkers. A girl who will only speak to Bruce. She is the mystery he must unravel, but is he 
convincing her to divulge her secrets, or is he feeding her the information she needs to bring Gotham City 
to its knees? --Publisher 
 
 
Angel Mage by Garth Nix  
 
More than a century has passed since Liliath crept into the empty sarcophagus of Saint Marguerite, 
fleeing the Fall of Ystara. But she emerges from her magical sleep still beautiful, looking no more than 
nineteen, and once again renews her single-minded quest to be united with her lover, Palleniel, the 
archangel of Ystara.  It's a seemingly impossible quest, but Liliath is one of the greatest practitioners of 
angelic magic to have ever lived, summoning angels and forcing them to do her bidding. Four young 
people hold her interest: Simeon, a studious doctor-in-training; Henri, a dedicated fortune hunter; Agnez, 
a glory-seeking musketeer; and Dorotea, icon-maker and scholar of angelic magic.The four feel a strange 
kinship from the moment they meet but do not suspect their importance. And none of them know just how 
Liliath plans to use them, as mere pawns in her plan, no matter the cost to everyone else . . . Publisher 
 
There Will Come A Darkness by Katy Rose Pool ( Age of Darkness Bk#1)  
 
For generations, the Seven Prophets guided humanity. Using their visions of the future, they ended wars 
and united nations--until the day, one hundred years ago, when the Prophets disappeared. All they left 
behind was one final, secret prophecy, foretelling an Age of Darkness and the birth of a new Prophet who 
could be the world's salvation--or the cause of its destruction. With chaos on the horizon, five souls are 
set on a collision course. One of them--or all of them--could break the world. Will they be savior or 
destroyer? -Follett 

 
 
 
 



Historical Fiction  
 
Someday We Will Fly by Rachel DeWoskin  
 
Warsaw, Poland. The year is 1940 and Lillia is fifteen when her mother, Alenka, disappears and her 
father flees with Lillia and her younger sister, Naomi, to Shanghai, one of the few places that will accept 
Jews without visas. There they struggle to make a life; they have no money, there is little work, no decent 
place to live, a culture that doesn't understand them. And always the worry about Alenka. How will she 
find them? Is she still alive? Meanwhile Lillia is growing up, trying to care for Naomi, whose development 
is frighteningly slow, in part from malnourishment. Lillia finds an outlet for her artistic talent by making 
puppets, remembering the happy days in Warsaw when her family was circus performers. She attends 
school sporadically, makes friends with Wei, a Chinese boy, and finds work as a performer at a 
"gentlemen's club" without her father's knowledge. But meanwhile the conflict grows more intense as the 
Americans declare war and the Japanese force the Americans in Shanghai into camps. More bombing, 
more death. Can they survive, caught in the crossfire?--Publisher 

The War Outside by Monica Hesse  
 
It’s 1944, and World War II is raging across Europe and the Pacific. The war seemed far away from 
Margot in Iowa and Haruko in Colorado--until they were uprooted to dusty Texas, all because of the 
places their parents once called home: Germany and Japan.  Haruko and Margot meet at the high school 
in Crystal City, a "family internment camp" for those accused of colluding with the enemy. The teens 
discover that they are polar opposites in so many ways, except for one that seems to override all the 
others: the camp is changing them, day by day and piece by piece. Haruko finds herself consumed by 
fear for her soldier brother and distrust of her father, who she knows is keeping something from her. And 
Margot is doing everything she can to keep her family whole as her mother's health deteriorates and her 
rational, patriotic father becomes a man who distrusts America and fraternizes with Nazis.    With 
everything around them falling apart, Margot and Haruko find solace in their growing, secret friendship. 
But in a prison the government has deemed full of spies, can they trust anyone--even each other? 
--Publisher 

 
 
 
 
The Downstairs Girl by Stacey Lee  
 



By day, seventeen-year-old Jo Kuan works as a lady's maid for the cruel daughter of one of the wealthiest 
men in Atlanta. But by night, Jo moonlights as the pseudonymous author of a newspaper advice column 
for the genteel Southern lady, "Dear Miss Sweetie." When her column becomes wildly popular, she uses 
the power of the pen to address some of society's ills, but she's not prepared for the backlash that follows 
when her column challenges fixed ideas about race and gender. While her opponents clamor to uncover 
the secret identity of Miss Sweetie, a mysterious letter sets Jo off on a search for her own past and the 
parents who abandoned her as a baby. But when her efforts put her in the crosshairs of Atlanta's most 
notorious criminal, Jo must decide whether she, a girl used to living in the shadows, is ready to step into 
the light-- Publisher 
 
 

The Darkest Hour by Caroline Tung Richmond  
My name is Lucie Blaise. I am sixteen years old.I have many aliases, but I am none of the girls you see. 
What I am is the newest recruit of Covert Ops. And we are here to take down Hitler. After the Nazis killed 
my brother on the North African front, I volunteered at the Office of Strategic Services in Washington to 
do my part for the war effort. Only instead of a desk job at the OSS, I was tapped to join the Clandestine 
Operations--a secret espionage and sabotage organization of girls. Six months ago, I was deployed to 
German-occupied France to gather intelligence and eliminate Nazi targets. My current mission: Track 
down and interrogate a Nazi traitor about a weapon that threatens to wipe out all of Western Europe. 
Then find and dismantle the weapon before Hitler detonates it. But the deeper I investigate, the more 
danger I'm in. Because the fate of the free world hangs in the balance, and trusting the wrong person 
could cause millions of lives to be lost. Including my own. --Publisher 
 
Thirteen Doorways, Wolves Behind Them All by Laura Ruby  
 
"When Frankie's mother died and her father left her and her siblings at an orphanage in Chicago, it was 
supposed to be only temporary--just long enough for him to get back on his feet and be able to provide for 
them once again. That's why Frankie's not prepared for the day that he arrives for his weekend visit with a 
new woman on his arm and out-of-state train tickets in his pocket. Now Frankie and her sister, Toni, are 
abandoned alongside so many other orphans--two young, unwanted women doing everything they can to 
survive. And as the embers of the Great Depression are kindled into fires of World War II, and the 
shadows of injustice, poverty, and death walk the streets in broad daylight, it will be up to Frankie to find 
something worth holding on to in the ruins of this shattered America"--Follett (jacket flap) 
 
 
 



Realistic Fiction   
 
With the Fire On High by Elizabeth Acevedo  
 
Ever since she got pregnant freshman year, Emoni Santiago's life has been about making the tough 
decisions--doing what has to be done for her daughter and her abuela. The one place she can let all that 
go is in the kitchen, where she adds a little something magical to everything she cooks, turning her food 
into straight-up goodness. Even though she dreams of working as a chef after she graduates, Emoni 
knows that it's not worth her time to pursue the impossible. Yet despite the rules she thinks she has to 
play by, once Emoni starts cooking, her only choice is to let her talent break free. --Publisher 
 
Swing by Kwame Alexander  

When America is not so beautiful, or right, or just, it can be hard to know what to do. Best friends Walt 
and Noah decide to use their voices to grow more good in the world, but first they've got to find cool. Walt 
is convinced junior year is their year, and he has a plan to help them woo the girls of their dreams and 
become amazing athletes. Never mind that he and Noah failed to make the high school baseball team yet 
again, and Noah's love interest since third grade, Sam, has him firmly in the friend zone. Noah soon finds 
himself navigating the worlds of jazz, batting cages, the strange advice of Walt's Dairy Queen-employed 
cousin, as well as Walt's "Hug Life" mentality. Status quo seems inevitable until Noah stumbles on a 
stash of old love letters. Each page contains the words he's always wanted to say to Sam, and he begins 
secretly creating artwork using the lines that speak his heart. But when his private artwork becomes 
public, Noah has a decision to make: continue his life in the dugout and possibly lose the girl forever, or 
take a swing and finally speak out? --Publisher 

 
All That I can Fix by Crystal Chan  
 
In Makersville, Indiana, people know all about Ronney--he's from that mixed-race family with the dad who 
tried to kill himself, the pill-popping mom, and the genius kid sister. If having a family like that wasn't bad 
enough, the local eccentric at the edge of town decided one night to open up all the cages of his exotic 
zoo--lions, cheetahs, tigers--and then shoot himself dead. Go figure. Even more proof that you can't trust 
adults to do the right thing. Overnight, news crews, gun control supporters, and gun rights advocates 
descend on Makersville, bringing around-the-clock news coverage, rallies, and anti-rallies with them. With 
his parents checked out, Ronney is left tending to his sister's mounting fears of roaming lions, stopping 
his best friend from going on a suburban safari, and shaking loose a lonely boy who follows Ronney 
wherever he goes. Can Ronney figure out a way to hold it together as all his worlds fall apart?--Publisher 
 
Heroine by Mindy McGinnis  



 
"When a car crash sidelines Mickey just before softball season, she has to find a way to hold on to her 
spot as the catcher for a team expected to make a historic tournament run. Behind the plate is the only 
place she's ever felt comfortable, and the painkillers she's been prescribed can help her get there. The 
pills do more than take away pain; they make her feel good. With a new circle of friends--fellow injured 
athletes, others with just time to kill--Mickey finds peaceful acceptance, and people with whom words 
come easily, even if it is just the pills loosening her tongue. But as the pressure to be Mickey Catalan 
heightens, her need increases, and it becomes less about pain and more about want, something that 
could send her spiraling out of control"--Follett. 
 
 
How to Disappear by Sharon Huss Roat  

Vicky Decker's social anxiety has helped her to master the art of hiding in plain sight, appearing only to 
her best friend, Jenna. But when Jenna moves away, Vicky's isolation becomes unbearable. So she 
decides to invent a social life by Photoshopping herself into other people's photos and posting them on 
Instagram under the screen name Vicurious. Instantly, she begins to get followers, and soon, Vicky has 
made a whole new life for herself without ever leaving her bedroom. But the more followers she amasses 
online, the clearer it becomes that there are a lot of people out there who feel like her--#alone and 
#ignored in real life. To help them, and herself, she must stop living vicariously and start bringing the 
magic of Vicurious back to life.--Publisher 

 
On the Come Up by Angie Thomas  
Sixteen-year-old Bri wants to be one of the greatest rappers of all time. Or at least win her first battle. As 
the daughter of an underground hip hop legend who died right before he hit it big, Bri's got massive shoes 
to fill.  But it's hard to get your come up when you're labeled a hoodlum at school, and your fridge at home 
is empty after your mom loses her job. So Bri pours her anger and frustration into her first song, which 
goes viral . . . for all the wrong reasons. Bri soon finds herself at the center of a controversy, portrayed by 
the media as more menace than MC. But with an eviction notice staring her family down, Bri doesn't just 
want to make it--she has to. Even if it means becoming the very thing the public has made her out to be. 
-- Publisher 

 
Watch Us Rise by Renee Watson  
 
Jasmine and Chelsea are best friends on a mission--they' re sick of the way women are treated even at 
their progressive NYC high school, so they decide to start a Women's Rights Club. They post their work 
online--poems, essays, videos of Chelsea performing her poetry, and Jasmine's response to the racial 
microaggressions she experiences--and soon they go viral. But with such positive support, the club is 
also targeted by trolls. When things escalate in real life, the principal shuts the club down. Not willing to 
be silenced, Jasmine and Chelsea will risk everything for their voices--and those of other young 
women--to be heard--Publisher 
 
The Sun is Also A Star by Nicola Yoon  



 
On a summer morning in New York City, Daniel and Natasha wake up as strangers. This is a day that 
could catapult their lives into entirely new directions that neither of them wants to take. Natasha has only 
hours left to prevent her family’s deportation to Jamaica, after a minor legal infraction jeopardizes their 
stay in the U.S. Daniel dreads sealing his fate with an alumni interview that will pave his way to a career 
in medicine, as his Korean family expects. Despite a day packed with Natasha’s desperate race against 
time and a tangled system, and Daniel’s difficult tug-of-war between familial pressures and autonomy, 
love finds a way in, takes hold, and changes them both forever. - Booklist 
 
 

Romance  
 
Love from A to Z by S.K. Ali  
 
Zayneb Malik is a high school senior, hijabi, and Gryffindor/Slytherin mix. When she gets suspended over 
an incident with an Islamophobic teacher, she starts her spring break early, leaving her town in Indiana to 
visit her aunt in Doha. Also on the way to Doha, via London, is Adam Chen, returning to his dad and 
sister. He stopped attending his college classes two months earlier after he was diagnosed with multiple 
sclerosis, the same illness his mother had. Instead, he's been making various things. As Adam and 
Zayneb spend time together, their feelings intensify. But with numerous obstacles in their lives, they'll 
have to decide if pursuing a relationship is a possibility.--School Library Journal 

 
To all the Boys I’ve Loved Before - Book Series by Jenny Han  
Book #1 To All The Boys I’ve Loved Before 
Book#2 P.S. I Still Love You 
Book #3 Always and Forever, Lara Jean 
 
Sixteen-year-old Lara Jean Song keeps her love letters in a hatbox her mother gave her. They aren't love 
letters that anyone else wrote for her; these are ones she's written. One for every boy she's ever 
loved-five in all. When she writes, she pours out her heart and soul and says all the things she would 
never say in real life, because her letters are for her eyes only. Until the day her secret letters are mailed, 
and suddenly, Lara Jean's love life goes from imaginary to out of control.--Publisher 
 
 



Letters to the Lost by Brigid Kemmerer  
 
 Juliet Young always writes letters to her mother, a world-traveling photojournalist. Even after her 
mother's death, she leaves letters at her grave. It's the only way Juliet can cope. Declan Murphy isn't the 
sort of guy you want to cross. In the midst of his court-ordered community service at the local cemetery, 
he's trying to escape the demons of his past. When Declan reads a haunting letter left beside a grave, he 
can't resist writing back. Soon, he's opening up to a perfect stranger, and their connection is immediate. 
But neither Declan nor Juliet knows that they're not actually strangers. When life at school interferes with 
their secret life of letters, sparks will fly as Juliet and Declan discover truths that might tear them 
apart...Publisher 
 
 
Opposite of Always by Justin Reynolds  
 
"When Jack and Kate meet at a party, bonding until sunrise over their mutual love of Froot Loops and 
their favorite flicks, Jack knows he's falling--hard. Soon she's meeting his best friends, Jillian and Franny, 
and Kate wins them over as easily as she did Jack. But then Kate dies. And their story should end there. 
Yet Kate's death sends Jack back to the beginning, the moment they first meet, and Kate's there again. 
Healthy, happy, and charming as ever. Jack isn't sure if he's losing his mind. Still, if he has a chance to 
prevent Kate's death, he'll take it. Even if that means believing in time travel"-- Publisher. 

 
Frankly In Love by David Yoon  
 
High school senior Frank Li takes a risk to go after a girl his parents would never approve of, but his plans 
will leave him wondering if he ever really understood love--or himself--at all. Frank Li has always known 
his parents expected him to date a fellow Korean American. It was an unspoken rule he tried not to think 
about until he finds himself kissing, texting, and overall obsessing over Brit—who’s white. To save himself 
from his parent’s disappointment (or outright condemnation) Frank hatches a plan to create a faux 
relationship with longtime family friend Joy, who has also fallen for a non-Korean. It seems like the perfect 
plan, at least, for a little while.--Publisher 
 

  


